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May 21, 2020 

 

St. James and St. Paul’s to Resume Regular Services May 27 and 31 

Dear friends in Christ, 

With the recent lifting of restrictions regarding mass gatherings, St. James and St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Churches are announcing that its doors will resume corporate worship in our 

normal and customary manner beginning May 27 and May 31. This decision was 
prayerfully made by Pastor Erdman and the Leaders of St. James and St. Paul’s with 
information from the South Wisconsin District of the LCMS, and the LCMS churches in our 

circuit. 

Worship service times remain the same for both congregations: 1) St. James’s services 
are Sundays at 10:30 a.m. and Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. As we go into the summer 
months, kindly note the dates for Wednesday services: May 27; June 10 and 24; July 8 

and 22; August 12 and 26. These services are with Holy Communion. 2) St. Paul’s 
services are Sundays at 8:00 a.m. 

There will be no formal limits to attendance. However, the general guideline at St. James 
would be 50 or less people with overflow in the fellowship hall once the sanctuary reaches 

50. To that end, please consider attending the Wednesday service at 6:00. The logic is 
to try to spread out attendance more evenly. At St. Paul’s the guideline would be 20 in 
the sanctuary with overflow in the fellowship hall. 

The reopening of businesses and other organizations does not mean that COVID-19 has 
been defeated, and it’s entirely possible we may see a resurgence in the coming months. 
Thus, it is important to take this illness seriously and engage in practices that prevent 

the spread of disease. 

To that end, services will look different as you attend worship. Here are some highlights: 

1. We are not requiring masks, but if you feel more comfortable wearing one, by all 

means, wear a mask and other PPE items. 

2. I hope this goes without saying, if you’re feeling sick, please stay home! Please 

contact me if you’re sick, I’d love to pray with you. 

3. If applicable and weather permitting, we will prop open the doors to minimize the 

touching of door handles. Otherwise, let someone like an Elder let you in the building. 

4. There will be hand sanitizer pumps as you enter the building, please make use of 

these to clean your hands upon entry. We also hope to procure facemasks that you 

may wear in the building. 

5. Please help yourself to a bulletin. They will not be handed out at St. James as they 

had been in the past until further notice. 

6. The offerings will be collected at the back of the sanctuary at each congregation. 

There will be no passing of the plates. 

7. Once you arrive, please find seating at your earliest convenience to minimize 

congregating in the fellowship hall. Use this time to pray before service! 



 

8. You are encouraged to wipe down the Lutheran Service Book and Bibles in the pews 

that you may use with a Clorox disinfectant wipe (obtained near the worship 

bulletins). 

9. Please sit in a pew six feet or more apart from the next household. This might mean 

finding a seat near the front or finding a seat near the center of the pew. 

10. Holy Communion practices will remain the same with special sanitizing precautions 

for those taking the common cup and practicing social distancing as recommended 

by the CDC. By observing these special practices, I understand the Service of the 

Sacrament will take longer; however, it does give the congregations the opportunity 

to sing the distribution hymns. 

11. Dismissal will be in our customary manner at each congregation. If you would like to 

have a conversation, if at all possible, please do so outside to maximize the distance 

between each other. Again, the goal is to minimize the possibility for the spread of 

germs. 

12. For those with special health needs or concerns that prevent you from attending our 

worship services, please contact Pastor Erdman. 

13. As in the past we will continue to broadcast the St. James Sunday service over SMASH 

Country 92.9 FM. 

14. Situations regarding official acts (Baptisms, Weddings, and Funerals) will be handled 

on a case by case basis until further notice. Other activities and classes will be 

handled in this manner as well. 

15. Other safety measures may be in place that are not mentioned here. Your 

understanding and cooperation is appreciated. This is unchartered territory for all of 

us. 

In closing, Jesus said in John 16:33: “I have said these things to you, that in me you 

may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome 
the world.” As Christians we need have no fear of sickness and death because Christ has 
overcome the world, forgiving our sins and giving us life eternal. 

Nonetheless, the preservation of this earthly life is something we should seek after, 
especially for the sake of our fellow citizens. Even if you’re in an age group for whom 
COVID-19 presents little risk, you could get someone in a high-risk group sick. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact one of the Elders at St. James or 
one of the Trustees at St. Paul’s. Pastor Erdman can be contacted at: 
pastor@stjamesnecedah.com; or the following telephone contacts: (608) 565-7252 

(church office) or (920) 312-2079 (cell phone). 
 
 

In His Service, 
 
 

 
Rev. Roger A. Erdman 
Pastor 
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