
St. James & St. Paul’s

River’s Edge
From the Pastor’s Pen

Dear Friends in Christ,

Greetings in the name of our crucified and risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!

Roughly one-third of the world at least claims Christianity as their religious affiliation. In the United States those 
claim who Christianity as their religion has dropped to an alarmingly low of 48 percent of the population. The num-
ber, however, who actually believe that Jesus earned the right for them to go to heaven by His death on the cross is 
unknowable, but we can be sure that it is many fewer.

At the same time, especially in this “information age,” it’s not uncommon for people to have friends and acquaintances 
all over the world.

So, what would happen if you and every other Christian today told someone about Jesus, that He paid for their sins 
so they could live forever? Or because of the many who claim Christianity but don’t know Christ, having been taught 
that Christianity is about “being good,” what if you told two people today?

And what if those people who were told about Jesus and the salvation He gives were to believe and tell one or two 
more people? Should those people believe, then every person on earth would be on the one-way road to heaven. 
Think of it as two-days to worldwide salvation.

Of course, many who hear the Gospel, the good news of Jesus’ sacrifice in our place, will reject it. So, what if you told 
two people today and two more tomorrow? What if you kept asking around until you found a friend who would like 
to come with you to the service this Sunday?

The simple reality is that Christians, yourself included, they and you in sharing this good news proactively, millions 
would be saved through the Holy Spirit working through God’s message. No don’t wait for someone to come up to 
you and ask you how to get to heaven. 

Many people get this newsletter, many of whom do not attend services on a regular basis. If you’re one of those who 
would be considered an “inactive,” don’t wait for an invitation. Many stay away because they’re afraid of coming back 
after a long time and being condemned for their absence. To you, let me reassure you that the Christian church is all 
about forgiveness – that’s why Jesus came. Consider this your invitation from me – we will be celebrating with the 
angels when you come.

And if you’ve had the opportunity to invite someone and haven’t taken that opportunity, the same message applies to 
you: Jesus forgives you as well. That’s why He came.

Pastor Erdman

“But with a man who belongs to an everlasting kingdom all is well and it is fitting that he should dance through life forevermore.” 

— Martin Luther (1543)
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St. Paul’s News & Notes
Happy Springtime, Everyone!

Is there ever more changes around us than springtime brings? It’s amazing watching the grass green 
up and grow, tulips and crocuses popping up, rhubarb and asparagus coming up to celebrate the 
warmer weather. It’s awesome to me each and every year! I’ve already been able to make Jim a rhubarb 
pie and make a batch of jam (a new recipe for Rhubarb Pineapple Raspberry jam…mmm).

Things are getting busy around here! Let’s take a look at the May calendar: quarterly congregational 
meeting on the 2nd, we celebrate/remember our Mother’s on the 9th, Monday the 10th at 6 p.m. La-
dies Aid/LWML, Saturday the 15th Armed Forces Day (thank you to all who serve and their dedica-
tion to our country), 23rd Confirmation Day and the 31st is the “kick off ” to summer Memorial Day.

Some updates: our Ladies Aid/LWML had an extended meeting last month. President Lori had a 
lot of ground to cover. We are working on our 2021 Missions budget and fundraising ideas for the 
future.

We are so happy to have a confirmand here! Brooklynn has worked hard (as I’m sure the St. James’ 
students have, too!). We will be having cake for a small reception following the service on the 23rd. I 
want to thank Pastor for his efforts to support Brooklynn with his many trips to St. Paul’s on Satur-
day mornings for class. Thank you from Brooklynn, Kristen, Andy and me (Grandma Deb).

We’ve been discussing not having a scheduled Work Day this month. Instead we hope that all who 
are able will pick out a task that you see needs to be done and take that on; washing windows, vacu-
uming, cleaning the bathrooms, etc. Talk to Tracey or myself for more details.

With Memorial Day coming up, the St. Paul’s Cemetery Committee have the revised cemetery regu-
lations ready to be distributed. We will have them available and ready for mailing soon.

There’s a lot happening this month, but I want to spend these last lines talking about Mothers. When 
my kids were young, I used to say that being a mother was like being in the army, “the toughest job 
you’ll ever love!” I’d like to share a few quotes to celebrate motherhood. For many of us our mothers 
are in heaven….they are gone, but NEVER forgotten…

Successful mothers are not the ones that have never struggled-they are the ones that never give up 
despite the struggles.

Motherhood is a million little moments that God weaves together with grace, redemption, laughter, 
tears, and most of all LOVE.   Lysa TerKeurst

The loveliest masterpiece of the heart of God is the heart of a Mother.  St. Therese of Lisieux

THE CHRISTIAN MOTHER – Sometimes I take for granted the Christian mother who is there. 

The mother who has raised me, who gave her love and care. The mother who helped me grow in a 
fine, Christian home. The mother who has taught me with God we’re not alone. The mother who has 
laughed with me when all was going well. The mother who has picked me up the times that I have 
failed. The mother I didn’t appreciate until I was fully grown. The sacrifices she made for me as time 
quickly moved along. The mother with such Christian faith that helped me from the start. The moth-
er who I love and cherish, and treasure in my heart.

Until next month; take care, get your lives back to normal where you can, and serve the LORD with 

gladness!   

God Bless, Deb



Birthdays & Anniversaries
Any dates that are wrong or names need to be taken off, please let Lisa Brockwell know

St. James Anniversaries
3rd 1980 - John & Penny Oens 

14th 2016 - Nathan & Andrea Raether 

St. Paul’s Anniversaries
12th - Kim & Glen Skibba

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
2020-2022 Biennium Bethany Asaba Delta State Nigeria—New Church Planting, BuildingCompletion Request 

$12000 Unfunded - The purpose of this grant is to complete the Church building so that people will worship Gode

We are having a LWML/Ladies Aide meeting on May 10th at 6 pm and will be practicing social distancing with masks.

St. Paul’s Birthdays
13th - Brooklynn Hoffman
29th - Bill Winters

St. James Birthdays
1st - Andrea Raether 
2nd - Sabrina Elliott-Bell 
7th - Lacey Winters
8th - Anne Houy
9th - Richard Braund
12th - Kelly Jump
18th - Annette Fischer 
            Sandra Mortensen
21st - Joan Rabold
26th - Debbie Mews
30th - Lilly Oens
31st - Melladie Gatzke 

Official Acts
St. James

Funeral - Gertrude Kirtz • April 16
St. Paul’s

None



A DEVOTIONAL MESSAGE FROM LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES  
– “Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling”
“Holy Spirit, ever dwelling, In the holiest realms of light; Holy Spirit, ever brooding, O’er a world of gloom and night; Holy 
Spirit, ever raising, Those of earth to thrones on high; Living, life-imparting Spirit, You we praise and magnify.

“Holy Spirit, ever working, Through the Church’s ministry; Quick’ning, strength’ning, and absolving, Setting captive sinners 
free; Holy Spirit, ever-binding, Age to age and soul to soul. In communion never ending, You we worship and extol.”

The Holy Spirit, who once hovered “over the face of the waters” in the dark void of creation’s beginning (Genesis 
1:2b), is still “brooding o’er a world of gloom and night.” The Spirit, “ever working through the church’s ministry,” 
enlightens the sinful darkness of hearts and minds through the Gospel of Jesus Christ. In the ministry of the church, 
through the Word and the Sacraments, the Spirit is “quick’ning, strength’ning, and absolving.” He quickens, that is, He 
brings life from death. He strengthens our faith through the Word and absolves repentant hearts through the forgive-
ness of sins.

We may not often speak—or sing—about the Holy Spirit, except on the festival of Pentecost. But perhaps that is be-
cause it is the Spirit’s task to point, not to Himself, but to Jesus. The Lord said of the promised Spirit, “He will glorify 
Me, for He will take what is Mine and declare it to you” ( John 16:14). On Pentecost, that is what the Spirit did: He 
glorified Jesus.

Fifty days after Jesus rose from the dead, the promised Holy Spirit was poured out on the disciples, and on that early 
Pentecost in Jerusalem, the sermon was all about Jesus. The apostle Peter announced that Jesus of Nazareth had been 
delivered into the hand of His enemies and crucified. Then, “God raised Him up, loosing the pangs of death, because 
it was not possible for Him to be held by it” (Acts 2:24). God had exalted the risen Savior as Lord and Messiah. The 
Holy Spirit was at work that day, glorifying Jesus and calling people to repentance as the listening crowd asked the 
apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” Peter answered, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the Name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:37b-38). Those 
who heard and received the Word were baptized, and on that day the Spirit added about three thousand people to 
the church (see Acts 2:41).

That is what the Holy Spirit did on that early Pentecost, and that is what He is doing still today. Through the proc-
lamation of the Word, in Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, in the forgiveness of sins, the Spirit unites the church in a 
communion—a fellowship—that extends across the centuries. The Spirit binds us “age to age and soul and soul,” until 
we join with all the saints in eternal fellowship and offer our Spirit-born praise before the throne of God.

THE PRAYER: Holy Spirit, we pray that You would work through our witness to set captive sinners free and bring 
them to faith in Jesus Christ. Amen.

                                        This Daily Devotion was written by Dr. Carol Geisler.  
       It is based on the hymn,  “Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling,”  
       which is found on page 650 of the Lutheran Service Book.

                                         Randy Randall
                                         Lutheran Hour Ministries Ambassador for  
        St. James Lutheran Church







SUMMER

FUN
YOUT H

They are NOT required

May 29th • Bring a friend Bowling. Strike Zone in Tomah • 4 - 6 pm
Youth group will cover the cost to get in for church youth, a friend & drinks. 
Bring money for any extras. 
Each youth bring a blanket/treats/toy to donate to the Carl W. Nelson animal shelter. 

June 26th • Bring Your Friends to Youth Night • 5 - 7 pm
Cookout, activities and Sing along at church. 
Each youth bring a container of baby wipes to donate to Juneau Co. Foster Care Program 

July 24th • Swimming at Tomah Aquatics Center • 2 - 4:30 pm 
Youth Group will cover the costs of drinks and to get in. 
Each youth bring two canned goods for the Necedah Food Pantry. 

August 21st • Picnic at the Park • 4:30 - 6:30 pm
 Youth may bring friends. More details to be determined at a later date. 
Each youth asked to bring two canned goods for the Necedah Food Pantry

Masks to be worn at the discretion of the youth’s parent/guardian.




