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Ascension Day (Observed) • Divine Service Setting One (pg. 151ff) 

May 16, 2021 
Hymns: 491, 553, 492, 537, 525 

Pre-Service Prayers 
 

As We Gather 
 

Our Lord Makes Us His Holy People and Seals Us with His Spirit 
At Mount Sinai, “Israel encamped before the mountain, while Moses went up to God” (Ex. 19:2–3). Through 
Moses, God gave the Law and sealed His covenant through sacrifice. The Lord made Israel His “treasured 
possession among all peoples,” as well as “a kingdom of priests and a holy nation” (Ex. 19:5–6), if they 
would listen to His voice and do what He had spoken. In these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son, who 
has come down to us and gone up to God by way of His death and resurrection. He has fulfilled the Law and 
poured out His own blood as the New Covenant. Therefore, “that the Father may be glorified in the Son,” He 
will do whatever we ask in His name (John 14:13–14). He gives “another Helper … even the Spirit of truth” 
to be with us forever (John 14:16–17). The Spirit helps us in our weakness and intercedes for us “with 
groanings too deep for words” (Rom. 8:26). Now we pray with confidence as we eagerly await “the revealing 
of the sons of God” (Rom. 8:19). 
 
Hymn of Invocation LSB 491 

Confession and Absolution 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 
 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your 



Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all 

your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Psalm Psalm 47 
1Clap your hands, all peoples! 
 Shout to God with loud songs of joy! 
2For the LORD, the Most High, is to be feared, 
 a great king over all the earth. 
3He subdued peoples under us, 
 and nations under our feet. 
4He chose our heritage for us, 
 the pride of Jacob whom he loves. 
5God has gone up with a shout, 
 the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 
6Sing praises to God, sing praises! 
 Sing praises to our King, sing praises! 
7For God is the King of all the earth; 
 sing praises with a psalm! 
8God reigns over the nations; 
 God sits on his holy throne. 
9The princes of the peoples gather as the people of the God of Abraham. 
For the shields of the earth belong to God; he is highly exalted! 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now 
and will be forever. Amen 
 

Kyrie  LSB 152 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 

all let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 



C Amen. 
 

This Is the Feast  LSB 155 
C This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are His. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day  

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 
Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, ascended into the heavens, so may 
we also ascend in heart and mind and continually dwell there with Him, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
  
C Amen.  
 

First Reading Acts 1:1–11 
 1In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2until the day 
when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he 
had chosen. 3To them he presented himself alive after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them 
during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 
 4And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the 
promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5for John baptized with water, but you will 
be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 



 6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom 
to Israel?” 7He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his 
own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9And when he 
had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their 
sight. 10And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white 
robes, 11and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken 
up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Ephesians 1:15–23 
 15For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the 
saints, 16I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, 17that the God of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the 
knowledge of him, 18having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope 
to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19and what is 
the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the working of his great 
might 20that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in 
the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name 
that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 22And he put all things under his feet 
and gave him as head over all things to the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills 
all in all. 
  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Alleluia and Verse  LSB 156 
C Alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Holy Gospel Luke 24:44–53 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord.  
  
 44Then [Jesus] said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that 
everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 
45Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46and said to them, “Thus it is written, that 
the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47and that repentance and forgiveness 
of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are 
witnesses of these things. 49And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in 
the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” 



 50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. 51While he 
blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. 52And they worshiped him and 
returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53and were continually in the temple blessing God. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ.  
 

Hymn of the Day LSB 553 
 

Sermon Acts 1:1-11; Jesus is Enough! 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Church 

 
Offering - Please sign the record of fellowship pad found in each pew so we know is worshipping with us 
today. Temporarily the offering is collected at the back of the sanctuary at both congregations. 

 
Offertory LSB 159 

C What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me? 
I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord. 
I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord. 
I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people, 
in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 

 



(SJ) Service of the Sacrament 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives 
into our mouths not only bread and wine, but his very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to 
strengthen our union with him and with one another. Our Lord invites to his table all who trust his words, repent of all sin, and 
set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves us, that they may show forth his death until he comes. 
Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy 
Communion is a confession of the faith which is professed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold 
confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the 
Sacrament, must first speak with the pastor or the elder. For those who are in need of non-alcoholic wine, that is provided in 
the middle of the tray. Also, if you are in need of a gluten-free wafer please speak to an elder or the pastor before the service. 
 
Preface  LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who after His 
resurrection appeared openly to all His disciples and in their sight was taken up into heaven that 
He might make us partakers of His divine life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all 
the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
saying: 

 
Sanctus  LSB 161 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created 
and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant 
joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His 
blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and 
strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood 
as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to 



celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. 
Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, 
honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to 
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini  LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei  LSB 163 
C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 
Distribution Hymn LSB 492 
Distribution Hymn LSB 537 

 
Thank the Lord  LSB 164 

C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done. 
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. 
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy 



with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and 
we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward 
You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen.  
 

Benediction  LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Hymn to Depart LSB 525 
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Our Gifts to God 
St. James – Attendance: 26 
Offering Plate (Envelopes & Loose): $1,001.00 
Sunday School:               $5.00 
Radio:                 $0.00 
Total:              $1,006.00 

St. Paul’s – Attendance: 15 
Offering Plate (Envelopes & Loose):    $669.00 
 
Total:                 $669.00 
 

 

 
 
 
Stewardship Thought 
Acts 1:11 – “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from 
you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” Christ has died. Christ is 
risen. Christ is ascended, and Christ will come again. We live our lives in this world in the sure confidence of 
the world to come. We live as people who know our Lord Jesus and who know that He is coming back. This 
makes all the difference in how we approach our stewardship and how we care for the things of this world. 
 
Lectionary Readings to prepare for next week’s worship  



Ezekiel 37:1-14; Acts 2:1-21; John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15 
 
Daily Readings for Week 20  (as found in The Lutheran Study Bible Two-Year Reading Plan) 

May 16: Divine Service  
May 17: Joshua 20:1-21:45 
May 18: Joshua 22:1-34 
May 19: Joshua 23:1-16 
 

May 20: Joshua 24:1-33 
May 21: Judges 1:1-36 
May 22: Judges 2:1-23 
 
 

Life Thoughts – Jesus’ solution to human suffering is not to end life but to accompany it (John 17:15). 
Christians resist assisted suicide because we have the privilege of carrying a neighbor’s cross instead of letting 
it crush him or her. In this way our Lord makes us one as He and the Father are one (John 17:11). And we 
receive nothing less than the fullness of His joy (John 17:13)! 
 

Announcements 
(SJ) Sunday School: Cancelled for the remainder of the year. 

Confirmation: Confirmation Sunday is May 23rd. 

Cards: If you are in need of a card for graduation, anniversary, birthday, sympathy etc. please consider 
purchasing one in the sanctuary. They are reasonably priced and have an uplifting Christian message.  
 
We deeply appreciate your thoughtfulness and thank you most sincerely for the cards and expressions of 
sympathy given to us after the loss of my sister, Judy and cousin, Vern. Thank you for your kindness, support 
and prayers at this difficult time.  Don and Deb Ennis 



 

Prayers for those in our family of faith and those close to us… 

St. Paul’s Members: 
Those who are Homebound or in a Care facility 
Eleanor Van Meter     

Those with Special Concerns 
Denna Winters   
Mary Lou Trutt 

Those Who Grieve For 
Margaret Marth (Mother of Mic Marth) 
Loved Ones of the Congregation 
Gregg Winters (son of Sharon Winters)  
Mary Shear (sister-in-law of Donna Klein)  
Glen Skibba 
Leann Winters (wife of Dale Winters) 
Karen Smedbron (daughter of Delores Smedbron) 
Todd Wallender (son of Patsy Wallender) 
Ginny Link 
Delores Smedbron 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. James Members: 
Those with Special Concerns 
Alvina (nee Pollock) O’ Connor 
Daryl Fabian 
Linda Randall 
Vivian Elliott 
MaryAnn Peterson 
Joey Awe 

Those Who Grieve For 
Karen Roy (Friend of Bonnie Augustynowicz) 
Vern Schilf (Cousin of Deb Ennis) 

Loved Ones of the Congregation 
Judy Ahlers (sister of Deb Ennis) 
Dave and Judy Berna (family of Gert Kirtz) 
Marylin Fuss (Megan’s friend) 
Ed Kindschi (Sandy Harry’s Nephew-in-Law)                                                                                    
Ken Finke (Brother of Deb Ennis) 
Donna Wick (sister of Bill Gatzke)  
Delaney Kraemer (Friend of the Fischer Family)                                                                  
Daniel O’ Connor (husband of Alvina O’ Connor)                                                                                                                                                                         
Edie Norling                                                                                                                                                                         
Arie Loewenhagen (Friend of Sandy Harry)  
Darlene Oens (Christina Fischer’s Aunt) 
Laudon Reddick (Friend of Christina Fischer) 
Eric Faulkner (Lindy & Joyce Hanson’s grandson) 
Beverly Shong (Friend of Sharon Lutz) 
Carrie Wilbanks (Friend of Veronica Nelson)

Those who are persecuted for Christ’s Sake.  

Pastor Ryan and Emily McDermott & their family. 
 

Remember in Prayer: If you have a prayer request for yourself or a loved one, or are hospitalized either by an 
emergency or by planned care, please inform Pastor Erdman as soon as possible by calling his cell 920-312-
2079, via his email pastor@stjamesnecedah.com or call the church office at 565-7252 and the information will 
be given to Pastor Erdman. Anyone who needs to reach Pastor Erdman, whether it is an emergency or non-
emergency situation, please contact him by calling the church office at 565-7252 or his cell 920-312-2079.



Those Serving in Worship Today 
Worship Leader: Pastor Roger Erdman 
Organist: (SP) Mrs. Tracey Draper, (SJ) Mrs. Sharon Lutz 
SJ Elder for the Month (May): Richard Braund 
SJ Trustee for the Month (May): Don Ennis 
SJ Altar Care for the Month (May): Altar Guild Members 
SP Altar Care for the Month (May): Denna Winters & Tracey Draper 
SJ Radio Sponsors: Richard & Jeanie Baumgart 
SJ Altar Flowers: Walter & Rosie Balsiger in honor of Chris & Sheila’s wedding 
 

Special Needs 
• At this time the VA is not accepting donations 
• Necedah Food Pantry – Any non-perishable food items 
 

Contact Information 
Church Office: 1106 S. Main St. Necedah, WI 54646 
Telephone: 608-565-7252     Fax: 608-565-2410 
www.StJamesNecedah.com 
 

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs. 9:00 am - 2:00 pm 
 

Pastor: Rev. Roger Erdman 
Pastor@StJamesNecedah.com 
Office: 608-565-7252 
Cell: 920-312-2079 

 

Secretary: Lisa Brockwell 
Secretary@StJamesNecedah.com 

 

Organists: Sharon Lutz & Tracey Draper 
 

St Paul’s  
Worship: Sunday 8:00 am 
Bible Study: 9:00 am 

 

St James  
Worship: Sunday 10:30 am, Wednesday 5:30 pm 
Sunday School (Sept.- May): 9:00 am 
Bible Study (Sept.- May): Sunday 9:15 am, Thursday 1:30-3:00 pm 

 


