
MAUNDY THURSDAY, APRIL 9, 2020         Rev. Roger A. Erdman 

Lectionary Readings: Zechariah 9:11-12; Psalm 116:12-19; 1 Corinthians 11:26-34; 

Mark 14:17-25 

Sermon Title: Covenant Blood 

Prayer: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of [our] heart[s] be 

acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, [our] Rock and [our] Redeemer.  (Psalm 

19:14) 
Salutation: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  (Ephesians 1:2) 

Text: The Word from God through which the Holy Spirit comes to stir our hearts 

for Maundy Thursday is from our Old Testament Reading: Zechariah, chapter 9. 

Introduction: Dear friends in Christ, I invite you to envision a waterless pit.  Do you 

see it?  Now envision a 17-year-old (teenager man) is in the waterless pit: 

• His hands are bound. 

• His ankles tied. 

• His eyes are wet from tears. 

• His voice hoarse from screaming and yelling. 

• His brothers (yes, his brothers!) gather around the pit, ignoring his desperate cries 

for help. 

• The young man’s brothers sit down to eat and drink – all while the 17-year-old 

screams for help.  

I. This sounds like a TV reality show.  But it’s not.  It’s a story in the Bible.  Joseph – 

the 17-year-old – was caught by his brothers while they were all sixty miles away from 

their father’s watchful eye.  In the account from Genesis 37:23-24: 

• “They stripped him of his robe, the robe of many colors that he wore.” 

• “And they took him and threw him into a pit.  The pit was empty; there was no 

water in it.” 

Looking at that passage, these are the murderous verbs in it: Stripped – Took – Threw.  

Ultimately, by these actions of his brothers, Joseph ends up in a waterless pit.  

Joseph didn’t see this coming.  Joseph didn’t see this coming one single bit!  You see, 

Joseph didn’t get out of bed that morning and say: “I’d better pack some extra food 

and water and put on padded clothing because today I’m going to get thrown into a 

waterless pit.”  Rather, the attack came as a complete surprise.  

So did our attack.  “What?” you say, “our attack by surprise!?  Pastor what are you 

talking about!”  Yes, that’s the way the enemy works: 

• Maybe our pit came when Satan reminded us of a misdeed long ago or of a 

commandment broken just yesterday. 

• Perhaps we find ourselves in the pit of shame and despair because of Satan’s 

constant lies and deceptions – lies and deceptions that we’ve fallen for, times 

without number. 

Murderous verbs: Stripped – Took – Threw.  Yes, into a waterless pit.  
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II. However, God has something to say to us in our text, through the prophet Zechariah: 

“As for you, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will set your prisoners 

free from the waterless pit” (v 11). 

Zechariah uses the word “prisoners” in verses both 11 and 12 of our text.  That’s what 

sin does.  And that’s what Satan rubs into our nose.  You see, sin reminds us of being 

in prison. 

Jesus hammers home this hard reality when He says: “I tell you the truth.  Everyone 

who sins is a slave to sin” (John 8:34). 

Murderous verbs: Stripped – Took – Threw.  Yes, into a waterless pit.  That’s what sin 

does.  That’s what Satan points out – repeatedly.  

Let me be clear.  As believers, we are a version of Joseph in our generation: 

• We represent a challenge to Satan’s plan. 

• We carry Jesus in our heart. 

• We have what the world needs – humility, mercy, generosity, kindness. 

However, if Satan can throw us into a waterless pit and keep us there, he can neutralize 

our impact on the world.  You see, the devil wants to lock us up and throw away the 

key.  And his strategy works.  Whereby: 

• We’re all trapped. 

• We’re locked in habits we can’t beat and bound in a bondage we cannot break. 

For the liar keeps whispering: “There’s no way out.  Do something drastic.  Cut and 

run.  Throw in the towel.  Give in, give out and give up!”  

Luther knew this voice.  He writes in his great Reformation hymn “A Mighty Fortress 

Is Our God”: “The old evil foe now means deadly woe; Deep guile and great might 

are his dread arms in fight; on earth is not his equal.” 

When we believe Satan’s lies, we find ourselves going deeper and farther and longer, 

until we are bound, tied and fettered – in a waterless pit. 

III. But get this!  Zechariah writes in verse 12 of our text: “Return to your stronghold, 

prisoners of hope.”  Therefore: 

• We are not “prisoners of despair.” 

• We are not “prisoners of sorrow.” 

• We are not “prisoners of unending pain.” 

Rather, we are “prisoners of hope!”  Therefore: 

• Biblical hope isn’t a vague belief that the future will somehow be better. 

• Biblical hope isn’t “knock on wood.” 

• Biblical hope believes that tomorrow will be better than today because of God’s 

covenant blood. 

Remember the words of Zechariah: “As for you, because of the blood of my covenant 

with you, I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit” (v 11). 
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As bad as the waterless pit is, it does force us to look up.  You see, someone from up 

there must come down here and rescue us!  That someone is God and He comes with 

covenant blood. 

Exodus 24:8 is the only other place in the Old Testament where “covenant” and 

“blood” appear together.  In that passage, Moses describes the ratification of God’s 

promises at Sinai: “Behold the blood of covenant which the LORD cut with you.” 

Therefore, just as Israel had been released from captivity in Egypt, so shall we be set 

free because of covenant blood.  The Bible tells us: 

• God is not the great Terminator. 

• God is not the omnipotent Ogre. 

• God is not the cosmic Ebenezer Scrooge. 

• God is not a vengeful judge, a nitpicky tax accountant, or police officer waiting to 

give us a ticket. 

IV. Rather, God is a Savior Who comes to our rescue with covenant blood!  You see, 

covenant blood is what Jesus gives us in Holy Communion.  He says: “Drink, of it, all 

of you for this is My blood of the covenant.”  And so, with these words, in the institution 

of the new covenant, Jesus began to leave a trail of blood: 

• After the Last Supper, Jesus led His disciples to the Garden of Gethsemane where 

Luke tells us that Jesus sweat great drops of blood. 

• After His arrest, Jesus was bound and taken to Annas, the high priest.  There, He 

was slapped, spit upon, and sent to Caiaphas, Annas’ son-in-law. 

• Then, blindfolded, He was struck in the face with fists and beaten by guards. 

• The next morning Jesus was taken to Pontius Pilate who passed Him off to Herod.  

Herod dressed Him in a purple robe. 

• Back before Pilate, soldiers stripped and scourged Jesus – just short of death. 

• Struck and spit upon again, Jesus walked the Via Delarosa. 

• Finally, Jesus was stretched out on two pieces of wood and three iron spikes were 

hammered into His flesh. 

Indeed, blood was everywhere.  

On top of that: 

• His friends ran away. 

• His possessions were gambled away. 

• His strength was ebbing away. 

• Even His Father had turned away. 

In the end, all Christ had was His blood – the blood of the covenant.  But with the blood 

of the covenant: 

• Our bondage was broken. 

• The sacrifice was complete. 

• Death defeated. 

• Paradise restored. 
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You see, Christ’s covenant blood means we are liberated from the liar and our prison 

doors are wide open.  Luther experienced this gospel in his Tower Experience 

(Turmerlebnis): “Here I felt that I was altogether born again and had entered paradise 

itself through open gates.” 

Indeed, Christ’s covenant blood opens the gates of heaven for us.  Therefore, His 

covenant blood sets us: 

• Free from the condemnation of our sin. 

• Free from the pain of our past. 

• Free from worry about our future. 

Best of all: 

• No one can take this freedom from us. 

• No law can stop it. 

• And no power on earth or hell can destroy it. 

And there’s more freedom to come!  “How so?” you ask: 

• As we grow in our walk with Jesus, His covenant blood unlocks more and more 

prison doors. 

• Finally, every believer will experience ultimate freedom in the resurrection of the 

dead and in the life of the world to come. 

On that Day, God will restore us two-fold – and then some!  Really?  Yes, really!  Hear 

the words of Zechariah from our text: “Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope.  

Even today I am declaring that I will restore you two-fold” (v 12). 

You see, the goodness of God to His people is unending.  The human mind, however, 

has trouble comprehending the goodness of God.  Not only are we released from prison 

by the covenant blood.  Ultimately, we have the promise that we will receive twice as 

much good in our heavenly dwelling, as we have previously received evil in this earthly 

life. 

V. What ever happened to Joseph?  Twenty years later, the roles were reversed.  Joseph 

was in power and his brothers weren’t.  The brothers came to Joseph in fear, assuming 

that he would settle the score and throw them into a waterless pit.  But he didn’t.  No, 

he didn’t do that! 

In these words of Genesis, chapter 50, Joseph says: “You meant it for evil, but God 

meant it for good!” (v 20).  You see, these are words spoken by someone who is free 

– free in every way.  Free to live in forgiveness, love and mercy toward others.  

Conclusion: Dear friends in Christ, how does that happen?  The covenant of blood. 

In the name of T Jesus.  God’s gift of covenant blood to you!  Amen. 

 

To God alone the Glory! 


