
PENTECOST 15 (PROPER 18), SEPTEMBER 5, 2021     Rev. Roger A. Erdman 
Lectionary Readings: Isaiah 35:4-7a; Psalm 146; James 2:1-10, 14-18; Mark 7:31-
37 

Sermon Title: A Table Greater than Grandma’s 
Prayer: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of [our] heart[s] be 
acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, [our] Rock and [our] Redeemer.  (Psalm 
19:14) 
Salutation: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. (Ephesians 1:2) 

Text: The Word from God through which the Holy Spirit comes to stir our 
hearts for the Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost is from our Gospel Reading: The 
Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the seventh chapter.   

Introduction: Dear friends in Christ, as I prepared for the sermon for today, I could 
not help but find by thoughts drifting elsewhere.  For whatever reason, my thoughts 
were Thanksgiving meals at my grandmother and grandfather’s home in Fall Creek 
(this is not uncommon for my mind to drift to those days).  The meals of my 
grandma were delicious.  Most certainly, a fellowship that amounted to a feast. 
I. Our text for today shows Jesus establishing fellowship with someone who  
according to Jewish custom was not to be accepted.  You see, a Gentile woman 
dared to approach the Lord, desiring that He heal her demon-possessed daughter.  A 
Gentile is a non-Jew, a pagan. 
Somehow, though, she had heard of the work of the Lord.  She approached Him, 
even though He went into a house so that no one could see Him at that time.  She 
came and fell at His feet. 
The Lord's response to her request for her daughter’s healing are rather unusual.  He 
said to her: “Let the children be fed first, for it is not right to take the children’s 
bread and throw it to the dogs” (v. 27). 
How could Jesus say something like that?  His words seem harsh, or are they?  The 
Greek word Jesus uses for dogs means “pet dogs” or “puppies,” rather than dogs 
meaning “scavengers” and “animals.”  Therefore, this word usage may imply a 
more friendly and inviting tone.  The woman understood Jesus’ reply in that sense. 
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Therefore, we could say this woman was no ordinary Gentile.  She also caught the 
implied promise in the words: “First . . . the children,” which suggested then the 
“pets.”  For Jesus had come to bring the Gospel first to the covenant children of 
Israel, only then would it be brought to all others (cf. Acts 13:46). 
So, at some point the Holy Spirit brought this woman to faith in Jesus Christ, for she 
said: “Yes, Lord; yet even the dogs under the table eat the children's crumbs” (v. 
28).  And at that moment the Lord announced to her that her daughter was healed. 
Thus, the healing came not from the woman’s coming before the Lord, but in His 
grace.  He acted out of love for this sheep not originally of His fold.  In doing so, 
He established a table fellowship of sorts with this Gentile woman, feeding not one 
of the children of the covenant, but one of the “pets.” 
Then, in our text we see how Jesus established a personal relationship with the deaf 
man who also had a speech impediment.  He took him away from the crowd so that 
the man would be focused on the Lord. 
• The man’s ears were opened, and his tongue loosed by the Lord’s word 

Ephphatha, which means: "Be opened." 
• Simply, the Lord spoke His word, and He brought healing.  

II. As the Lord established table fellowship with the Gentile woman and the deaf 
man, He fed them on His Word, a table fellowship even greater than dinner at 
Grandma's house.  As well, He seeks to have this greater table fellowship with us.  
For that reason, the Holy Spirit has brought us into this holy house. 
Today, He continues to follow this pattern.  He teaches us through the preaching of 
His Word and establishes His table fellowship with all the faithful who confess Him 
as Savior and Lord by thought, word, and deed.  And we respond to His Word, 
saying “Amen” to all things He teaches us. 
This is to say, we are not receiving crumbs.  We are invited to receive the very 
Bread of Life Himself as He comes to us in His body and blood.  This is the highest 
form of table fellowship we can be in on this side of heaven.  In heaven we will be 
in the greatest table fellowship of all, where we will dine at the marriage Feast of the 
Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. 
However, we live in a much less than perfect state than the fellowship our Lord seeks 
of us.  He seeks to feed us, but we do not always want to eat   There were times 
when I did not want to eat what my grandmother served me (especially after eating 
a full Thanksgiving meal, but you know how Grandma’s want to make sure one does 
not starve).  This was probably offensive to her because she, out of love, had 
prepared more for me and all gathered, and I rejected it. 
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III. On a much grander scale, we often do not want what our Lord desires to feed 
us.  And this grieves Him greatly because of what He went through on the cross for 
us out of His deep love for us.  You see, our sinful nature wants nothing to do with 
the Lord and what He offers in His Means of Grace. 
How often we find His Word, especially His Law, a very bitter pill for us to swallow.  
We do not like hearing who we really are, sinful and unclean, demon-possessed in 
our sinful nature, and in league with the devil.  Rather than read, mark, learn, and 
inwardly digest what our Lord gives us, we spit it back in His face as if we were two 
years old and being fed strained apricots.  Or, worse yet, as if we were like those 
demon-possessed characters we have seen in the movies. 
Quite frankly, we do not like the taste of God's Word in our mouths, ears, minds, 
and hearts.  It burns within us because we do not like to hear what He has to say: 
• We resent being told we cannot do whatever we want because it feels good or 

just because that's the way it's been done before. 
• We loathe not being the center of activity in the house of the Lord, for the Lord 

is the Actor in our lives, the Do-er of the verbs in the liturgy, the Divine Service. 
Thus: 
• We trample the pearls set before us. 
• We want something else. 
• We demand that God deal with us on our terms.  Yet our terms can bring about 

only eternal death and destruction for us.  
Even though I might not have enjoyed everything that Grandma set in front of me, 
she still loved me dearly.  And now, by the Holy Spirit, confessed Jesus Christ as 
Lord, she now enjoys the greatest table fellowship of all, being seated at her Lord's 
heavenly banquet table, forever singing His praises. 
This is where our dear Lord also wants us to be.  To this end He continues to offer 
His gifts to us in Word and Sacrament, for He continues to love us dearly.  Yes, He 
condemns us through the preaching of His Law.  But He also forgives us through 
the proclamation of the Gospel – in Holy Absolution and in the sermon.  Therefore, 
He establishes His table fellowship with us: 
• By teaching us where we have gone wrong. 
• And then, by announcing to us how He has healed our wretched situation.  

We hear this great message each Sunday.  For this is how the Lord makes His 
fellowship with us known.  He feeds us on the Gospel, the Good News of our 
salvation which has come only by the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 
Jesus Christ. 
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IV. Thanks be to God, Jesus Christ died on Good Friday to take away the sins of the 
world, of the people for all times and in all places.  You see, the Lord won this 
forgiveness for us.  And faith clings to this great gift.  For in it we also receive 
eternal life and salvation. 
Therefore, it is our Spirit-generated faith that has brought us here to hear the Word 
of the Lord, confess our sins, and receive this forgiveness where He offers it: Here 
in His house through His holy Word and His body and blood. 
Furthermore, we are not in this table fellowship alone, for we are with those united 
in our confession of faith and with those who have died in the faith before us – 
parents, grandparents, other family members.  This means that at the Lord’s Table 
we dine with a whole host of witnesses – the angels, archangels, and all the company 
of heaven, including those who died in the faith before us.  

Though the feast at the Lord’s Table does come to an end in each Divine Service, it 
is not the end of our table fellowship with the Lord.  He will still come to us, feeding 
us on His Word and Sacraments.  You see, it is our Lord’s desire that we all be with 
Him in heaven forever. 
Conclusion: Therefore, dear friends in Christ, may the loving-kindness and concern 
of Jesus bring comfort and peace to you, as you endure suffering in this world.  And 
as you look forward to His final good work of bringing us to the Father in the 
resurrection on the Last Day to a table greater than Grandma’s. 
In the name of T Jesus, Who forgives all your sins.  Amen. 
 

To God alone the Glory! 


