
PENTECOST 7 (PROPER 10), JULY 11, 2021                    Rev. Roger A. Erdman 
Lectionary Readings: Psalm 85; Ephesians 1:3-14; Matthew 6:5-13 (KJV) 
Sermon Title: The Lord’s Prayer – Third Petition 

Prayer: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of [our] heart[s] be 
acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, [our] Rock and [our] Redeemer.  (Psalm 
19:14) 
Salutation: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  (Ephesians 1:2) 
Text: The Word from God through which the Holy Spirit comes to stir our 
hearts for the Seventh Sunday after Pentecost is from the Lord’s Prayer in our 
Gospel Reading: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixth 
chapter.  Specifically, the words: “Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven.” 

Introduction: Dear friends in Christ: 
• You would think that almighty God, could get you to do His will, wouldn’t you? 
• You would think, wouldn’t you, that if God can impose His will upon the sea 

and the stars and the clouds (Job 38), He could impose His good and gracious 
will upon His two-legged humanoids just as easily? 

• Wouldn’t you? 
However, consider: 
• The Surfside, Florida condo collapse with the loss of life. 
• The unborn children who never see the outside of their mother's womb. 
• The children who are sold for sex. 
• The drugs that are sold for money. 
• The marriages that are ruined for lust. 

Maybe you think that this is God’s will being done: 
• Because after all, God is almighty and can do whatever He wants to do.  Right? 
• Therefore, His will is always done.  Right? 

I. Why is it that we look at what man does and what we do and assume that whatever 
we do, whatever is done to us, it must be God’s will?  For answers to these questions, 
let us consider the Third Petition: 
• Maybe, rather than trying to interpret God's will from the episodes of our life, 

and say things like, “it must be God’s will,” no matter how evil and ungodly it 
might be. 

• Maybe we should look let God’s speak for Himself and tell us what His will for 
you and me is.  
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You see, God happens to spell His will out in unequivocal terms: 
• It is God's will that “you shall have no other gods.” 
• It is God's will that “you shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.” 
• It is God's will that “you shall honor the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.” 
• It is God's will: 
o That “you honor your father and mother.” 
o That “you not murder.” 
o That “you not commit adultery.” 
o That “you not steal.” 
o That “you not speak ill of your neighbor.” 
o That “you not covet.” 

Yes, it is God's Will that you should obey His commandments.  Therefore, is God's 
will done in your life? 
• How many times a day is God's will not done in your life? 
• How many times a day do we overrule God’s will with our own will? 

The Bible makes God’s will perfectly clear: 
• The Lord GOD does not desire the death of the wicked, but rather he turn from 

his ways and live (Ezekiel 18:23).  But how many refuse to turn from their 
wicked ways and die in their sins, and God’s will is not done? 

• God desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth 
(1Timothy 2:4).  But not all are saved.  And God's will is not done. 

• The will of the Father is that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in Him 
should have eternal life, and be raised up on the last day (John 6:40).  But not all 
who look to the Son believe in Him, and God's will is not done. 

And so, not everything that happens in this world and that happens to us is God’s 
will.  Rather, what happens in this world is the product of man’s will as it is opposed 
to God’s will.  
Therefore, if we were to be honest with ourselves, we would confess that more often 
than not, we strive to carry out our will, no matter how much it may stand in 
opposition to God’s will.  
II. In that respect, God lets the will of sinful and fallen man be carried out without 
His gracious interference or His hindering hand.  That in the hope that we may 
realize the deadly direction that our will is taking us, and repent and turn and pray: 
“Our Father in Heaven… Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” 
Once again in our tour through the Lord’s Prayer, we find that our Lord leads us into 
this blessed relationship with “Our Father in heaven” through the confession of 
sins.  
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Here in this petition, Jesus directs us to pray against ourselves.  Why? 
• That we desperately need God’s will to be done, in this world, and in our lives. 
• That we confess that our will is opposed to God’s will. 

We therefore pray that our will would be broken.  That God would crush the 
rebellion against His will in which we daily participate.  And the only way this can 
happen is in Jesus Christ, in Whom we have the safety of divine forgiveness and 
divine mercy. 
So, when Jesus says, “pray like this, Our Father in heaven… Thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven,” He is exposing the great gulf that exists between heaven 
and earth.  You see: 
• In heaven, the will of God is always done perfectly, completely: 
o Not grudgingly or with resentment. 
o But with heart and mind perfectly united to the heart and mind of God. 

• However, on earth it is not this way at all.  The forces that work against the will 
of God on earth are both external and internal – the world, the devil and our own 
sinful nature. 

So, how should we interpret Jesus’ words that God’s work be done on earth as it is 
in heaven? 
• First of all, God never accomplishes His will nationally or corporately, through 

power or politics or referendums.  Isn’t it true that whenever man tries to 
establish God’s will on earth as it is heaven, he typically makes a bad situation 
even worse? 

• Rather God’s will is accomplished by the conversion of one will at a time, 
through the washing of Holy Baptism, and preaching of the Holy Gospel, and 
the administration of Holy Communion.  

This makes perfect sense only if we consider Whom this is Who is telling us to “pray 
like this.”  This is Jesus Christ, in Whom heaven and earth are united together 
completely and perfectly as one.  He says: 
• “I and the Father are one” (John 10:40). 
• “I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him Who 

sent Me” (John 6:38).  
This is how we are to understand God’s will, where in the Garden of Gethsemane 
Jesus prays in a bloody sweat: “And He withdrew from [the disciples] about a 
stone’s throw, and knelt down and prayed, saying, ‘Father, if You are willing, 
remove this cup from Me.  Nevertheless, not My will, but Yours, be done’” (Luke 
22:41-42).   
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III. You see, Jesus Christ takes our fallen will upon Himself and stands in our place 
before God the Father.  So, whenever we are faced with trials and troubles and 
suffering, we pray to God as the Son does in the garden with the goal that the Father’s 
will would be done.  And in doing so, that we would have a blessed relief that is 
found, too, in the words of St. Luke: “And there appeared to [Jesus] an angel from 
heaven, strengthening Him” (Luke 22:43).  
Therefore, as the good and gracious will of God is done in Jesus Christ, it is done in 
all those who are in Jesus Christ.  So, we look to Jesus, in Whom the good and 
gracious will of God is done on earth as it is in heaven – for you!  
So, as we conclude the first three petitions – the Thy petitions – in summary, these 
three petitions are fulfilled through the means of grace – Word and Sacrament 
ministry – as we look forward to the Last Day: 
• Hallowing God’s name will occur when we confess Jesus, Who says: “Whoever 

will confess Me before other people, him will I confess before My Father in 
heaven” (Matthew 10:32 – An American Translation). 

• Thy kingdom come when we receive the Father’s name in Holy Baptism.   We 
hear the promise in Jesus’ words instituting Baptism: “Therefore, wherever you 
go, disciple all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19 – An American Translation).  And in 
Christ’s atoning death, the Father’s kingdom comes.  For Jesus says: “I tell you, 
I will not drink again of this fruit of the vine until the that Day when I drink it 
with you in a new way in My Father’s kingdom” (Matthew 26:29 – An American 
Translation).  

•  Thy will be done when Christ’s benefits are given to others.  For example: “Your 
Father in heaven doesn’t want one of these little ones to be lost” (Matthew 18:14 
– An American Translation). 

Conclusion: Dear friends in Christ, the day will come when the great gulf between 
heaven and earth will be closed and the two will become one.  Yet: 
• Already, the Last Day is being carried out in the present by Jesus Christ and 

through faith in Him. 
• Already, “God’s will is done when He breaks and hinders every evil plan and 

purpose of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature, which do not want us to 
hallow God’s name or let His kingdom come; and when He strengthens and 
keeps us firm in His Word and faith until we die.  This is His good and gracious 
will” (Luther’s Small Catechism, Explanation to Third Petition). 

In the name of T Jesus, Who forgives all your sins.  Amen. 
 

To God alone the Glory! 


