
PENTECOST 4 (PROPER 7), JUNE 20, 2021      Rev. Roger A. Erdman 
Lectionary Readings: Psalm 124; 2 Corinthians 6:1-13; Matthew 6:5-13 (KJV) 
Sermon Title: The Lord’s Prayer – Introduction 

Prayer: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of [our] heart[s] be 
acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, [our] Rock and [our] Redeemer.  (Psalm 
19:14) 
Salutation: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  (Ephesians 1:2) 
Text: The Word from God through which the Holy Spirit comes to stir our 
hearts for the Fourth Sunday after Pentecost is from our Gospel Reading: The 
Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixth chapter. 

Introduction: Dear friends in Christ, as we focus our attention on the Lord’s Prayer 
for the greater part of the summer, the Lord’s Prayer is part of Jesus’ Sermon on the 
Mount (Matthew 5:1-7:28a) to His disciples.  Today, our attention is the part of the 
Lord’s Prayer we call the “Introduction: Our Father Who art in heaven.”   However, 
before we get into that, Jesus has some instructions on how to pray. 
I. First of all, He assumes that you pray.  Certainly, you pray.  Jesus says: “When 
you pray . . . don’t pray like unbelievers do.”  They pray to be seen and heard by 
other people.  You pray to be seen and heard by God.  He says: “Pray then like this, 
‘Our Father Who art in heaven’, . . .” 
Now, the tricky thing about preaching on “prayer” is that even though it is a 
precious, gracious, divine gift that God gives to His believers, we have to be told, 
commanded, to take it and use it.  And not because we’re too humble.  Rather, it’s 
because we’re lazy, undisciplined, unappreciative, or we don’t believe it’s important.  
Our lack of desire to pray has to be one of the most damning pieces of evidence there 
is of what sin has done.  We usually think of sin in terms of the bad things that we 
do.  However, the fact that we lack interest in and despise this gracious gift that God 
gives to us, is a tell-tale sign of the way sin has twisted and turned us against God.  
And so: 
• We must be commanded to pray. 
• We must actually be threatened that if we do not pray, we sin against God and 

deserve His punishment.  
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If you want to check out the Ten Commandments about this, you can find it under 
the Second Commandment: 

You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not curse, 
swear, use satanic arts, lie or deceive by His name, but call upon Him in every 
trouble, pray, praise, and give thanks. 

So, what does that say about us?  Is it that the almighty God must get down on His 
hands and knees and begs us to take His gift?  In the words of the psalmist, God the 
LORD says: “Call upon me in the day of trouble and I will deliver you” 
(Psalm.50:15). 
However, in our stubbornness, we say: “Only as a last resort.”  However, Jesus 
says: “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be 
opened to you” (Matthew 7:11).  And we say: “If I ever get that desperate.”  
II. You see, our Triune God is a God Who humbles Himself and begs us to take the 
precious gift of His holy name, so that we may call upon Him.  How does He do it? 
• He sends His Holy Spirit Who calls us by the Gospel and creates in us the desire 

to call back to that gracious and loving voice that we hear in the Word. 
• And in our desire to cry out to God, we say: “But I don’t know what to say.  I 

don’t know what to ask for.  Teach me how to pray.” 
• Then, the Holy Spirit directs us to Jesus, Who says: “Pray then like this: ‘Our 

Father Who art in heaven.’”  
And with these words, the gates of heaven itself are thrown opened to us.  At Jesus’ 
Baptism in the Jordan River, St. Luke reports: “As He was praying, the heavens were 
opened, . . . and a voice came from heaven, You are My beloved Son; with You I am 
well pleased” (Luke 3:21, 22). 
As well, over and over again throughout the Gospels, Jesus refers to God as “My 
Father.”  
Therefore, isn’t it the most amazing thing then, that Jesus invites us to call upon the 
Father, Who is in heaven, as our Father?  It is as though Jesus is giving us His own 
identity before the Father, and says that we should consider His Father to be our 
Father: 
• Which can only mean that we poor, miserable sinners, are loved by the Father as 

He is the beloved of the Father.  That the Father is as well pleased with us as He 
is with Jesus. 

• This can only mean that all of our sins have been removed from us as far as the 
east is from the west (Psalm 103:12).  Indeed, they are atoned for, because Jesus 
carried all our sins away in His body on the cross.  Yes, even our sins against the 
Second Commandment.  
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And isn’t this why we only dare pray in the name of the Jesus, Who has reconciled 
the Father to us by His blood shed for us.  For He says: “No one comes to the Father 
except through Me” (John 14:6b).  That’s because no one is acceptable to the Father 
except the one who believes in Jesus and comes in His name.  
So, when you think about it, as the baptized: 
• When we pray as our Lord has taught us, we pray with Abraham and Isaac and 

Jacob and David and Matthew and Mark and Luke and John and Paul and all of 
the children of God, past, present and future, the one, holy Christian Church. 

• We come before God the Father in the name of God the Son: “to ask as dear 
children ask their dear father.” 

Praying in this manner, we acknowledge: 
• That we are in trouble and need help because, guess what, we don’t have all of 

the answers like we thought we did. 
• That we have sinned and need forgiveness because the guilt is wearing us out. 
• That we have been blessed and we need to give thanks to the Giver.  

Therefore, unlike turning in on ourselves, talking to ourselves with words or 
thoughts, here, in the Lord’s Prayer, everything gets turned completely around.  Here 
is God, Who has come into our world, into our life, into our trouble, into our sorrows, 
into our joys.  
And suddenly we realize that this is God Who is calling out to us.  That this is not 
God Who is far away from us, Whose attention we must somehow get so that He 
will hear us.  No, in Jesus Christ we realize that it is we who are far away from God, 
and He comes to us.  For the Father Who is in heaven has come to us through His 
Son Who says: “I am with you always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:20b).  
This means that when we pray, we do so with the confidence. We pray with the 
confidence that God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ knows us, has found us, 
and always hears and says: “Pray then like this: ‘Our Father Who art in heaven.’”  
III. And this leads to something else that Jesus says about prayer.  You know how 
it is when you really know someone or when someone really knows you.  You know 
what they’re thinking and what they want without them actually having to say it. 
You can actually finish their sentences for them.  
So, if we can know one another this well, shouldn’t we expect that God our Father 
knows us even better?  The fact of the matter is, Jesus says: “your Father knows 
what you need before you ask Him” (v 8). 
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Left to our own, we pray for what we may think we need.  However, more often than 
not, these things are not what we actually need: 
• We are worried, and instead of praying for real peace and contentment, we pray 

for more money which only leads to more worry. 
• We have certain desires for things that we think we cannot live without, but 

instead of praying for real freedom, we pray for more of the very things that 
control us. 

But no matter how long and loud we ramble on to the Father in prayer, He will not 
for one moment be diverted from giving us what we truly need.  He is after all, our 
Father in heaven.  
To which we should respond with utter relief and heartfelt thanks to God: 
• Thanks, that our prayer does not depend on our expressing everything correctly, 

or on making the correct diagnosis of our real problem that even we don’t 
understand. 

• Thanks, that our prayers so often go unanswered with the answer that we were 
looking for. 

• Thanks, that our Father in heaven knows what is best for me, and works all things 
for good for me, even at the cost of His only-begotten Son, crucified on the cross. 

Conclusion: Dear friends in Christ, Jesus says: “Pray then like this: ‘Our Father 
Who art in heaven.’”  Simply put: “With these words God tenderly invites us to 
believe that He is our true Father and we are His true children, so that with all 
boldness and confidence we may ask Him as dear children ask their dear father.” 
In the name of T Jesus, Who forgives all your sins.  Amen. 
 

To God alone the Glory! 


