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Dear Friends in Christ,
Greetings in the name of our crucified and risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!
With the month of October upon us, fall is in full swing with all the fall activities and colors. More importantly, especially for Lutherans, Reformation Day comes to mind (October 31). On October 31, 1517
Martin Luther posted the 95-theses on All Saints Church (Castle Church) in Wittenberg, Germany.
Though the Reformation is paramount for Dr. Luther discovering the Gospel, he also was a prolific
writer throughout his life. In his writings it becomes abundantly clear he was a man who delighted in
prayer.
In 1535, when asked for advice on prayer by his barber and friend, Peter Beskendorf, the great reformer responded with a letter in which he described his own personal practice of prayer. This little work is
called: A Simple Way to Pray.” Here the reformer lays out his simple method of praying texts of the Ten
Commandments, the Lord’s Prayer, and the Creed. Pastor Matthew Harrison (President of the Lutheran
church—Missouri Synod) calls the method “I.T.C.P.”: 1) Instruction; 2) Thanksgiving; 3) Confession; 4)
Prayer.
In taking excerpts from Pastor Harrison’s introduction to this translation (Concordia, 2012) of Luther’s
work, he writes: This method anchors prayer in the catechism or other biblical texts, but allows the
Holy Spirit to prompt thoughts via the Word, which may be chased more freely by the mind at prayer.
Praying in the way described by Luther requires a time of solitude and intentionality. It will also require
a period of preparation – perhaps following a brief order of prayer like that found [in Portals of Prayer,
or] on pages 294-298 of Lutheran Service Book (Concordia, 2006), or the inside front cover of The Lutheran Study Bible (Concordia, 2009). . . .
Let me provide a very [brief] example from Hebrews 13:17: “Obey your leaders and submit to them, for
they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to give an account. Let them do this with
joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you.”
Instruction: Lord Christ, You instruct me here that I am to listen carefully and heed the word of my
pastor when he speaks Your Word. . . . You tell me in this text that I am to be a joy to my pastor and
not a pain, and this to my own spiritual benefit.
Thanksgiving: Jesus, I thank You for my pastor. In fact, I thank you for the pastor who baptized me. .
. . Thank You for all the sermons that have clearly shown me my sin and delivered to me the free forgiveness of the Gospel because of Your sacrifice on the cross.
Confession: Lord, I confess that so often I fail to pray for my pastor. I fail to be gracious to his family. I
do not pay attention to his preaching. . . . I have gossiped and failed to love and defend him. . . .
Prayer: Savior, bless my pastor with faithfulness to Your Word. Cause him to grow in knowledge of
Your Word. Give him courage and strength for his tasks. . . . I ask this for Your sake alone. Amen.
I pray this will be a profound blessing to you in these unprecedented times as you pray. And I beg you
for your prayers for me and Tammy, for all pastors, for Christian families, and for the Church.
In His Service,
Pastor Erdman
“But with a man who belongs to an everlasting kingdom all is well and it is fitting
that he should dance through life forevermore.” Martin Luther (1543)

St. Paul’s News and Notes

Hi, Everyone!

Fall is my favorite time of year…the nip in the air, hearing geese honking overhead, putting the garden to bed and the changing colors of the leaves! Yes, I know there’s another side with lots of work, but isn’t there a “flip” side to almost everything?? That’s where our attitude: negative or positive about life comes into play. Do we see the glass as half-empty or halffull, etc. God gives us more reasons to be joyful and hopeful when we keep our eyes on Him and not on all the chaos that
can be almost overwhelming in our world.
Many of you know that Jim and I have had our world turned upside down as of late. A few weeks ago, Jim took a tumble
head first down the basement stairs. He had a brain bleed and broke his neck (c2 vertebrae fractures). After spending 9 days
in the hospital at Wausau, he’s currently residing at Edgewater Haven in Port Edwards for rehab care. By the time you read
this, Lord willing I’ll have him home with nursing and therapy care coming here. God showed me right from the frightening
beginning of finding him at the bottom of the stairs that He had everything under control! I am so grateful that Jim didn’t
lose his life and isn’t paralyzed. The ambulance crew did everything right in stabilizing his neck and back. The neurologists
determined that they didn’t want to do surgery. Please pray for us if the Lord brings us to mind. Jim has a ways to go toward recovery as I become his loving caregiver.
I’m a little out of the loop as to the calendar, but I know there’s some LWML activities this month. LWML Sunday is recognized on the 4th, the Zone 14 Fall Rally will be held on Saturday, the 10th at Good Shepherd in Tomah and we have our first
Ladies Aid/LWML meeting here in months on Monday, the 12th at 6 p.m. There will be nominations for the offices of President and Secretary. Due to covid restrictions, many things will be different; but it’s good to see things get in motion. Mites
collection on Sunday, the 25th.
I regret that Sunday Bible class is on hold here at St. Paul’s for a while. St. James is getting going with more opportunities for
study and to serve (dinner).
I just finished reading the book of Hebrews. If you haven’t read it in a while, it’s a wonderful book with strengthening words
for living our Christian lives.
Until next month; take care of yourself and each other. Take time to enjoy the beauty of the season.
God Bless, Deb
LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE
For the years 2018-20, the South Wisconsin District-Lutheran Church Missouri Synod will be collecting mites. Each month we will publish
one of them and as they are paid, they will be taken off the list. So as you collect your mites please keep them in your prayers. LCMS Mission Central Support for Missionary . Biennium Church Worker Student Grant

Dear Father, as I drop this coin into my mite box, remind me to pray for this mission and hearts and
souls that it will touch with the love of Jesus Christ. In His name we pray. Amen.

St. Paul’s Birthdays
7th-Derek Huebner
13th-Gil Skurulsky
24th-Karl Huebner
25th-Donna Klein
26th-Nancy Skurulsky
27th-Susan Bennett
31st-Charlie Kallerud

St. James Birthdays
1st-Cathy Crabtree
Cloe Winters
Lawson Temen
3rd-Emma Negaard
5th-Darrel Hardy
Elmer Hornburg
6th-Greg Ebert
10th-Carol Timmermon
Gunnar Mach
Jason Jump
15th-Lucas Ebert

24th-Nicole Burke

St. Paul’s Anniversaries
8th-Pastor & Tammy Erdman
21st-Gil & Nancy Skurulsky
St. James Anniversaries
8th-Pastor & Tammy Erdman
11th-Jim & Vivian Elliott

A DEVOTIONAL MESSAGE FROM LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES – "It Was Empty"
And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleepPage
in 3
Christ have perished. If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied. But in fact Christ has
been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 1 Corinthians 15:17-20
Philip was born with Down syndrome.
He was likeable, lovable, but coordination kept him from doing everything his classmates did. It was two weeks before Resurrection Sunday, and Philip's teacher gave each of her students a plastic egg. You know, the kind of colored eggs pantyhose used to come in.
She told them to bring back their eggs with something that reminded them of Easter. It could be a real object or a drawing
they had done. Anything would work just fine.
The following week the class came back and each of the students opened and explained the meaning of the symbol they
had brought in their plastic egg.
One egg held a pretty flower; another held a photograph of a butterfly. It was an incredibly exciting time and the kids were
squirming to see what each person had brought. The volume kept getting louder as every student felt the need to explain
his or her egg or evaluate the eggs of others.
But then, second to last, an egg was open which contained nothing. That's right. Zero. Zip. Nada. Nothing. The kids were
speechless. At least for a moment they were speechless. Then came the critique. No, critique is not the right word. Criticism
is the right word.
One of the students commented "That's stupid!" or "Someone didn't do his homework!" or "Did their symbol get dropped on
the floor? Where did it go?"
After a minute, Philip confessed: "That egg belongs to me. It's empty, because Jesus' grave was empty." It was, in the language of Luther: a "Here I stand" moment.
Philip got it, just as 500 years before, Luther got it. Jesus' grave is empty and because of that our sins are forgiven. Because of God's grace alone, found in Scripture alone, received by faith alone, heaven awaits.
Yes, Philip got it. That summer Philip got something else: an infection. Most children would have shaken off such a little
thing. Philip's body couldn't.
At his funeral, nine eight-year-old children, accompanied by their teacher, brought a gift and placed it in his casket. I don't
have to explain it was a plastic egg, you know, the kind pantyhose used to come in. But there was nothing inside that egg.
It was empty -- just as empty as Jesus' tomb.
THE PRAYER: Dear Lord, I give thanks for the resurrection which shows that Your work is complete and I have been forgiven and saved. May the world see what You have done as clearly as did Philip. In the Savior's Name I ask it. Amen.
In Christ I remain His servant and yours,

Pastor Ken Klaus, Speaker emeritus of The Lutheran Hour®, Lutheran Hour Ministries
Randy Randall, Lutheran Hour Ministries Ambassador for St. James Lutheran Church

Mark your calendars-Fall Harvest Dinner-St. James October 17, 2020 Please
sign up for work & donations . Sheets are on the easel board in the Fellowship
Hall.

OFFICIAL ACTS
September
St. James None
St. Paul’s None

Bible Readings for October

11th Come to the Lord’s House
12th 1Th 4:1-18
13th 1Th 5:1-28
14th 2Th 1:1-12
15th 2Th 2:1-3:18
16th 1Tm 1:1-20
17th 1Tm2:1-15
18th Come to the Lord’s House
19th 1Tm 3:1-16
20th 1Tm 4:1-16
21st 1Tm 5:1-25
22nd 1Tm 6:1-21
23rd 2Tm 1:1-18
24th 2Tm 2:1-26

25th
26th
27th
28th
29th
30th
31st

Come to the Lord’s House
2Tm 3:1-4:22
Ti 1:1-16
Ti 2:1-15
Ti 3:1-15
Phm 1-25
Heb 1:1-14

Reaching Up, Reaching Out, Reaching In With the Lord

St. James and St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church

1106 S. Main St.
Necedah, WI 54646
Phone: 608-565-7252
E-mail: pastor@stjamesnecedah.com

We’re on the web:
www.stjamesnecedah.com

NEW BIBLE STUDY: There is a new
Bible Study coming up at St. James, beginning Sunday, October 4. The time is
9:15 a.m. The study is titled: Called to
Vote: A Christian’s Approach to Elections. It runs through the Sundays of
October. This study is not intended to
lead you to a particular candidate or the
sweep of any party platform. Rather,
this study provides congregations and
pastors with a tool that is designed to
spark a thoughtful biblical conversation
about voting in a democracy. Thank
you.

It’s that time again—Sunday School has begun as has Confirmation Class. We are excited to have this season begin. It
is our ever-loving pleasure to bring God’s Word to these
children and we hope that in their lifetime they will also
spread the Word. We ask that you keep these children in
your prayers that they come regularly and work hard at
learning more about God and His love for us. And thank
you to everyone for their continued support of the Christian education for our young people.
God’s Blessings,
Sunday School Staff
Sunday School is in full swing! We will be placing an
offering basket out for the children to place a small offering in if they desire and are able. This offering helps
to pay for snacks for the children, craft supplies, and
other materials that make the Sunday School experience enjoyable.

