
PENTECOST 15 (PROPER 19), SEPTEMBER 13, 2020       Rev. Roger A. Erdman 

Lectionary Readings: Genesis 50:15-21; Psalm 103:1-13; Romans 14:1-12; 

Matthew 18:21-35 

Sermon Title: True Forgiveness 

Prayer: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of [our] heart[s] be 

acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, [our] Rock and [our] Redeemer.  (Psalm 

19:14) 
Salutation: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  (Ephesians 1:2) 

Text: The Word from God through which the Holy Spirit comes to stir our 

hearts for the Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost is from our Gospel Reading: 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 18th chapter. 

Introduction: Dear friends in Christ, in consideration of Jesus’ parable of the 

Unforgiving Servant, the forgiveness of sins is a terrifying concept for Satan.  Why 

so? 

• It robs him of his control over us. 

• It snatches us from the depths of hell. 

• It gives us hope when he wants us to despair. 

So, for these reasons, he’s constantly trying to steal the forgiveness of sins from us. 

Christ, on the other hand, the forgiveness of sins is the greatest gift that He could 

give to us.  Because He gives us Himself which counters everything that Satan tries 

to do.  In shouldn’t surprise us then that forgiveness is a common theme in Scripture.  

And that it includes the Parable of the Unforgiving Servant, which helps us 

understand what forgiveness is and what it does. 

I. So, when Peter asked Jesus how many times he should forgive a fellow Christian, 

he was asking a reasonable question.  And by asking if seven times was enough, he 

went beyond Jewish teaching which said three times was enough. 

It’s natural to set limits on forgiveness because we only want to get knocked down 

so many times.  If the same person keeps hurting us, it’s clear, at least to us, that 

they’ve been given enough chances.  However, to limit forgiveness goes against the 

very nature of forgiveness which Jesus says has no limits. 

To explain limitless forgiveness, Jesus starts by saying: “Therefore the kingdom of 

heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his 

servants.  When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten 

thousand talents” (vv 23-24). 
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It’s a little difficult to pin down the value of a talent.  One estimate sets this man’s 

debt at $12 million to $20 million dollars.  How this servant accumulated the debt is 

unimportant.  The fact that it has now come due, that’s what’s important.  It’s a debt 

that was so tremendous that the man couldn’t possibly repay it ever.  But it doesn’t 

matter.  Because the king decrees the servant to pay what is owed to him. 

The debt the servant owes is huge.  And the debt we owe to our Heavenly King is 

huge.  You sin every day: 

• Some of you are sinning right now. 

• Some of your sins are deliberate, some are not. 

• Some sins are considered bad, others are considered not that bad. 

• Some sins seem to matter more than others. 

You may evaluate your sin and not see it as too much of a debt.  The thing is though, 

we’re not the ones who do the accounting.  All our sins are recorded in the ledger of 

the King, by the King: 

• He doesn’t ignore some sins because He thinks they’re no big deal. 

• He doesn’t cancel some of your debt because of something good you’ve done. 

Rather, the King marks down each and every one of your sins.  From the time you’re 

born to the time you die, your sins are added to your debt. 

So, when the servant cannot pay off his massive debt, the king did what he had the 

right to do.  Jesus says: “Since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, 

with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be made” (v 25). 

Although being sold into slavery, along with his wife and children, this wasn’t a 

death sentence.  However, it did mean that the family would be broken up and would 

spend the rest of their lives working for nothing.  Evidently, the thought of being 

sold into slavery rightly terrified the man, and so he begged for more time.  If the 

king just gave him a little more time, he would pay off His debt.  He couldn’t.  He 

never could.  But he begged for the chance to try. 

The debt of sin we’ve accumulated is a debt that we could never pay, but sometimes 

we try: 

• Do you ever find yourself doing something sinful and then think if nothing bad 

happens, you’ll never do it again? 

• Or you make promises to God that you’ll do better if He doesn’t punish you? 

• Or you’ll be extra good, extra holy, to somehow pay for your sins? 

But none of these things will ever work.  You can’t do it.  You can’t pay off your 

debt.  Period.  So, you deserve to be sold into slavery, slavery to Satan and Hell, 

which would satisfy your debt. 
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II. It is now though that we see the unbelievable happen.  Jesus says: “And out of 

pity for him, the master of that servant released him and forgave him the debt” (v 

27). 

We see the king has compassion, he has a stirring of love in his chest that leads him 

to go above and beyond what the man asked for: 

• He forgave the debt. 

• He wrote it off. 

• The man’s situation is instantly changed! 

• He no longer faces slavery. 

• He’s free. 

• His debt is forgiven. 

This is what forgiveness is, God releasing you from your debt.  And this isn’t 

because of some huge bankruptcy where debts go unpaid.  Rather, your debt is wiped 

out because Jesus paid it for you: 

• He was sold into the slavery of the death and hell for you. 

• He paid your debt with His body and blood. 

• He paid off your massive debt and now you are free. 

Therefore, your ledger, the one overflowing with what you owe God for all your 

sins, is instantly erased in His death.  Never again will you be called before the King 

to account for your debt.  He’s wiped it off the books, you’re forgiven, now and 

forever. 

And every time you come here and confess your sins, every time you beg for 

patience, God reminds you that your debt is paid in full.  You are forgiven, go debt 

free, go in peace. 

And so, the discharge of your debt means that you’re instantly changed, in your 

relationship with God, and with others.  The first servant instantly has a new 

relationship with the king, no longer indebted, his live would forever be different. 

He should’ve been changed.  But he wasn’t.  Jesus says: “But when that same 

servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred 

denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe’” (v 

28). 

Here we see the ungrateful servant hunted down someone who owed him about four 

months of wages and choked him while yelling at him to pay up.  Obviously the first 

servant lacked the compassion of the king. 
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What the first servant didn’t realize, is that the king had forgiven his debt.  God has 

forgiven your great debt, the debt that you wouldn’t ever be able to repay.  You see, 

God’s compassion leads you to show compassion to those who have hurt you. 

The forgiveness you show flows out of the forgiveness Christ first showed 

you.  Without His forgiveness, we’d never be able to forgive, but in His forgiveness, 

we are changed.  And this will change your relationship with those who have hurt 

you and reflect the relationship you have with the King. 

III. Jesus’ parable ends with a cautionary tale.  He says that when word got back to 

the king, he angrily chastised the servant: “‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all 

that debt because you pleaded with me.  And should not you have had mercy on your 

fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’  And in anger his master delivered him to 

the jailers, until he should pay all his debt” (vv 32-34).  

Therefore, to forgive others isn’t an optional thing.  We forgive as we’re forgiven.  If 

you hold onto anger, hatred, bitterness, in that, the compassion of God hasn’t 

changed you, your debt remains. 

Therefore, Jesus pronounces a severe warning here.  How so?  Because: 

• Forgiveness is the cornerstone of our relationship with God, with other 

individual Christians and to the whole Church. 

• Forgiveness is the most precious gift God has given to us, and we share it with 

others so that they too will know the joy of having their debt wiped out. 

Conclusion: In concluding matters, dear friends in Christ, Peter prompted this 

parable by asking Jesus: “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and I 

forgive him?  As many as seven times?” (v 21). 

This sounds fair, if you must forgive, do so.  However, see how Jesus responds to 

Peter’s questions: “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy times seven” (v 22). 

In other words, never stop forgiving: 

• Forgiveness isn’t limited when God wipes out our debt. 

• Forgiveness flows freely from Christ to you, to one another, and in it, we are 

brought back together to Christ and to our brothers and sisters in Christ. 

In the name of T Jesus, Who forgives all your sins.  Amen. 

 

To God alone the Glory! 

 

but the man’s debt was huge. 


