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From the Pastor’s Pen
Dear Friends in Christ,
Greetings in the name of our crucified and risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!
Have you ever thought about the pillars of our churches?  Architecturally, of course, we don’t have pillars. I was thinking more symbolically. 
It’s not uncommon to think back how a deceased church member had been a “pillar of the church.” For example, he had been a strong leader 
in the church, a hard worker who knew right from wrong and would stand firm on an issue if he knew that it was important. 
We, then, ask ourselves: “What makes for a pillar of the church?” Is it simply a hard and active and tireless worker? Is it someone who is opin-
ionated? Is it someone who will hold a church office? Is it a person with a good personality? No. Is it someone who has been here forever, 
so to speak? No, not necessarily.
St. Paul used the word “pillar” to describe what is essential to the church. In a letter to Timothy, Paul explains that if his trip is delayed, he 
wanted to be assured that “a pillar” was in place at the church: “Although I hope to come to you soon, I am writing you these instructions so that, 
if I am delayed, you will know how people ought to conduct themselves in God’s household, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and 
foundation of the truth” (1 Timothy 3:14-15).
Timothy was in charge of the Christian church in Ephesus. Both Paul and Timothy could appreciate what a pillar was; Ephesus was home 
to one of the seven wonders of the ancient world – the temple of the goddess Diana. The roof of this temple was supported by one hun-
dred and seven columns standing sixty feet high. The ruins of the massive pillars remain there even to this day.
As impressive as those columns were, however, Paul pointed to something even more impressive: the church of the living God – the pillar 
and the foundation of truth. When the disciples were walking through Jerusalem’s temple with Jesus during Holy Week, they were awed 
by the architecture of the place. However, Jesus wasn’t impressed – He simply said that all of this would be pulled down one day. The real 
glory is not in the stonework, but in the Word of God.
What is it that holds up the church, but the Word of God? The central message of the Bible is Jesus Christ. Unashamedly, Jesus told His 
enemies that the eternal life they were searching for was right in front of them ( John 5:39); someone greater than the temple was speaking 
to them (Matthew 12:6) – it was Jesus Himself.
Do you want to be a pillar of your home...your community...your church? Focus on Christ. Keep the Gospel message straight and the pur-
pose clear: “God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life” ( John 3:16). 
This truth is essential to your faith, and it is the essence of your hope of eternal life. There is no greater pillar than this which is central to 
your eternal life.
Every Christian has a place in the church. While there may be strong leaders within the church, there really is no “pillar” but Christ and the 
confession of His saving name. Members can do nothing more constructive to their lives and the lives of others than being in the Word of 
God. That is why it is so critical to have individuals and whole families in church – hearing the Word, confessing their sins and receiving 
forgiveness, praising our Lord, and receiving the strength that God offers by His Holy Spirit in the Word and in His sacraments of Bap-
tism and Holy Communion. Do not be fooled: you gain nothing apart from Christ – you only become an easy target for the devil. Christ 
is where He has gathered His people – in His church. There is no strength in standing alone; there is strength where God’s people stand 
together in the faith, active in His love.
Also, make it a point to be in the Word of God daily. We offer devotional resources that are rich and faithful to God’s Word, such as The 
Portals of Prayer and Treasury of Daily Prayer. Take advantage of Bible Study (see a list of these in this newsletter). We offer Confirmation 
instruction for both youth and adult alike. And at St. James there is Sunday School.
Therefore, grow. Rise up with Christ. Be a pillar – a strong advocate – of the truth, as you rise up with Him. And pray – whether alone or 
with friends – that you and the church remain strong advocates of the truth, actively involved in serving God and encouraging one another 
in faith and good deeds. 
In His Service,
Pastor Erdman “But with a man who belongs to an everlasting kingdom all is well and it is fitting

that he should dance through life forevermore.” Martin Luther (1543)



St. Paul’s News & Notes
Hello, Everyone!
My focus in this month’s article is on “Back to School.” I’m sure this is a reality for a number of you. Whether you’re a 
parent who’s sending kids to school anywhere from pre-K thru college, a student or Grandparents like Jim and I; I’m 
sure you’ll agree that praying for the kids, teachers, bus drivers, aides and staff is very important and makes a differ-
ence!
First of all, the September calendar: the last hurrah of the summer, Labor Day is on Monday the 6th; Grandparents’ 
Day on Sunday, the 12th; Ladies Aid/LWML on Monday, the 13th at 6 p.m. Tracey is our hostess for the evening. All 
ladies are welcome! AND on the 22nd is the “official” first day of fall. (My favorite season of the year!)
Thanks to Chris and Tracey for keeping the grounds looking so nice and well kept since spring. Also, to Ken and Jim 
for pouring some cement for an approach to the new ramp and for working on spreading a load of new stones in 
that area.
I found this really neat piece that is meant for students to read before each school day. I think it would be worthwhile 
to make a copy of this for (or read to) them.
7 UP Lifting Ways for Students to Start Their Day
1) Wake UP – and decide to have a good day.
2) Dress UP – the best way to dress up is to put on a smile!
3) Cheer UP – say nice things and have a positive attitude.
4) Stand UP – for what you believe in. Stand for something or you will fall for anything!
5) Look UP – to the Lord. He is only a prayer away.
6) Reach UP – for something higher. Set some good goals.
7) Lift UP – be a good friend and help those around you.

Here’s a prayer for parents or any of you to pray for the students in your life:
Dear Lord,
Thank you for Your divine protection over our children. Keep them safe as they travel to and from school. Protect 
them from any physical harm while they are in school. I stand on Your Word that no weapon formed against them 
will prosper. I thank you that Your angels stand guard over them and surround them like a shield. Guard their hearts 
and minds as they step out to meet new friends. Let negative words or comments, roll off them and not take root in 
their souls. Cover them as they navigate this new school year and guide them in the right direction.
In Jesus’ name,
Amen
I sincerely hope that all our kids, teachers and staff get a wonderful start to this new school year. You’ll be in my 
thoughts and prayers. This includes the new Sunday School and Bible Class start-ups for both congregations. Please 
consider joining me here for our class, you’ll be blessed and a blessing!
Until next time, take the time to pray about EVERYTHING! It makes a world of difference!  Deb



Birthdays & Anniversaries
Any dates that are wrong or names need to be taken off, please let Lisa Brockwell know

St. James Anniversaries
16th 1995 - Jason & Lisa Smelcer
19th 1964 - Dick & Edna Jensen

St. Paul’s Anniversaries
9th - Glenn & Susan Bennett

13th - Gail & Bill Herms

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
2020-2022 Biennium Chaplain Scholarships for Medical Mission Trips  $3000 Unfunded - Equip a Medical Mission 
Team with a Chaplain, not only for the potential value of having a pastor in terms of evangelism, but also for the spiritual care of volun-
teers who are often facing the challenges presented by culture shock and the impression of poverty, calamity and disease.

We are having a LWML/Ladies Aide meeting on August 9th at 6 pm

St. Paul’s Birthdays
6th - Chris Draper
30th - Therese Huebner

St. James Birthdays
3rd - Sullivan Elliott-Bell 
6th - Nathan Raether
8th - Jameson Oens
11th - DeAnna Winters  
12th - Adam Smelcer  
14th - Lynne Oens  
16th - Jennifer Kosinski  
23rd - Rosie Balsiger  
25th - Megan Wesolek 

Official Acts
St. James

Funeral - Lindy Hanson
August 17

St. Paul’s
None



A DEVOTIONAL MESSAGE FROM LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES  
 — “Extending God’s Welcome”
Romans 14:1-3, 8-12: “As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions. One person believes he 
may eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. Let not the one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the 
one who abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, for God has welcomed him. ... For if we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, 
we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and lived again, that 
He might be Lord both of the dead and of the living. Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your 
brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God; for it is written, ‘As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to Me, 
and every tongue shall confess to God.’ So then each of us will give an account of himself to God.”
There’s something really nitty-gritty and practical about the apostle Paul’s message here. In his missionary travels, he met with 
people in all stations of life. He debated with scholars over the Christ, and he shared the Savior with everyday men and wom-
en he met along the way. While there were certainly differences of opinion and belief in those he spoke with, it seems likely 
he wasn’t too concerned with sorting it all out before he told them about Jesus. “For I decided to know nothing among you except 
Jesus Christ and Him crucified” (1 Corinthians 2:2).

After all, those who differ from us in habit or custom are not excluded from God’s love. We’re all sinners; we’re all in the same 
boat—white collar, blue collar, no collar—a world full of sinners in desperate need of God’s grace and mercy. Paul had this 
truth branded on his heart; it informed everything he did: “The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost” (1 Timothy 1:15). There is no room for judgment, no rea-
son for despising others who, like us, are lost without God’s grace.

And so, to those who are different than us, Paul announces: “God has welcomed him (and her)!” Jesus showed this in His break-
ing bread with sinners—to the displeasure of the Pharisees and scribes (see Luke 15:1-10). Jesus expressed God’s all-embrac-
ing love to the Samaritan woman at the well, the Roman centurion’s son, and in the story of the Jewish prodigal (see John 4; 
Luke 7:1-10; Luke 15:11-32). In truth, the external differences we see are cosmetic, superficial; yet they can be mighty barri-
ers to God’s work in our lives. We are blind to what God sees: the heart.

And it’s there where the Holy Spirit works, bringing us to faith in Jesus, enriching our lives with His presence, and inspiring 
us to tell others about the Savior—with a hearty welcome to all!

THE PRAYER: Heavenly Father, teach us to look past people’s differences and accept them as You have accepted us. In Jesus’ 
Name. Amen.

This Daily Devotion was written by Paul Schreiber.
Randy Randall, Lutheran Hour Ministries Ambassador for St. James Lutheran Church

BIBLE STUDIES AT ST. JAMES AND ST. PAUL’S
As we get into our fall education programs at St. James and St. Paul’s, in addition to Sunday School, Confirmation and 
youth group, we also have offering for adults. Listed are the details of the offerings:

• Sunday mornings at St. James (9:15-10:00), Fred Gregar leads the study. Presently, the group is working through 2  
   Corinthians.

• Sunday mornings at St. Paul’s following the worship service, Deb Winters leads the study. The study topics are often   
    topical.

• Thursdays at St. James (1:30-3:00), Pastor Erdman leads the study. The group will begin the fall session with the study  
    of Deuteronomy.

• Saturdays at St. James (8:00-10:00 a.m. – typically on the second Saturday of the month) the LLL Breakfast Bible  
   Study is held. The group is presently taking up the topic: “How We Got the Bible” featuring Dr. Paul Maier.

• Monday evenings at St. James (6:00-7:30), Debby Ennis leads the study. The group presently is doing a DVD series  
   featuring Rob Bell: NOOMA (breath/spirit).






