
PENTECOST 19 (PROPER 23), OCTOBER 11, 2020       Rev. Roger A. Erdman 

Lectionary Readings: Isaiah 25:6-9; Psalm 23; Philippians 4:4-13; Matthew 22:1-

14 

Sermon Title: A Special Invitation 

Prayer: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of [our] heart[s] be 

acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, [our] Rock and [our] Redeemer.  (Psalm 

19:14) 
Salutation: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  (Ephesians 1:2) 

Text: The Word from God through which the Holy Spirit comes to stir our 

hearts for the Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost is from our Gospel 

Reading: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 22nd chapter. 

Introduction: Dear friends in Christ, it’s the last week of Jesus’ earthly ministry, 

and He’s very much preoccupied.  The past three Sundays, we’ve heard Jesus tell 

parables about that one thing that to Him is all-consuming: the kingdom of heaven. 

That continues today.  Jesus continues His preoccupation over the kingdom of 

heaven.  Ultimately, that means He has us in mind, as it regards our eternal rest.  

Therefore, the words of the apostle Paul are most applicable: “The sufferings of 

this present time are not worth comparing” (Romans 8:18). 

For the most part, heaven is the place we don’t think about all that much.  It’s as if 

we really don’t want to contemplate a preoccupation outside of this world.  We 

typically have a preoccupation of this world as it is connected to: 

• Our accomplishments. 

• Our desires. 

• Our motivations. 

• Our aspirations. 

This is to the extent that the kingdom of heaven is not really all that appealing: 

• It’ll be fine when I end this life. 

• It’ll be fine when I get there. 

• It’ll be a wonderful aftermath, a tasty dessert. 

No, getting into the kingdom purely by the grace of God doesn’t attract us that 

much.  That’s why we’re saving it for later, because there’s nothing else left to do 

once we die. 
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Therefore, if we’re honest about it, the kingdom of heaven simply isn’t our focus.  

We’re preoccupied elsewhere.  But, of course, we won’t be surprised to find that: 

JESUS’ PREOCCUPATION IS FAR BETTER THAN OUR OWN. 

I. In our Gospel Reading for today, Jesus goes off with His preoccupation: “The 

kingdom of heaven may be compared” . . . (v 2a).  And in this parable, He 

identifies two types of unbelievers. 

 Jesus begins, as He spoke to [the religious leaders of Israel] in parables, saying: 

“The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding 

feast for his son, and sent his servants to call those who were invited to the 

wedding feast, but they would not come.  Again he sent other servants, saying, 

‘Tell those who are invited, “See, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my 

fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come to the 

wedding feast.” ’  But they paid no attention and went off, one to his farm, 

another to his business, while the rest seized his servants, treated them 

shamefully, and killed them.  The king was angry, and he sent his troops and 

destroyed those murderers and burned their city. Then he said to his servants, 

‘The wedding feast is ready, but those invited were not worthy.  Go therefore 

to the main roads and invite to the wedding feast as many as you find.’  And 

those servants went out into the roads and gathered all whom they found, both 

bad and good.  So the wedding hall was filled with guests” (vv 1-10). 

To explain the parable, what does it mean when Jesus says that the kingdom is like 

a king who prepares a wedding banquet for his son?  This is to be understood as 

God the Father and God the Son, the Christ.  The king sends his servants out with 

the invitation once.  However, nobody shows. 

A second time, and we find out why: 

• One is more interested in his field. 

• The other in his business. 

• And still others become hostile to the invitation. 

Mind you, the invitation goes out to the called ones of Israel, and they don’t want 

it.  You may say to yourself: “Why would anyone reject the free gift of salvation?”  

Answer: They don’t want it!  Not on God’s terms!  Their own terms, sure.  But not 

on God’s terms! 

And this is just like you: 

• What is the field of the world that you’re most interested in? 

• What business are you most preoccupied with? 

• What is the grudge you bear that you are hostile to the invitation? 
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Therefore, the first type of person who rejects the king’s invitation is the one who 

rejects openly. 

Then there is the second type.  We find him at the end of the parable: 

“But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man who had 

no wedding garment.  And he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here 

without a wedding garment?’  And he was speechless.  Then the king said to 

the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot and cast him into the outer darkness.  

In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’  For many are 

called, but few are chosen” (vv 11-14). 

So, at last, the multitudes are flocking to the wedding feast!  The servants went out 

to the main roads and “as many as you find” came in and filled the wedding hall.  

Jesus now turns the emphasis to what they’re wearing – the special garments.  And 

notice there was one who wasn’t wearing the wedding garment.  And, he is 

extremely conspicuous, stressing the point that the king observes something 

outrageous and insulting. 

This is a slap in the face of the righteousness of the king – a man not wearing the 

garment graciously provided for him.  In other words, he is one who pretends. He 

stands among the guests insisting that he can attend the banquet by his own merit, 

again, on his own terms. 

Thus, he refuses to be humbled by mercy, leaving him either naked or in a clown 

suit.  He only pretends.  He has pretended all along.  For, he has never understood 

true freedom.  Therefore, we are back to “he doesn’t want it,” aren’t we? 

Why?  If this man in prideful self and like you and me in that manner, we are busy 

building our own kingdoms. We take care of and nurture them as if they will last 

forever.  Yes, that’s just like you and me!  Tell me that you wake up each morning 

of your life and go about your work with the eternal kingdom of heaven in full 

view.  The one into which you’ve been baptized. 

And you say: “Wait a minute!  I have things to do!  I’m busy down here!”  Yes, 

you are.  And that’s the point!  The human preoccupation in this short-lived world 

shoves the coming forever kingdom aside.  And it’s all because the human heart 

deems this world more worthy. 

II. So, as we consider the implications of this parable for us, we are the ones in the 

outlying areas.  We’re not in line at the box office wondering if the banquet is 

going to be sold out.  But the King invites.  He does it again and again. 

And the beauty is this: the peace of the Gospel is knowing the King does it in spite 

of you and me.  If He doesn’t do it in spite of us, then there is no grace, no joy.  

Jesus says: “This is what the kingdom of heaven is like!” 
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That means that Jesus has found you and me!  Therefore, the only way one can be 

preoccupied with the kingdom is knowing it only comes by way of Christ.  And 

that alone gives it its value!  The invitation is itself the value – in which through 

Himself the Messiah achieves the atonement for the sins of the world, absolves you 

and me of our preoccupations elsewhere. 

It is only through this invitation that you can have the perspective of the coming 

kingdom – knowing that Jesus has sought you out.  You see, you and I get to go to 

the feast because He sought us out!  And it is here.  It is right now.  Your see, He 

comes again and again and tells us to eat and drink of it “often in remembrance of 

me.” 

It doesn’t get any better than this.  Don’t be like those who reject the call as it 

comes through the Gospel.  Many people choose not to be the elect through their 

disinterest and preoccupation with earthly affairs.  Or prefer to wear their own 

works garments instead of the grace garment that God provides. 

Conclusion: Yes, dear friends in Christ, Jesus loves you that much.  So, come and 

receive the foretaste of the feast to come clothed in the robe of baptismal waters.  

This offer of grace in Christ is open and available to all.  There is no excuse.  Drink 

of the chalice, and leave here forgiven of all your preoccupations elsewhere. 

In the name of T Jesus, Who forgives all your sins.  Amen. 
 

To God alone the Glory! 


