
Pentecost 12 (Proper 15), August 15, 2021       Rev. Roger A. Erdman 

Lectionary Readings: Psalm 34:11-22; Ephesians 5:6-21; Matthew 6:5-13 (KJV) 
Sermon Title: The Lord’s Prayer – Conclusion 

Prayer: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of [our] heart[s] be 
acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, [our] Rock and [our] Redeemer.  (Psalm 
19:14) 
Salutation: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  (Ephesians 1:2) 

Text: The Word from God through which the Holy Spirit comes to stir our 
hearts for the Ninth Sunday after Pentecost is from the Lord’s Prayer in our 
Gospel Reading: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixth chapter.  
Specifically, the words: “For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever.  Amen.” 

Introduction: Dear friends in Christ, today we come the end of our summer sermon 
series on the Lord’s Prayer.  We end it in a fitting manner with the “Conclusion” 
with the words: “For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever.  Amen.” 
I. It’s notable that Luther didn’t include this conclusion in his original drafts of the 
Small Catechism.  Like the Roman Catholic recitation of the prayer, Luther’s 
catechism ended with “Deliver us from evil.” 
The conclusion phrase actually comes from an ancient Christian document called 
“The Didache” (DIDa-Kay).  The word “didache” literally means “teaching.”  It 
was a manual on how to live a Christian life, including instructions on how to 
Baptize, administer Holy Communion, pray, and worship. 
This Didache and many of the Greek translations of the Bible contained this 
conclusion, and so it was tacked on to the end of the prayer, as was the Hebrew word 
“Amen.”  It was a common Jewish practice to end prayers with a blessing or 
doxology (statement of glory), and so the practice stuck. 
The Early Church Father translator Jerome, however, didn’t trust the Greek 
translations that added the conclusion.  And so, he left it out of the Latin Gospel texts 
of Matthew (it rarely showed up in the Greek translations of Luke) when he was 
translating the Bible into Latin.  Because of that, it never became a popular way to 
end the prayer in Latin and, thus on into the Roman Catholic Church today. 
 
 



2 
 

And if you look up where Jesus gives the Lord’s Prayer to His disciples in Matthew 
and in Luke, as we have it in the English Standard Version and New International 
Version of the Bible, you’ll notice that He doesn’t say it either.  So why do 
Lutherans? 
So many of were of us were brought up on the popular King James Version of the 
Bible.  That particular English translation of the Bible was translated from a Greek 
manuscript (Textus Receptus) that contained the contained the conclusion: “For 
Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.”  Thus, 
the reason for us using the King James Version for our Gospel Reading for this 
sermon series on the Lord’s Prayer. 
II. As we look back at on our study of the Lord’s Prayer, we take a brief look at The 
Introduction and The Petitions.  Keeping in mind, you pray to be seen and heard by 
God, and not to be seen and heard by other people. 
A. In The Introduction, as the baptized: 
• When we pray as our Lord has taught us, we pray with Abraham and Isaac and 

Jacob and David and Matthew and Mark and Luke and John and Paul and all of 
the children of God, past, present and future, the one, holy Christian Church. 

• We come before God the Father in the name of God the Son: “to ask as dear 
children ask their dear father.” 

Praying in this manner, we acknowledge: 
• That we are in trouble and need help because, guess what, we don’t have all of 

the answers like we thought we did. 
• That we have sinned and need forgiveness because the guilt is wearing us out in 

need of a Savior. 
• That we have been blessed and we need to give thanks to the Giver. 

Then, as we look at The Petitions, keeping in mind the first three are the “Thy” 
petitions.  In these petitions, we are directed to seek those things that pertain directly 
to the Father Who is in heaven. 
B. In The First Petition when we pray, “Hallowed be Thy name,” Jesus is telling us 
to pray: 
• That our Father in heaven would change the direction of our lives. 
• That we may regard and honor God in our daily life in this world in which we 

live and move and have our being. 
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C. In The Second Petition we pray: “Thy kingdom come.”  In those words: 
• We pray that the Kingdom of God would come to us, not just there in eternity, 

but here in time as well. 
• We pray in this petition that we would be taken into this Kingdom of God, and 

that our hearts and minds would be converted so that we would joyfully and 
gladly serve and obey Him. 

And this all takes place with nothing more than God’s Spirit filled Word preached 
and His Sacraments administered. 
D. In The Third Petition we pray: “Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.”  
As we interpret Jesus’ words that God’s will be done on earth as it is heaven, we 
consider: 
• That God never accomplishes His will nationally or corporately, through power 

or politics or referendums.  Because whenever man tries to establish God’s will 
on earth as it is heaven, he typically makes a bad situation even worse. 

• Rather God’s will is accomplished by the conversion of one will at a time, 
through the washing of Holy Baptism, and preaching of the Holy Gospel, and 
the administration of Holy Communion 

Then come the final four petitions, which are all “us” petitions.  In these petitions, 
we are directed to ask the Father for those things that pertain to our life together in 
this world. 
E. In The Fourth Petition we pray: “Give us this day our daily bread.”  As Jesus 
teaches us how we should pray, we learn something that we already know but very 
easily forget.  That everything, from the big to the little things, the spiritual to the 
material things, the eternal and the temporal things, all come to us from the hand of 
God.  And in no other way. 
So in this petition, we are reminded: 
• The Kingdom of God certainly comes by itself “without our prayer.”  Coming 

none other than by grace alone. 
• The will of God is done even “without our prayer.”  Coming none other than by 

grace alone. 
• And God certainly gives daily bread to everyone “without our prayers” even to 

all evil people.  Even this is by grace alone. 
Therefore, how thankful we should be that the one true God is a gracious God. 
F. In The Fifth Petition we pray: “And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us.”  As we consider this petition, we see Jesus’ deep 
concern for His community of believers.  He knows that His Christians are not 
always going to live together in perfect harmony as we should. 
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Therefore, it is important that His people are able to apply the forgiveness that they 
received from God to one another.  For the mutual forgiveness of one another is what 
makes it possible for the community to make this pilgrimage of faith together as a 
community. 
G. In The Sixth Petition we pray: “And lead us not into temptation.”  There are a 
couple of key things of understanding in this petition: 
• That it was never the intention of this petition to suggest that God causes anyone 

to sin. 
• And that temptations to sin are sure to come, because we live in a fallen world 

in need of a Savior to redeem us as temptations to sin beget temptations to sin. 
However, the more we are tempted, may we flee to Christ.  That we would pray: 
“Our Father, lead us not into temptation.” 
H. In The Seventh Petition we pray: “but deliver us from evil”  If one looks around 
in our world today, we see evil and its effects.  There is no escaping it.  For the evil 
one “prowls around like a roaring lion seeking someone to devour” (1 Peter 5:8). 
However, we find our hope and refuge in the Lord Jesus Christ, Who frees us from 
Satan’s tyranny by His death and resurrection. 
III. And so, then, at the conclusion of the Lord’s Prayer, we express a confident hope 
in the truth that our Lord is the mighty One, Whose kingdom and power and glory 
are for all eternity.  With these words, “For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever, we are saying to the Lord: “You are a great and glorious 
God.” 

In our Old Testament Reading, David offered praise to God as the true possessor and 
giver of all things.  His words express: 
• That there is no greatness except that which comes from God. 
• That there is no power but what is given by God. 

Conclusion: And then, finally, dear friends in Christ, we say the word, “Amen” as 
we conclude the prayer.  With the word “Amen” we are saying: “Yes, yes, it shall 
be so.” 
And thus, with the certainty that rests on the promise of God that He both invites 
and hears our prayer, we conclude the prayer He taught us.  We say, “Amen” that is, 
“Yes, Lord, You have commanded me to pray to You and You promise to hear me.” 
In the name of T Jesus, Who forgives all your sins.  Amen. 
 

To God alone the Glory! 


