
PENTECOST 2 (PROPER 5), JUNE 6, 2021              Rev. Roger A. Erdman 
Lectionary Readings: Genesis 3:8-15; Psalm 130; 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1; Mark 
3:20-35 

Sermon Title: Tragedy Reversed 
Prayer: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of [our] heart[s] be 
acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, [our] Rock and [our] Redeemer.  (Psalm 
19:14) 
Salutation: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  (Ephesians 1:2) 
Text: The Word from God through which the Holy Spirit comes to stir our 
hearts for the Second Sunday after Pentecost is from our Old Testament 
Reading: Genesis, chapter 3. 

Introduction: Dear friends in Christ, can you remember a near perfect day in your 
life? 
• Perhaps you were with family and friends in a beautiful natural setting. 
• The surroundings were strikingly beautiful, the air was full of good conversation, 

and warm affection filled the relationships. 
Now, multiply those “perfect” factors many times over.  Imagine a setting where 
everything was in fact and in truth perfect: 
• No anxieties about the future. 
• No painful memories from the past. 
• No broken relationships. 

Add to this world perfect health without decay or death, and top it off with a holy 
and intimate relationship with God: The blessed and Holy Trinity, every fellow 
human being, all creatures, and the world itself, all in perfect harmony.  Of course, 
we simply have not experienced such a world.   
However, that is precisely the setting and the situation that God freely created and 
bestowed on Adam and Eve.  Indeed, as God evaluated His work, He pronounced it 
perfect: “God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good” (Gen 
1:31). 
Contrast such a pristine and pure world – almost beyond our imagination – with our 
daily experience.  Who of us hasn’t experienced threatening weather and broken 
relationships?  Indeed, the daily news displays the darkness that has poisoned 
human beings and led to so much emotional and physical pain.  And over the entire 
world is the dark cloud of death.  What a tragedy! 
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Today’s text describes the results of the greatest tragedy in all of human history!  
The movement from a blissful existence of unending life with God to the crushing 
reality of a fallen world and certain death is held before us.  Yes, this is a real 
tragedy! 
I. Not only is this tragedy about Adam and Eve, but it is also about us.  Quite simply, 
our first parents, in their desire to be like God, lost His gifts of innocence and 
holiness. 
In the beginning, Adam and Eve’s identity was wonderful beyond our capacity to 
comprehend: 
• God personally breathed into Adam the breath of life (Genesis 2:7). 
• He formed Eve in a very personal manner (Genesis 2:22). 

Indeed, Adam and Eve were the apex of God’s creative work.  Only they were 
created in His image and likeness (Genesis 1:27).  You see, the portrait of God’s 
actions in Genesis 1 and 2 displays His kindness, and all God’s gifts were for the 
benefit and support of Adam and Eve.  Oh, how God gives and gives and gives: 
• He is the giver of the heavens and the earth. 
• He is the giver of the sun, moon, stars, and seasons. 
• He is the giver of the seas and all the life in it. 
• He is the giver of the land creatures. 
• He is the giver of headship over other creatures. 
• He is the giver of language. 
• He is the giver of marriage and family. 

And, in a remarkable act of giving, He gives Adam and Eve free will.  That is, they 
had the capacity to turn from the One Who had given them all things.  And this is 
where the greatest tragedy occurs.  In their desire to be “like God,” they turned 
away from God’s gifts.  They turned to self-absorption, self-will, and self-assertion.  
In other words, they had become self-centered.  And this the very origin of sin. 
This is where the tragedy becomes ours.  For we all know our own will to self-
absorption, self-will, and self-assertion at the expense of God and our neighbor. 
We, too, in our self-centeredness, have wanted to do our own thing.  History, as well 
as our current culture, exhibits the same preoccupation with self. 
And what are the results of this tragedy?  They are threatening and inevitable.  You 
see, preoccupation with self at the expense of God and neighbor is more than 
breaking a rule.  Such prideful sin breaks down all that God so freely gave us: 
•  It breaks our relationship with God.  Now Adam and Eve must hide from God. 
• It breaks our relationship with our neighbor.  Now Adam blames Eve. 
• It breaks our relationship with the world.  Now labor and toil will be required 

to live. 
• It breaks our relationship with our own being.  So, we are now confused about 

our identity. 
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II. But more wonderful than anything we could have imagined, God does not 
abandon Adam and Eve or us.  Rather, He promises that the “seed of the woman” 
will reverse the curse that has now descended upon creation. 
And His promises continue through Genesis and through all the Old Testament.  For 
in the “seed of the woman,” (Genesis 3:15) our relationship with God is restored.  
St. Paul is very concise about that, as he writes in Romans 8:1: “There is therefore 
now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” 
In many ways: 
• In “the seed of the woman,” our relationship with our neighbor is restored.  

Jesus states: “But I say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do good to those 
who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you” (Luke 
6:27-28). 

• In “the seed of the woman,” our relationship with the world will be renewed.  
As Isaiah looks into the future and promises: “Behold, I create new heavens and 
a new earth, and the former things shall not be remembered or come into mind” 
(Isaiah 65:17). 

• In “the seed of the woman,” we are forgiven; our identity as God’s beloved 
children is returned.  St. Paul writes: “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a 
new creation.  The old has passed away; behold, the new has come” (2 
Corinthians 5:17). 

So, rejoice and be glad! 
• In Jesus Christ, the tragedy of our sin and self-will has been reversed. 
• In Jesus Christ, the tragedy of our despair and death, our tragic situation has been 

reversed by the One Who took all our sin – all of our selfishness – into His holy 
body on the cross. 

On the cross, there God’s character as the giver of lavish love was again bestowed 
on us.  And in that lavish love He has given His very Son for our redemption and 
restoration. 
Today’s Psalm, as well, so beautifully states: “O Israel, hope in the Lord!  For with 
the Lord there is steadfast love, and with Him is plentiful redemption.  And He will 
redeem Israel from all his iniquities” (Psalm 130:7-8). 
And now, as new creatures in Christ, we have the privilege of living and sharing the 
reality of new life in Christ.  St. Paul writes in our Epistle Reading for today: “Since 
we have the same spirit of faith according to what has been written, ‘I believed, and 
so I spoke,’ we also believe, and so we also speak, knowing that He who raised the 
Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and bring us with you into His presence” (2 
Corinthians 4:13-14). 
And so: OUR TRAGIC SITUATION HAS BEEN REVERSED BY GOD’S GRACIOUS WILL 
AND THE GIFT OF HIS VERY SON. 
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Therefore: 
• The darkness and death that had confined us as children of Adam and Eve are 

now gone. 
• The days and nights of our life are no longer limited by our self-absorption, self-

will, and self-assertion. 
Rather, the narrative of our lives – our identity – is defined by Jesus’ death and 
resurrection, to which we have been joined in the blessed Sacrament of Holy 
Baptism.  St. Paul writes: “We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into 
death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, we too might walk in newness of life” (Romans 6:4). 
Therefore, all those who are “in the seed of the woman” – that is, “in Christ” – that 
pristine and pure relationship with God has been restored.  You see: 
• Christ has borne the sins of all human beings to the cross and ended the curse of 

Adam and Eve’s and every generation’s rebellion against God. 
• And His resurrection has brought victory over death and bestowed life for those 

whose identity is to be Christ’s. 
While the full display of Christ’s victory awaits His triumphant return, we already 
have a holy and intimate relationship with God through His saving work.  For God 
has absolved us and given us eternal life in Christ. 
So, even as we experience the world that Adam and Eve’s rebellion has created, we 
also live even now in the beautiful new world that God has graciously created and 
bestowed on us in the gift of His Son, Jesus Christ.  You see, Jesus invites us: “I 
came that they may have life and have it abundantly” (John 10:10). 
Conclusion: So, dear friends in Christ, rejoice and live out the new life that is yours 
in Christ.  From His throne at the Father’s right hand, He speaks to us: “I am making 
all things new” (Revelation 21:5). 
In the name of T Jesus, Who forgives all your sins.  Amen. 
 

To God alone the Glory! 


