
PENTECOST 23 (PROPER 27), NOV. 8, 2020 (STEWARDSHIP)     Rev. Roger A. Erdman 

Lectionary Readings: Amos 5:18-24; Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-

18; Matthew 25:1-13 

Sermon Title: Using Time Wisely 

Prayer: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of [our] heart[s] be 

acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, [our] Rock and [our] Redeemer.  (Psalm 

19:14) 
Salutation: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  (Ephesians 1:2) 

Text: The Word from God through which the Holy Spirit comes to stir our 

hearts as we begin our stewardship sermon series is from our psalm: Psalm 

31:15: “My times are in your hand.” 

Introduction: Dear friends in Christ, today we begin a series of sermons on 

stewardship.  Today’s theme has to do with using our time wisely.  As you are well 

aware, there are lots of things that compete for our time.  Yes, there are the big things 

in life, such as church, family and work that compete for our time. 

As well, lest we take for granted, there are the mundane things, such as waiting at 

traffic lights, opening junk mail, and trying to reach people on the telephone.  And 

so, we say: “I am so busy, I can’t seem to find to find time for this, that or the other 

thing.” 

I. Of all the gifts that God has given to us, time is one of the most valuable gifts we 

have.  In Genesis 1 we read: “And there was evening and there was morning, the 

first day” (v 5).  That means, God has given us 24 hours a day, 1440 minutes every 

day. 

Every hour that God gives to us, is to be used to honor Him with our lives by the 

way we carry out our work and use His gift of time.  When we recognize the value 

of time, we use it to serve our Lord and to serve our fellow man.  

However, choosing how to use time is not always easy, because: 

• There are so many things out there staring us in our faces. 

• There are so many options and so many possibilities.    

Yet, every single day is a gift.  Therefore, as a gift, it’s yours to enjoy and to 

appreciate and to use.  St. Paul writes in Ephesians 5 the proper way to use our time: 

“Be very careful, then, as to how you live.  Don’t be unwise but wise.  And make the 

most of your opportunities because these are evil days” (vv 15-16 – An American 

Translation). 
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Since time is a gift: 

• We want to use it to make a difference in the lives of others, to make this world 

a better place to live. 

• We want to use our time to give to God, to give to our fellowman, to our families, 

to our friends, and to ourselves. 

King Solomon, the writer of Ecclesiastes in chapter 3 reminds us: “There is an 

appointed time for everything and a right time for everything we want to do under 

the sun” (v 1 – An American Translation).  A time to plant, to reap, to laugh, to 

weep, and more. (Versified, as we sung in our sermon hymn – Lutheran Service 

Book, #762.) 

You see, we all receive the same amount of time, and we have the responsibility to 

budget our time wisely.  If you spend all your time on your phone surfing the Internet 

or playing games, then you have no time for your family and friends or for getting 

the things done that really need to be done. 

That means that you need to budget your time.  If you’re not sure how to budget 

your time, you might start by making a list to prioritize your time:  Things such as 

your worship life, your spiritual life, your family life, your work life, your 

recreational life.   

If we don’t have any direction as to where we’re going, then we’ll be like a ship 

without a rudder.  A kind of bouncing around all over the place and not going in any 

particular direction. 

Therefore, you might ask yourselves: 

• Am I wasting time, easily becoming distracted by insignificant little things? 

• Do I feel like I have to do everything myself, so that it’s done right? 

• Am I afraid to say no, so I don’t hurt someone’s feeling? 

• Am I busier than God intended me to be? 

II. If so, maybe you need to take a closer look at how you spend your time.  If God 

were your appointment secretary, what would He do with your schedule?  

Remember the story of Mary and Martha (Luke 10: 38-42)? 

• Mary was the one who took the time to sit at Jesus’ feet.  She listened to His 

teaching. 

• Martha was the one who was preoccupied with all the things she had to take care 

of, because she had such a short period of time in which to do them. 
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There are many times that Jesus would just love to have us come and sit at His feet, 

just to learn from Him.  A time to have His grace and His mercy exposed to us.  But 

so often we’re so distracted by all the other things in life.  Maybe they’re even 

important things, but they’re not as important as Jesus. 

Jesus knows that.  Because of our sin, He knows we have trouble establishing 

priorities.  Yes, we all know that we should have priorities and what they should be.  

However, it doesn’t seem to happen that way.  In fact, we can’t make it happen that 

way ourselves.  That’s exactly why God sent His eternal Son, Christ Jesus. 

The apostle John writes: “If we live in the light as [God] is in the light, we have it in 

fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, His Son, washes us clean from 

every sin.  If we say we don’t have any sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth isn’t 

in us.  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just, to forgive our sins and wash us 

clean from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:7-9 – An American Translation). 

Thus, having received God’s forgiveness in Christ Jesus, we have power to set our 

priorities straight.  You see, every new day is a gift from God.  And, when we fail to 

use our gift, we repent of our failures, and we are covered with the blood of Christ 

Jesus in His forgiveness, as He has forgiven us. 

Then we start all over again.  The next hour or the next day.  When we start with His 

power and His strength, we have the confidence that He’ll be there every step of the 

way.  He’ll be our companion, our guide, our friend each day along the way. 

III. However, sometimes we think Jesus doesn’t have anything to do with this.  That 

He can’t relate to all the things we do today.  Yes, He can.  He had the very same 

problems that we do. 

His days were so crowded sometimes that there was no time for Himself.  People 

even anticipated where He would go, and they would get there ahead of Him (Mark 

6:32-33).  When He got there, they would want to know more things (Mark 6:34). 

You see, Jesus had compassion for the people.  To the crowds who were stretched 

out and hassled and helpless, He said: “Come to Me, all you who are working hard 

and carrying a heavy load, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28 – An American 

Translation). 

But even Jesus had said to the disciples that there was a time needed for He and them 

for rest, because of their relentless schedule (Mark 6:31). So, they went away to a 

quiet place in a boat by themselves, not just to get away from it all but to get some 

rest – spiritual rest: 

• Rest that comes from God Himself. 

• Rest that comes through prayer. 

• Rest that comes from reflecting on God and His mercy and grace for us.   
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Therefore, the rest that Jesus is talking about isn’t just a chance to get away from it 

all.  Rather, it is: 

• A true rest. 

• A rest that refreshes. 

• A rest that encourages. 

• A rest that comes from Himself. 

And even so, today – the Lord’s day – we find our rest in God’s Word and 

Sacraments.  Whereby, we’re renewed and strengthened to serve Him and those 

around us. 

The writer to the Hebrews reminds us: Let us not stay away from our worship 

services, as some are regularly doing, but let us encourage one another, all the more 

because you see the Day coming nearer” (Hebrews 10:25 – An American 

Translation). 

Yes, let us remember the commandment in God’s design for spiritual rest: 

“Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.” 

• To restore our souls. 

• To be renewed by the grace of God to find our rest in Him. 

For Jesus died for all of our sins including the mismanagement of time.  Actually, 

it’s not our time, but His time.  The Psalmist said: “My times are in Your hand.”  

Yes, all of our time is in His hand. 

Conclusion: Dear friends in Christ, knowing that our Savior is always there for us: 

• That He loves us. 

• That He cares for us. 

• That He guides us. 

With that knowledge, this enables us to say that we trust in Him.  Yes: “My times 

are in Your hand.”  May God keep us that way in Christ Jesus. 

In the name of T Jesus, Who forgives all your sins.  Amen. 

 

To God alone the Glory! 


