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Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost • Divine Service Setting Three (pg. 184ff) 

September 19, 2021 
Hymns: 659, 851, 637, 547, 842 

Pre-Service Prayers 
 

As We Gather 
 

Our Father Cares for His Children with the Gospel of His Son 
The sinful heart is filled with “bitter jealousy and selfish ambition” (James 3:14), which causes hostility, 
quarrels and conflicts, even among those who are fellow members of the Body of Christ. This should not be 
so! Rather, God “opposes the proud” with His Law, in order to humble them unto repentance; He “gives 
grace to the humble,” in order to exalt them by His Gospel of forgiveness (James 4:6–10). This true “wisdom 
from above” is found in the gentleness, mercy and peace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, who humbled Himself and 
sacrificed Himself for the salvation of sinners (James 3:17). He was “like a gentle lamb led to the slaughter,” 
committing Himself to God, His Father, “who judges righteously, who tests the heart and the mind” (Jer. 
11:19–20). Therefore, “after three days,” His Father exalted Him by raising Him from the dead (Mark 9:31). 
In Holy Baptism, He takes disciples of all ages into His arms like little children. In receiving Him through 
repentance and faith in His forgiveness of sins, they receive from His Father a share in the glory of His cross 
and resurrection (Mark 9:36–37). 
 
Hymn of Invocation LSB 659 

 

Confession and Absolution 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 
beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 



P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have 

ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless 
mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my 
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
Psalm Psalm 54 

1O God, save me, by your name, 
 and vindicate me by your might. 
2O God,  hear my prayer; 
 give ear to the words of my mouth. 
3For strangers have risen against me; ruthless men seek my life; 
 they do not set God before themselves. 
4Behold, God is my helper; 
 the Lord is the upholder of my life. 
5He will return the evil to my enemies; 
 in your faithfulness put an end to them. 
6With a freewill offering I will sacrifice to you; 
 I will give thanks to your name, O LORD, for it is good. 
7For he has delivered me from every trouble, 
 and my eye has looked in triumph on my enemies. 
 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Kyrie  LSB 186 
C Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 

P Glory be to God on high: 
C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. 

We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, 
we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory. 
O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty. 



O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. 
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. 
For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. 
Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 
art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C  And with thy spirit. 
  
P Let us pray. 

O God, whose strength is made perfect in weakness, grant us humility and childlike faith that we 
may please You in both will and deed; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
C  Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 11:18–20 
18The LORD made it known to me and I knew; 
 then you showed me their deeds. 
19But I was like a gentle lamb 
 led to the slaughter. 
I did not know it was against me 
 they devised schemes, saying, 
“Let us destroy the tree with its fruit, 
 let us cut him off from the land of the living, 
 that his name be remembered no more.” 
20But, O LORD of hosts, who judges righteously, 
 who tests the heart and the mind, 
let me see your vengeance upon them, 
 for to you have I committed my cause. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle James 3:13—4:10 
 13Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good conduct let him show his works in the 
meekness of wisdom. 14But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not 
boast and be false to the truth. 15This is not the wisdom that comes down from above, but is earthly, 
unspiritual, demonic. 16For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder and every 
vile practice. 17But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of 
mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere. 18And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by 
those who make peace. 
 4:1What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your passions are at 
war within you? 2You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you 



fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask. 3You ask and do not receive, because you 
ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions. 4You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship 
with the world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes 
himself an enemy of God. 5Or do you suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture says, “He yearns 
jealously over the spirit that he has made to dwell in us”? 6But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, 
“God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” 7Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist 
the devil, and he will flee from you. 8Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your 
hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9Be wretched and mourn and weep. 
Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10Humble yourselves before the Lord, 
and he will exalt you. 
  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Alleluia LSB 190 
C Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

Holy Gospel Mark 9:30–37 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the ninth chapter. 
C  Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
  
 30[The disciples] went on from there and passed through Galilee. And [Jesus] did not want anyone 
to know, 31for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is going to be delivered 
into the hands of men, and they will kill him. And when he is killed, after three days he will rise.” 
32But they did not understand the saying, and were afraid to ask him. 
 33And they came to Capernaum. And when he was in the house he asked them, “What were you 
discussing on the way?” 34But they kept silent, for on the way they had argued with one another about 
who was the greatest. 35And he sat down and called the twelve. And he said to them, “If anyone would 
be first, he must be last of all and servant of all.” 36And he took a child and put him in the midst of 
them, and taking him in his arms, he said to them, 37“Whoever receives one such child in my name 
receives me, and whoever receives me, receives not me but him who sent me.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C  Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 



     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Hymn of the Day LSB 851 
 

Sermon Mark 9:30-37; The Greatest Servant 
 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 
C Amen. 
 

Offertory  LSB 192 
C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen. 

 
Offering - Please sign the record of fellowship pad found in each pew so we know is worshipping with us 
today. As the offering is brought forward, congregation stands, singing: 
 

We Give Thee But Thine Own  LSB 781 (Sts 1-2) 
1. We give Thee but Thine own, 
    Whate’er the gift may be; 
All that we have is Thine alone, 
    A trust, O Lord, from Thee. 

 

2. May we Thy bounties thus 
    As stewards true receive 
And gladly, as Thou blessest us, 
     To Thee our firstfruits give! 
 

Prayer of the Church (See Insert) 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord 
gives into our mouths not only bread and wine, but his very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of 
sins and to strengthen our union with him and with one another. Our Lord invites to his table all who trust his words, 
repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves us, that they may show forth his 
death until he comes. Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm 
and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is professed at this altar, any who are not yet 
instructed, in doubt, or who hold confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, must first speak with the pastor or the elder. For those who 
are in need of non-alcoholic wine, that is provided in the middle of the tray. Also, if you are in need of a gluten-free 
wafer please speak to an elder or the pastor before the service. 



 
Preface  LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 
C It is meet and right so to do. 
 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, 

holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, out of love for 
His fallen creation, humbled Himself by taking on the form of a servant, becoming obedient unto 
death, even death upon a cross. Risen from the dead, He has freed us from eternal death and 
given us life everlasting. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus  LSB 195 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 
heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 
Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to 
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 



Pax Domini  LSB 197 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei  LSB 198 
C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. 
Amen. 

 
Distribution Hymn LSB 637 

 
Distribution Hymn LSB 547 

 
Nunc Dimittis  LSB 199 

C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, 
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all 
people, 
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 
Thanksgiving  LSB 200 

P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
C and His mercy endureth forever. 
 
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and 
we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward 
You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 

Benedicamus  LSB 202 
P Bless we the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction  LSB 202 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 



 
Hymn to Depart LSB 842 
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Our Gifts to God 
St. James – Attendance: 33 
Offering Plate (Envelopes & Loose):    $821.00 
Sunday School:               $0.00 
Radio:                 $0.00 
Total:                 $821.00 

St. Paul’s – Attendance: 16 
Offering Plate (Envelopes & Loose):    $601.00 
 
Total:                 $601.00 
 

 
Stewardship Thought 
Mark 9:32 – “But they did not understand the saying and were afraid to ask him.” The disciples really do 
hold up a mirror to our faces and force us to see ourselves: misunderstanding, afraid, confused. But the Word 
of God is clear if only we will listen with open ears. What was blocking the disciples’ ears? The Gospels tell us 
time and again: they did not expect a suffering Christ, and so when Jesus spoke of suffering they plugged their 
ears and didn’t listen, and so they ended up confused and scared. What about us? What’s in the Word of God 
that we find hard to hear and contrary to our desires and expectations? That might just be exactly what we need 
to hear. 
 
Daily Readings for Week 38 (as found in The Lutheran Study Bible Two-Year Reading Plan) 
September 19: Divine Service  
September 20: 2 Chronicles 25:1-26:23 
September 21: 2 Chronicles 27:1-28:27 
September 22: 2 Chronicles 29:1-36 

 
September 23: 2 Chronicles 30:1-31:21 
September 24: 2 Chronicles 32:1-33 
September 25: 2 Chronicles 33:1-25 

 
Life Thoughts – Life issues like surprise pregnancy and terminal diagnosis are not morally neutral situations 
(James 4:4). Intentionally ending life arises from sinful selfishness (James 4:2). But we don’t have to let our 
neighbors be led like lambs to slaughter. We can encourage and assist them in committing their cause instead 
to the Lord of hosts (Jeremiah 11:19-20). He has already given Jesus as guarantee that He will lift them up 
(James 4:10). 
 
Lectionary Readings to prepare for next week’s worship  
Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29; James 5:13-20; Mark 9:38-50 
 

 
 



Prayers for those in our family of faith and those close to us… 
St. Paul’s Members:
Those who are Homebound or in a Care facility
Eleanor Van Meter    

Those with Special Concerns
Denna Winters  
Mary Lou Trutt
Delores Smedbron

Loved Ones of the Congregation
Gregg Winters (son of Sharon Winters) 
Mary Shear (sister-in-law of Donna Klein) 
Glen Skibba
Leann Winters (wife of Dale Winters)
Karen Smedbron (daughter of Delores Smedbron)
Todd Wallender (son of Patsy Wallender) 
Ginny Links

 

Those who are persecuted for Christ’s Sake. 
Pastor Ryan and Emily McDermott & their family.

Remember in Prayer: If you have a prayer request for yourself or a loved one, or are hospitalized either by an 
emergency or by planned care, please inform Pastor Erdman as soon as possible by calling his cell 920-312-
2079, via his email pastor@stjamesnecedah.com or call the church office at 565-7252 and the information 
will be given to Pastor Erdman. Anyone who needs to reach Pastor Erdman, whether it is an emergency or 
non-emergency situation, please contact him by calling the church office at 565-7252 or his cell 920-312-2079. 

St. James Members: 
Those with Special Concerns
Alvina (nee Pollock) O’ Connor
Daryl Fabian
Vivian Elliott
MaryAnn Peterson 
Cyndy Smith 

Loved Ones of the Congregation
Ed Kindschi (Sandy Harry’s Nephew-in-Law)                                                                                   
Ken Finke (Brother of Deb Ennis)
Donna Wick (Sister of Bill Gatzke) 
Daniel O’ Connor (Husband of Alvina O’ Connor)                                                                                                                                          
Edie Norling 
Darlene Oens (Christina Fischer’s Aunt)
Carrie Wilbanks (Friend of Veronica Nelson)             
Lisa Loosen (Friend of  Sandy Harry)
Billy Huebner (Sue McMurry’s step-son)                                                         
Vicki Rummel (Linda Randall’s Sister)
Kevin Yeager (Christina Fischer’s uncle)
Henry Pease (Friend of Christina Fischer)
Charles Reddick (Friend of Christina Fischer)
Paul Waibel (Friend of Bonnie Augustynowicz)
Christine Kunzemann (Sister of Vicky Maaske &      
Grace Miskimen)
Jennifer Gialluca (Friend of Bonnie Augustynowicz)
Ron Hansen (Brother of Joyce Hanson)
Larry Thorlton (Friend of Sandy Harry)
Denise Ramsey (Friend of Sandy Harry)



Announcements 
Confirmation:  Confirmation classes will begin Wednesday, September 22nd from 3:45-5:15 pm.  
 
(SJ) Special Voters’ Meeting: Sept. 26th to approve the church security system. 
 
Help Needed: There is a sign up sheet on the kitchen counter for Cyndy Smith. If you can help with a meal or 
deliver to Madison and have both Covid vaccines, please consider it. Please keep Cyndy and Milt in your prayers! 
 

We would also like to help them out by cutting firewood for the winter. This is a Lutheran Lamens League Project. 
For questions, contact Randy Randall, ambassador. 
 
Prayer Meeting Invitation: Saturday, October 2nd at 10 am at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in West 
Salem. The prayer meeting will be presented by Pastor Roger Erdman. The theme will be “He Prayed With 
Them.”  
 
LWML Fall Rally: October 23rd at Immanuel Lutheran Church in Adams. Registration is at 8:30 am. They 
are collecting items for foster kids and school needs. There is a box in the Fellowship Hall for donated items. 
Items in need are: Backpacks, Chapstick, Deodorant, Diapers, Lice Kits (approx. $20) , Lotion, Sanitary 
Pads/Liners/Tampons, Shampoo/Conditioner, Socks (new, all sizes), Underwear (new, all sizes), Unisex Pants 
(sizes 10 and below.  Preferably sweatpants or leggings), Winter Gloves (waterproof), Liner Gloves (for 
fall/spring).  

Mission Opportunities Short Term Ministries is also in need of Prescription Eyeglasses and Reading Glasses. 
 
Wanted: Choir Members-No prior training needed, only a love of music and a love of God. Rehearsal time 
9:30-10:10 AM Sundays. 
 

BIBLE STUDIES AT ST. JAMES AND ST. PAUL’S 

As we get into our fall education programs at St. James and St. Paul’s, in addition to Sunday School, 
Confirmation and youth group, we also have offering for adults. Listed are the details of the offerings: 
• Sunday mornings at St. James (9:15-10:00), Fred Gregar leads the study. Presently, the group is working 

through 2 Corinthians. 
• Sunday mornings at St. Paul’s following the worship service, Deb Winters leads the study. The study 

topics are often topical. 
• Thursdays at St. James (1:30-3:00), Pastor Erdman leads the study. The group will begin the fall session 

with the study of Deuteronomy. 
• Saturdays at St. James (8:00-10:00 a.m. – typically on the second Saturday of the month) the LLL 

Breakfast Bible Study is held. The group is presently taking up the topic: “How We Got the Bible” 
featuring Dr. Paul Maier. 

• Monday evenings at St. James (6:00-7:30), Debby Ennis leads the study. The group presently is doing a 
DVD series featuring Rob Bell: NOOMA (breath/spirit).  

 



 

Those Serving in Worship Today 
Worship Leader: Pastor Roger Erdman 
Organist: (SP) Mrs. Tracey Draper, (SJ) Mrs. Sharon Lutz 
SJ Elder for the Month (September): Richard Braund 
SJ Trustee for the Month (September): Elmer Hornburg 
SJ Altar Care for the Month (September): Altar Guild Members 
SP Altar Care for the Month (September): Deb & Jim Winters 
SJ Radio Sponsors:  
SJ Altar Flowers: 
 

Special Needs 
• At this time the VA is not accepting donations 
• Necedah Food Pantry – Any non-perishable food items 
 

Contact Information
Church Office: 1106 S. Main St. Necedah, WI 54646 
Telephone: 608-565-7252     Fax: 608-565-2410 
www.StJamesNecedah.com 
 

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs. 9:00 am - 2:00 pm 
 

Pastor: Rev. Roger Erdman 
Pastor@StJamesNecedah.com 
Office: 608-565-7252 
Cell: 920-312-2079 

 

Secretary: Lisa Brockwell 
Secretary@StJamesNecedah.com 
 
Organists: Sharon Lutz & Tracey Draper 

 

St Paul’s  
Worship: Sunday 8:00 am 
Bible Study: 9:00 am 

 

St James  
Worship: Sunday 10:30 am, Wednesday 5:30 pm 
Sunday School (Sept.- May): 9:00 am 

Bible Study (Sept.- May): Sunday 9:15 am, Thursday 1:30-3:00 pm




