
ADVENT MIDWEEK 1: NOVEMBER 30/DECEMBER 1, 2021  Rev. Roger A. Erdman 
Lectionary Readings: Deuteronomy 25:5-6; Matthew 1:1, 15-16; Luke 3:23-24 
Sermon Title: Joseph: Of David’s Lineage 

Prayer: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of [our] heart[s] be 
acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, [our] Rock and [our] Redeemer.  (Psalm 
19:14) 
Salutation: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  (Ephesians 1:2) 
Text: The Word from God through which the Holy Spirit comes to stir our 
hearts for Advent Midweek 1 are from our two very brief Reading from the 
Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew and St. Luke. 

Introduction: Dear friends in Christ, among the many important elements in the 
Christmas story, for which we are preparing these weeks, is – believe it or not – the 
genealogy of Jesus, recorded in the Gospel of Matthew and the Gospel of Luke.  
Matthew’s Gospel begins: “The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of 
David, the son of Abraham” (v. 1). The genealogy of Jesus is important, more than 
any other reason, to show that: GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES. 
This evening’s focus is on Joseph, the human father of Jesus.  As we consider the 
genealogy of Joseph, I will say there are more than one viewpoint in following it 
through.  However, we are going to consider the view of Eusebius, an early Church 
father. 
I. Joseph: The Son of . . . Whom?  One thing that makes the genealogy of Jesus 
confusing is the end of it: 
• Matthew’s Gospel tells us that Jacob is Joseph’s father. 
• Luke’s Gospel says that Heli is Joseph’s father. 

Which one is accurate?  Actually, both of them are true according to the viewpoint 
of Eusebius, the third-century church historian.  He cites that in the Old Testament 
there was a law that stated that whenever a man died childless, it was his brother’s 
legal responsibility to produce a son so his line would not die, as you heard in our 
Old Testament Reading (Deuteronomy 25:5-6).  
Eusebius provides us with important information. He quotes an earlier historian, 
Julius Africanus, who explains that Jacob was the “natural” or biological father, 
while Heli was the legal father, adding that the relatives of Jesus had gone on record 
to explain Jesus’ genealogy. 
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Church history, then, gives us an answer concerning Jesus’ genealogy.  And we find, 
to our surprise no doubt, that both Matthew and Luke would be correct: 
• Matthew names the biological father of Joseph according to the Law – Jacob. 
• Luke names the legal father of Joseph – Heli. 

It’s at least somewhat ironic that this is what Christ does for us as our perfect 
substitute: 
• We are like the first husband (Heli in Joseph’s case) who dies childless – unable 

to fulfill the Law because of sin.  As a result, we are under a death sentence. 
• However, Christ stepped in as our perfect substitute and fulfilled what we were 

unable to do on our own.  Therefore, Jesus stepped in, much like the brother 
(Jacob in Joseph’s case) in Old Testament law and fulfilled the Law of God in 
our place. 

Because of Jesus’ suffering and death on the cross of Calvary, our names are not 
blotted out of God’s book of life.  That is the substance of the Gospel – Jesus taking 
our place and doing what we could not.  Our death sentence has been removed 
because of the cross and resurrection of Jesus. 
Therefore, to dismiss the genealogy of Jesus as irrelevant, would miss its 
significance.  The significance of Jesus’ genealogy gives us an opportunity to see 
Jesus Christ as the God-man – the Son of God and the Son of Man – to fulfill the 
Law in its entirety.  For: 
• Only Jesus as God are sins forgiven. 
• Only Jesus as God is the wrath of God appeased. 
• Only Jesus as God are the works of the devil crushed. 
• Only Jesus as true man is the Law fulfilled as the new Adam. 

II. And so, as we consider: 
• Matthew’s genealogy begins with Abraham and ends with Jesus. 
• Luke’s genealogy begins with Jesus and ends with Adam. 

In that context, receive by faith at least five significant promises that God made and 
kept: 

• The first promise was the one God made to Eve in the Garden of Eden after 
Adam and Eve had sinned.  He told Satan: “I will put enmity between you and 
the woman and between your descendants and her Descendant” (Genesis 3:15 
– AAT).  And in the virgin birth of Christ, the promise was fulfilled.  God keeps 
His promises! 
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• The second promise was to Abram when he was still childless.  God promised 
him: “In you all the peoples of the earth will be blessed” (Genesis 12:3 – AAT).  
Christ was the fulfillment of that promise, even as St. Paul writes: “[God] 
doesn’t say: ‘and to the descendants,’ in plural, but in the singular: ‘and to your 
Descendant, Who is Christ’” (Galatians 3:16).  God keeps His promises! 

• The third promise was made to Israel through Moses.  Moses told the Israelites: 
“The LORD your God will raise a Prophet for you, one of you, an Israelite, like 
me; listen to Him” (Deuteronomy 18:15). 
What kind of prophet was Moses?  He was a deliverer!  Moses was the one whom 
God used to lead the people of Israel out of their slavery in Egypt.  Jesus has 
delivered us from slavery to sin by His cross and resurrection.  God keeps His 
promises! 

• The fourth was the promise made to King David. 
o God promised David: “When your time is up and you lie down with your 

ancestors, I will raise up your Descendant Who will come from you, and I 
will establish His kingdom”_(2 Samuel 7:12 – AAT). 

o David believed this promise, and wrote the words of Psalm 110: “The LORD 
says to my Lord: ‘Sit at My right until I make Your enemies Your footstool’” 
(v 1).  God kept His promise to David.  Yes, God keeps His promises! 

III. Regarding the focus of this evening’s sermon – namely, Joseph – God also made 
a promise to this man of faith: “Joseph son of David, don’t be afraid to take your 
wife Mary home with you; her Child is from the Holy Spirit.  She will have a Son, 
and you will call Him Jesus, because He will save His people from their sins” 
(Matthew 1:20-21 – AAT). 
Because God kept His promise to Eve, to Abram, to Israel, to David, and to Joseph, 
we can be assured God will keep His promises to us as well: 
• God has promised us that because of the cross and resurrection of Jesus, He will 

forgive our sins. 
• God has promised that through faith in Jesus, we have the right of adoption as 

His sons and daughters with a full inheritance. 
You see, God kept His promises to His Old Testament people, and He will keep His 
promises to us. 
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Conclusion: Dear friends in Christ: “The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the 
son of David, the son of Abraham.” These are not words of a useless genealogy with 
no meaning.  These are words of promises fulfilled by God to His people. 
Therefore, looking at the genealogy of Joseph, we see a greater picture of what Jesus 
did for us by fulfilling the Law as our perfect substitute. 
GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES! 

In the name of T Jesus, Who forgives all your sins.  Amen. 
 

To God alone the Glory 


