
St. James & St. Paul’s

River’s Edge
From the Pastor’s Pen

Dear Friends in Christ,

Greetings in the name of our crucified and risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!

During Lent, a penitential season, we journey to the cross in our worship life. Most of you are accustomed to the fact that the psalms are an import-
ant aspect of our worship life. Virtually every worship service has a psalm included. The English title, Psalms, adopted from the Greek word psal-
mos, means “the music of a stringed instrument.” There, too, are many types of psalms (the space alloted here, however, does not allow me to go into 
detail). However, there is a grouping of psalms that call the “Seven Penitential Psalms” (6, 32, 38, 51, 102, 130, 143). They have been treated as a 
group since at least A.D. 250. These are the psalms we are using in our Ash Wednesday, Lenten Midweek, and Maundy Thursday worship services.

And now, a very brief introduction about each of those psalms (with the opening words) that might prove helpful as we pray them in our worship 
services:
Psalm 6: “O LORD, rebuke me not in Your anger, nor discipline men in Your wrath.” This psalm is attributed to king David. Though we are uncertain 
of the time when it was composed, there is the threefold theme of personal weakness, an awareness of sin, and the opposition of enemies.

Psalm 32: “Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.” This psalm is attributed to David. It is one of the clearest statements 
of the doctrines of repentance, justification, and forgiveness in the Old Testament. It appears that this psalm, like Psalm 51, was written to express 
David’s repentance after the prophet Nathan had confronted him with his sins of adultery and murder.

Psalm 38: “O LORD, rebuke me not in Your anger, nor discipline me in Your wrath.” Psalm 38 is not the cheeriest psalm in the psalmody. In this psalm 
David is pleading with the Lord to remember His gracious promises to him, to forgive his sins, and to deliver him from his enemies.

Psalm 51: “Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your steadfast love; according to Your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.” In the words of 
Martin Luther: “Psalm 51 is one of the psalms of instruction. In it David truly teaches us what sin is, where it comes from, what damage it does—
and how one may be freed from it. In this psalm, as nowhere else, it is clearly shown that sin is an inheritance, born in us, and that no works can 
help us against it, only God’s grace and forgiveness.”

Psalm 102: “Hear my prayer, O LORD; let my cry come to You!” The author of psalm 102 is unnamed. In this Psalm, we see a dimension to ‘repen-
tance’ that we have not yet seen. Rather than an individual focus, the Psalmist prays that the Lord will rescue the nation and the church from its 
sinful and fallen ways. Its main focus contrasts the shortness of human life with the eternity of God.

Psalm 130: “Out of the depths I cry to You, O LORD!” Psalm 130 has sometimes been called the ‘funeral psalm’ because of its expression of deep 
sorrow. It is said Luther considered Psalm 130 one of the best psalms (along with 32 and 51). He called these three the ‘Pauline psalms’ because, like 
Paul’s epistles, they lay out the realities of the depths of human sin, the abundance of God’s grace, and Christ’s complete redemption.

Psalm 143: “Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my pleas for mercy! In Your faithfulness answer me, in Your righteousness!” A psalm of David. It is 
the last of the penitential psalms. In the words of Luther: “The psalmist prays for grace and forgiveness of sins, in the terror of his conscience. He is 
nearly pressed to despair by the enemies of faith, that is, the promoters of the Law. . . . But here the psalm shows that grace provides deliverance not 
the judgment before which no one alive can stand.”

In this very brief exposition on the “Seven Penitential Psalms,” I pray, too, that these psalms will be of great benefit in your personal lives.

Pastor Erdman

“But with a man who belongs to an everlasting kingdom all is well and it is fitting that he should dance through life forevermore.” Martin Luther (1543)
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St. Paul’s News & Notes
Greetings!

I told myself that I’d stay away from the old weather saying, “if March comes in like a lamb it will go out like a lion (or 
visa versa),” am I sticking to that…No! it’s always fun to talk about the weather! Snow enthusiasts have gotten enough 
snow to enjoy their sleds, skis, snowmobiles, etc. I think that’s great, although I’m thankful we invested in a new snow-
blower before the winter season. 

Denna and I have certainly missed Soup N’ Sandwich luncheons. We’d gotten in sync after so many years of working 
together and enjoying the wonderful fellowship with our guests on Wednesdays. After the news of the passing of  
Palmer Peterson we both commented about the blessing it was to get to know him and MaryAnn. They were two of our 
biggest supporters. In the month we’d make pea soup, we always let Palmer know that it was just for him! He will be 
missed! MaryAnn you’re in our thoughts and prayers.

We at St. Paul’s are grateful for the streaming of the Lenten midweek services. Thank you to Pastor and Fred Fischer. 
We  
appreciate you both so much!

We’ve started a new Bible study on Sundays from a great book entitled, “The Red Sea Rules” by Robert J. Morgan. It 
covers ten God-given strategies for difficult times. All our welcome to attend.

President Lori said Ladies Aid/LWML will resume next month. What is on the calendar this month: daylights savings 
time resumes on Sunday, the 14th;  St. Patrick’s Day on Wednesday the 17th and (yay!) the first day of spring on  
Saturday, the 20th.

In closing I want to share some thoughts with you that I’ve been jotting down from my 2021 daily devotions. 
Your life in Christ is not a do-it-yourself project. You are not left on your own to solve your problems or meet life’s  
challenges in your own strength. God is with you. He is your source.

Fear, simply put, is the opposite of faith. God wants us to walk by faith, but Satan tries to make us live in fear. Read, 
meditate and study the Word of God and have your mind renewed. See Romans 12:2
When you forgive, you think you’re letting someone out of prison. Only after forgiveness do you realize that the 
prisoner was you.

“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.” 
Galatians 6:9

Until next month, please use this reflective season of Lent to prepare your heart and life to be like that of our dear  
Savior Jesus Christ… as a light unto the world around us and having the heart of a servant. 

Take care and God Bless!

Deb



Birthdays & Anniversaries
Any dates that are wrong or names need to be taken off, please let Lisa Brockwell know

St. Paul’s Birthdays 
5th – Pam Murray
14th - Linda Miller
15th – Robert Ruskowsky
16th – Chuck Sitas
          Andrew Hess
22nd – Noah Mecklenburg
23rd – Jamie Bistodeau
          Treyton Jefferies

St. James Birthdays
7th – Alada Oens
8th – Vivian Kueker
10th – Miranda Brockwell
12th – Clayton Oens
13th – Christa Chisick
14th – Trudy Bartels
          Karin Ganther
          Carlie Houy
24th – Tim Brockwell

St. James Anniversaries
Ron and Susan Kosinski - Mar 3, 1989

Don and Deb Ennis - Mar 4, 2011
Les and Sherry Stephens - Mar 12, 1966
Scott and Trudy Bartels - Mar 16, 2013

St. Paul’s Anniversaries
23rd– Jim & Deb Winters

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
2020-2022 Biennium Expanding Outreach and Human Care Services Offered to Immigrants & Refugees-POBLO  
$15000 Unfunded

 The purpose is for Immigrants and Refugees to witness Christ’s love at the International Friendship Centers and through the 
local churches. Our goal is also to train and equip the churches and congregations to engage with the Muslim, Hindu, Sikh, and 
Buddhist communities living in the surrounding area.

2020-2022 Biennium Financial Assistance for Fort Wayne Seminary Food and Clothing Co-op was paid in full.



About Lutheran Hour Ministries And What It Means For You
As a Recognized Service Organization of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, Lutheran Hour Ministries 
(LHM) is a trusted resource in global media that equips and engages a vibrant volunteer base to passionately pro-
claim the Gospel to more than 125 million people worldwide each week. Through its North American headquarters 
and ministry centers on six continents, LHM reaches into more than 50 countries, often bringing Christ to places 
where no other Christian evangelistic organizations are present. LHM’s flagship ministry, The Lutheran Hour®, airs 
weekly on more than 1,800 radio stations and the American Forces Network.

LHM encourages those people who are reached through these ministry efforts to respond by contacting staff or 
volunteers. LHM then cultivates relationships with those who respond to ultimately facilitate a relationship between 
them and a Christian community, thus helping grow the kingdom of God.

It is God’s mission to rescue people who have become separated from Him, restore relationships with them and re-
new them for holy living and service to others. His message is simple: rescue, restoration and renewal are found only 
in Jesus.

That’s where the men of St. James can make an impact in the Necedah community. In a world now characterized 
by dizzying change, God has called the Church to join Him in His mission and challenged it to make His message 
of hope known in today’s post-Christian culture. Become a partner in calling back the lost and hurting back to the 
Church; back to forgiveness and grace; back to God and His Word.

We invite you to take advantage of everything that Lutheran Hour Ministries offers for discipleship and outreach: 
evangelism training events and resources; opportunities for hands-on international outreach; resource media and 
materials for men’s ministry; mission resources for children and schools; and much more.

Presently, we hold a Breakfast Bible Study, typically, on the second Saturday of the month for the building up of the 
people of God as witnesses for Jesus Christ. All are invited to this monthly occasion – men, women, and children of 
the congregation; and, as well, those outside our doors. We would like nothing better than for you to join us, whether 
it be for the Breakfast Bible Study or a project here at St. James or a project in the community.

In closing, these words of St. Peter are most appropriate: “In your hearts regard Christ the Lord as holy, always being 
prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness 
and respect” (1 Peter 3:15-16a).

Randy Randall, Lutheran Hour Ministries Ambassador for St. James Lutheran Church

Holy Week/Easter Worship Schedule
In addition to our regular Sunday worship services at St. James and St. Paul’s, and our Lenten Midweek prayer services on 
Wednesdays at St. James at 5:30 p.m., the following worship services are scheduled for Holy Week and Easter:

Palm Sunday: Regular times at St. Paul’s (8:00 a.m.) and at St. James (10:30 a.m.).

Maundy Thursday: This worship service is held at St. James with Holy Communion at 5:30 p.m.

Good Friday: The Chief Service is at St. James at 1:30 p.m. The Tenebrae Service is at St. Paul’s at 5:00 p.m.

Easter Sunday: St. James at 6:00 a.m.; St. Paul’s at 8:00 a.m.; St. James at 10:30 a.m.

Kindly note, Sunday and Lenten midweek services will be livestreamed from St. James for those who are not able to attend  
in person. 

Thrivent
2020 was a busy year for Thrivent members at St James. 10 members obtained $4,250 from Thrivent for a variety of Action 
Grant projects. Thank you to Thrivent and to those members for the help. We hope 2021 will also be a successful year. Now 
is also the time for all Thrivent members to check online or by calling 1-800-847-4836 to see if they have earned any “Choice 
Dollars.” These need to be given a designation as to a charity such as St James or St Paul’s before March 31 or they are lost. 







Scrips
Numerous times the budget is short at St James and it is the Scrip fund that we turn to as we just did with the furnace. We 
all use gas in our cars, groceries, clothes, prescriptions, eat out, etc. These can all be bought with Scrip (Walgreen’s, Wal-Mart, 
Amazon, Festival, Kwik Trip, BP, etc). You pay nothing extra but St James can get back  up to 21%! Please don’t let that money 
go unused.- be a good steward.

Scrip is quicker at the checkout, is safer as it doesn’t carry germs, and each purchase gives you the satisfaction of helping your 
Lord. They also have Visa and American Express which are prepaid credit cards that can be used anywhere and are especially 
good for online ordering to keep your personal credit and debit card numbers safe. 

If you need a special card, Dan will order it - there is a 6 page list on the hallway bulletin board of participating stores. For 
those of you not attending services because of Covid you can leave your order and check in Dan’s mailbox.
Please join with us and give Scrip a try. 
Thank you! 

Women’s Bible Study
“God didn’t promise days without pain, laughter without sorrow, nor sun without rain, but he did promise strength for the day, comfort 

for the tears and light for the way.”
Our Women’s Bible Study group meets on the third Monday of each month at 6 pm in the fellowship hall at St James Luther-
an Church.  Our Bible Study is available to women of all ages and seasons of life.  

Join us on Monday, March 15, 2021 when we will be continuing with the Rob Bell DVD Nooma series.  Are there times when 
you feel that you aren’t good enough?  How big of a role do your insecurities play in your life?  Do they ever affect your faith?  

We invite you to join us that evening to discuss these questions—and more!  We share a desire to grow in relationship with 
God through His Word as well as in relationship with each other by sharing our time, our joys, and our sorrows.  Come and 
see what God can do in your life!

Please contact me if you have any questions: Debby Ennis - jumpriver52@yahoo.com or 608 548-0214

St. James Church Library News 
Be sure to come check out our new displays—we have something for all ages!
Life is certainly different for all of us at this time and the book “Faith in the Shadow of a Pandemic” by John T. Pless explores 
how we, as Christians, can deal with the challenges we face right now.

Lauren Daigle’s CD “Look Up Child” received the Grammy Award for Best Contemporary Christian Music Album at the 
2019 Grammy Awards—and we have it here in the library available for immediate check out!

The St. James Church Library has many wonderful books to check out for devotions, prayers and to learn more about what 
it means to be a Christian-- but our library isn’t just books.  We have a variety of materials available including DVD’s, music 
CD’s and magazines.  

If you would like to donate to this wonderful ministry, please consider a financial donation or purchasing a new book, audio 
book, CD or DVD for the library. Need ideas for what to purchase?  Check with Pastor Erdman or myself and we will be 
happy to share some suggestions. 

Deb Ennis




