
Pentecost 10 (Proper 12), July 25, 2021       Rev. Roger A. Erdman 

Lectionary Readings: Psalm 136:1-9; Ephesians 3:14-21; Matthew 6:5-13 (KJV) 
Sermon Title: The Lord’s Prayer – Fifth Petition 

Prayer: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of [our] heart[s] be 
acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, [our] Rock and [our] Redeemer.  (Psalm 
19:14) 
Salutation: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  (Ephesians 1:2) 
Text: The Word from God through which the Holy Spirit comes to stir our 
hearts for the Ninth Sunday after Pentecost is from the Lord’s Prayer in our 
Gospel Reading: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixth 
chapter.  Specifically, the words: “And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us.” 

Introduction: Dear friends in Christ, Jesus said: “Pray like this, ‘Our Father in 
heaven, forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.”  

I. As we make our way through this in-depth consideration of the Lord’s Prayer this 
summer, it is my prayer that you have taken note of the plural perspective that the 
prayer is set in: 
• Right from the start Jesus tells us that we are to address the Father in heaven, not 

as my Father but as our Father.  I checked, and sure enough, in the entire New 
Testament, there is only one person Who ever talks about the Father as My 
Father.  And this is because He is, as we will confess: “the only-begotten Son of 
God, begotten of His Father before all worlds” (Nicene Creed). 

• And, then as we touched on last week when we said the Fourth Petition.  In that 
petition, Jesus tells us to pray that our Father would give us our daily bread and 
not me my daily bread.  You see, Jesus has us pray that the whole community 
have enough to eat, not just me personally.  

Therefore, it is really an incredible thing that Jesus gives us His identity before the 
Father.  
But there is something else to all of this as well.  Not only does this mean that we 
come to Father with Jesus Christ.  It also means that this prayer that He gives us to 
pray, is His prayer that He invites us to pray along with Him.  
And now we realize that the plural nature of this prayer goes the other way as well.  
Not only are we fully identified with Jesus before the Father, but Jesus is fully 
identified with us before the Father.  
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You see, we come to the Father as though we were Jesus and call Him our Father.  
And Jesus comes to the Father as though He were us, and He asks the Father to give 
us our daily bread and forgive us our sins and deliver us from temptation and evil. 
And since the Son is one with us in our humanity and one with the Father in His 
divinity, we know that the Father hears Jesus when He prays, and when we pray as 
the Son prays.  
II. So when we pray to the Father, He will not do anything for us that Jesus Christ 
does not do for us.  Therefore, when we pray to the Father for what the Son does not 
pray to the Father for, we are disconnecting our prayer from His prayer.  This is a 
dangerous thing to do, coming to the Father apart from Jesus Christ. 
This is what Jesus was getting at when He told His disciples: “Whatever you ask in 
My name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.  If you ask Me 
anything in My name, I will do it” (John 14:13-14). 
“In My name” means that we pray with Jesus and for what Jesus is praying for.  And 
when we do, we can be fully assured that it will be done.  And the opposite also 
applies. 
I’ve laid this groundwork here, because this is important to understand if we’re going 
to hear the Fifth Petition of the Lord’s Prayer correctly: “Forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.”  
Over the years there’s been a lot of confusion about this Petition.  Is Jesus saying 
that the Father forgives us only on the basis of and in proportion the way we forgive 
others?  That’s the way it sounds isn’t it?  The problem is, this goes against 
everything else that Bible teaches about how God forgives our sins by grace alone, 
for Christ’s sake alone, even without our prayer. 
So, if we pray that God would forgive our trespasses, without connecting our 
willingness to forgive others their trespasses against us, we are not praying what 
Jesus is praying. 
Therefore, I’d suggest that if we’re confused about this Petition, it’s not because the 
Petition is confusing.   It’s because it doesn’t say what we want it to say.   Or more 
to the point, it says more than we want it to say.  We wish Jesus had said “Pray like 
this… Our Father in heaven… forgive us our trespasses,” and stopped right there.  
Rather than having to deal with this connection of our forgiveness to our forgiving. 
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III. So far in this prayer, Jesus has told us to pray for God’s name to be kept Holy, 
His Kingdom to come and His Will to be done here on earth as it is in heaven.  Now 
in this petition, we pray for the same thing but in particular detail.  God’s name is 
hallowed among us and His will is done among us and His kingdom has come among 
us, when His forgiven people are also His forgiving people.  
Here again, we see Jesus’ deep concern for His community of believers, what we 
have learned to call, “the communion of saints.”  Why this deep concern? 
• He knows that His Christians are not always going to live together in perfect 

harmony as we should. 
• He knows that there will be terrible disagreements between the brothers and 

sisters, and they will treat each other terribly at times.  
So, unless His people are able to apply the forgiveness that they received from God 
to one another, the community will suffer and split apart.  And isn’t that exactly what 
has happened? 
For the mutual forgiveness of one another is what makes it possible for the 
community to make this pilgrimage of faith together as a community.  And this is 
something that we’ve lost sight of these days.  Many are too willing to give up on 
the community and go it alone.  That’s partly because we can’t stand the fighting, 
but also partly so that we don’t have to “forgive those who trespass against them.” 
IV. There are two points I would like to make about this business of forgiving those 
who trespass against us.  And I make them in light of the fact that even though we 
are forgiven sinners, we are still sinners and the full actualization of what we are 
through Christ and His cross, will not happen until the final day when He comes 
again.  
A. The first point is simply this: forgiving those who have trespassed against me is 
not easy.  You see, as long as I live in this body of sin, the conscious decision that I 
am not going to hold a grudge and I am not going to retaliate and I am going to try 
to do good in return for evil, it’s not easy.  
The greater the wrong done to me the harder it is to forgive.  Even though I pray in 
all sincerity and diligence, I may very well struggle a great deal spiritually and 
emotionally for weeks or months or even years.  Indeed, it can take time to forgive. 
The point here is that we should not confuse the emotions of forgiveness with the 
fact of forgiveness.  Just because we may not be totally free of the pain of being 
betrayed or wronged, doesn’t mean that we haven’t forgiven the one who has 
trespassed against us.  You see, part of the joy that awaits us in heaven is the final 
and complete catching up of emotions with the facts.   
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B. The second point just adds some more grace and patience onto the first.  
Sometimes the wrong that has been done to us may be so great and so painful that 
we find it very, very hard to forgive the wrongdoer.  Here we need to recognize that 
there is a real difference between not being able to forgive and refusing to forgive 
someone.  
There may well be times when the best that we can do is to pray with David, as one: 
• Who is “poor in spirit” (Psalm 34:6). 
• Who has a “broken and contrite heart” (Psalm 51:17). 
• And ask for the Father to grant His Holy Spirit to “renew in us a right spirit” 

(Psalm 51:12).  
So, as we consider the connection of the Fourth and Fifth Petitions, a petition for 
bread in the Lord’s Prayer entails not only ordinary food.  But also, that Bread for 
Whose crumbs the Canaanite woman longed (Matthew 15:26-27) and that the Father 
gives in the Lord’s Supper.  You see, by receiving this Bread, sins are forgiven to 
those who, like Jesus, forgive others. 
But if we’re simply unwilling to forgive and insist on holding onto the anger and the 
grudge, we should listen very carefully Jesus’ parable about the Unforgiving Servant 
which concludes with these terrible words: “Should not you have had mercy on your 
fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?  And in anger his master delivered him to the 
jailers, until he should pay all his debt.  So also my heavenly Father will do to every 
one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart” (Matthew 18:33-35). 
Conclusion: Dear friends in Christ, Jesus said: “Pray like this, ‘Our Father in 
heaven… forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.’”  
In the name of T Jesus, Who forgives all your sins.  Amen. 
 

To God alone the Glory! 


