
PENTECOST 24 (PROPER 28), NOV. 15, 2020 (STEWARDSHIP)   Rev. Roger A. Erdman 

Lectionary Readings: 1 Chronicles 29:9-14; Psalm 90:1-12; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-

11; Matthew 25:14-30 

Sermon Title: Whose Money Is It Anyway? 

Prayer: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of [our] heart[s] be 

acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, [our] Rock and [our] Redeemer.  (Psalm 

19:14) 
Salutation: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  (Ephesians 1:2) 

Text: The Word from God through which the Holy Spirit comes to stir our 

hearts for our stewardship sermon series is from 1 Chronicles, chapter 29: 

"We have given You only what comes from Your hand" (v 14b –NIV). 

Introduction: Dear friends in Christ, I have some questions for you this morning: 

• Who owns the money that you have? 

• Who owns the cash in your wallet? 

• Who owns your paycheck or business income? 

• Who owns your bank account? 

• Who owns the equity in your house and car? 

• Who owns the stocks, bonds, mutual funds and other investments in your 

portfolio? 

• Who owns all this? 

• Whose money is it?  

You might say: 

• "That's obvious. 

• “It's mine, of course. 

• “It's my cash, my paycheck, my bank account, my house, my car, and my 

portfolio. 

• “If it's in my possession or under my name, it's obviously mine."   

But not so fast.  What if someone else actually owns it, and you have it only in order 

to manage it for him?  

And the truth about money is this: 

• You don't own a single penny. 

• I don't own a penny. 

• Nobody on earth owns a penny. 
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So, whose money is it?  It's God's money.  Yes, every penny of it.  You see, whatever 

money we have is ours to manage, not to own.  Therefore, we must handle money 

God's way, and answer to Him for the way we deal with His money. 

Handling money God's way is one of the vital signs of a healthy relationship to God.  

The Bible has a great deal to say about money.  Today in our Gospel Reading, you 

heard where Jesus told the parable of the talents.  In telling that parable, the basic 

question comes to mind: “Whose money is it?”  

I. However, we need to keep in mind the most basic question of all is not who owns 

the money, but who owns you!  You see, God already has a rightful claim to own all 

people and all things, because He is the Creator and owner of everything.  And if 

you trust the blood Jesus paid as the price of your sin, then God has a double claim 

to own you. 

For the Lord is your owner both as the Creator Who made you, and as the Savior 

Who paid to get you back from sin.  St. Paul writes: "You are not your own; you 

were bought with a price" (1 Corinthians 6:19b-20a).  

If you reject God's claim of ownership and want to be your own person without 

answering to the Lord, you might think it will bring you more freedom.  However, 

it will cause all sorts of worries and problems for you.  And, if nothing changes, it 

will eventually land you in hell.  So, if you choose to spend your life without God, 

you will spend eternity without God as well.  

But if you accept God's claim of ownership, if you put yourself and everything you 

have in His hands, you will be blessed.  When God owns you: 

• Your problems are His problem. 

• Your cares are His concern. 

• He will guide you and help you flourish in this life and for eternity. 

Thus, we keep in mind: 

• The key to financial freedom is realizing that all your money is God's. 

• And the key to spiritual freedom and contentment is knowing that you are not 

your own, but you belong to Jesus Christ as His treasured possession.  

II. Therefore, let us consider four general principles of stewardship: 

1. Tithing off the Top.  What is a tithe?  A tithe is a part of your income that you 

set aside to give directly back to God's church and mission.  You make it your 

number-one financial priority, before you even think about paying for taxes, food, 

clothes, transportation, or housing.  In the Bible the tithe was usually ten percent of 

your income. 
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Taking that ten percent off the top and giving it right back to God, was a way to 

acknowledge that your entire income came from God.  And that all of it was still 

His. If you were a farmer (as a lot of people in the Bible were), you gave God the 

first ten percent of your crop – often called the firstfruits – before you stored any of 

it to meet your own needs or to sell to others. 

In other words, the tithe is the cream off the top of your income, not whatever 

happens to be left at the bottom of the barrel.  Therefore, if you want to honor God, 

give Him the firstfruits, not the leftovers. 

2. Robbing God, Robbing Yourself.  What does that mean?  That's what happens 

when you think only of yourself and ignore God as the owner of everything.  God 

may let your finances drain away, or else He may let your money and luxuries 

increase but not let you feel happy and contented with it.  You can't rob God without 

robbing yourself. 

You see, here at St. James/St. Paul’s, our goal isn’t to raise funds.  Rather, our goal 

is for God to be honored and you to be blessed, as you tithe and recognize the Lord 

as owner of all that you have. 

Therefore, hand yourself and your financial affairs over to God, and see what 

happens.  Answer the question: "Whose money is it?"  Answer by saying: "It's your 

money, Lord."  And don't just say it with your voice.  Say it with your tithe, giving 

God the first and best part of what is already His.  

3. God Doesn't Need Gifts.  Yes, that is true.  If the Lord desperately needed our 

money, He would be more interested in wealthy people than in poor widows.  But 

that's not the case.  One day Jesus watched a bunch of wealthy men give large 

amounts of money at the temple. 

Then He saw a poor widow put in two small copper coins that didn't even add up to 

a penny.  But Jesus liked her gift best.  Why?  Because the rich men gave money 

they could easily spare, while the widow gave all she had at the time (Luke 21:1-4).  

That's how much she loved and trusted God. 

You see, Jesus is more interested in what our giving shows about our love for God, 

than in the actual size of our gift.  Why so?  Because: 

• He dearly wants our hearts. 

• He doesn't desperately need our money.  

Therefore, our prayer as God’s children in our Baptism identity should be the prayer 

of David in offering our gifts to the Lord: "We have given You only what comes from 

Your hand" (v 14b –NIV). 
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In fact, when King David was gathering materials for his son Solomon to build the 

temple of the Lord, David and other leading officials really did give 300 tons of gold, 

600 tons of silver, and many priceless jewels.  They didn't give reluctantly.   They 

gave "freely and wholeheartedly to the Lord” (v 9 – NIV). 

4. A Heart For God.  Why is that important?  Using God's money for God's glory 

is a wonderful way of expressing what's in your heart.  Tithing or starting small is 

one part of handling money God's way.  And I hope you're convinced of that now. 

But let me add a caution.  Even if you tithe, it doesn't guarantee that you honor God 

as the owner of all your money, and it doesn't necessarily mean your heart is in tune 

with God.  It's possible to tithe and give large sums of money with wrong motives.  

You see, God wants your tithe or whatever the amount you choose to give to be a 

tangible testimony that, God owns all of your finances and your entire heart.  The 

Bible makes it clear that this is a big deal.  And you can't lose. 

St. Paul writes to the Corinthian Christians: "For God loves a cheerful giver.  And 

God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having 

all that you need, you will abound in every good work" (2 Corinthians 9:7-8 – NIV). 

Conclusion: Dear friends in Christ, by taking to heart these four principles of 

stewardship, you will experience the joy of giving.  Therefore, don’t give because 

you have to as a requirement of God's Law.  Rather, give because you want to in 

response to His grace.  For God’s ultimate grace toward you and me is the 

forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation offered through and by His eternal Son, Jesus 

Christ. 

St. Paul’s words to the Romans say it all: "He Who did not spare His own Son but 

gave Him up for us all – how will He not also, along with Him, graciously give us 

all things?" (Romans 8:32 – NIV). 

May God grant us wisdom to know that He is the source and owner of all things, 

especially our money. 

In the name of T Jesus, Who forgives all your sins.  Amen. 

 

To God alone the Glory! 


