
LENTEN MIDWEEK 5, MARCH 24/25, 2020         Rev. Roger A. Erdman 

Readings: The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ: IV. The Praetorium; Psalm 142; 

John 18:33-38a 

Sermon Title: Strike the Shepherd: Truth 

Prayer: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of [our] heart[s] be 

acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, [our] Rock and [our] Redeemer.  (Psalm 

19:14) 
Salutation: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  (Ephesians 1:2) 

Text: The Word from God through which the Holy Spirit comes to stir our 

hearts for Lent Midweek 5, reflecting on the Passion History Reading, is from 

the Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighteenth chapter: 
33So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to Him, 

“Are you the King of the Jews?” 34Jesus answered, “Do you say this of your 

own accord, or did others say it to you about Me?” 35Pilate answered, “Am I 

a Jew?  Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered You over to me.  

What have you done?” 36Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world.  

If My kingdom were of this world, My servants would have been fighting, that 

I might not be delivered over to the Jews.  But My kingdom is not from the 

world.” 37Then Pilate said to Him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, 

“You say that I am a king.  For this purpose I was born and for this purpose 

I have come into the world—to bear witness to the truth.  Everyone who is of 

the truth listens to My voice.” 38Pilate said to Him, “What is truth?” (vv 33-

38a) 

Introduction: Dear friends in Christ, Truth – would you recognize it if you saw it?  

It’s not as easy to recognize truth as it sounds.  Not even at a trial.  It seems these 

days that there is always some big trial in the news, that grips people’s attention 

perhaps because of the suspense. 

• What really happened? 

• Will the truth come out? 

• Is a trial the place to find truth? 

I. This trial recorded for us in John chapter 18 didn’t make news in Rome.   Jerusalem 

was a small town, really, not of great importance to the Roman Empire.  Only twice 

did someone as important as Roman emperors come to the Roman Province of Judea 

or the city of Jerusalem within the province: 

• Once about 60 years before Jesus was born (Pompei). 

• Once about 70 years after Jesus was born (future emperor Titus). 

And, both times those emperors came with armies to conquer and destroy Judea and 

Jerusalem. 
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You see, nobody cared what happened in Jerusalem, and nobody really cared about 

this trial, or this Jesus, Who stood before Pontius Pilate.  Truth, we find out at the 

end of this “trial,” was not really what Pontius Pilate was worried about. 

Yet Jesus keeps talking about truth.  Three times the word “truth” comes up in these 

few verses.  But: 

• Why doesn’t Pilate see it? 

• Why do the crowds not see the truth? 

• Why do you and I have a hard time seeing the truth? 

Pilate does not see it, because he does not understand what truth is – and sometimes 

we don’t either.  You see: 

• There is a difference between something being true and the truth. 

• There is a difference between determining that a statement or fact is “true,” and 

the “truth.” 

Let me give you a couple of examples. 

• It is a true thing to say that the temperature of the flame of the candles burning 

behind me is about 175°.  You can get out a thermometer and measure the 

temperature of the flame, and determine that it is a true statement that candles 

burn at 175°. 

• Or, it would be a true statement to say that the name of the highway that runs 

east-west through the center of Necedah is State Highway 21.  I would call it 

that, because I’m not originally from Necedah. 

Those of you who are born and raised or familiar with Necedah probably have 

another name for it.  So, we could say: Your truth and my truth.  And, both 

would be true statements.  It’s true because we can go, look at a map, observe, 

report. 

But, how does that analogy square with Pilate’s question: “Are you the King of the 

Jews?”  The Truth was standing in front of him.  He was used to being the one who 

decided what was a true statement and what was not. 

And here, thrust in front of him, is a small, weak, inoffensive man who lots of people 

wanted dead.  This Jesus didn’t have an army, or weapons, or wealth, or power –  

none that Pilate could see. 

So, “Are you the King of the Jews”, Pilate asked?  The answer seemed obvious – 

there was no “King of the Jews”.  Rome was in power; “the Jews” were not a 

political group, they were an ethnic group living in the Roman Province of Syria. 

The claim is absurd that anyone could be King of the Jews, let alone this guy, 

standing in front of Pilate.  To his observation, it was a true statement to say that 

Jesus was NOT King of the Jews.  Just look at Him. 
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II. But, then, Jesus answers: “My kingdom is not of this world.  If My kingdom were 

of this world, My servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered 

over to the Jews.  But My kingdom is not from the world.” 

Pilate doesn’t get this “kingdom is not of this world.”  For us Christians, what other 

world is there other than heaven?  But Pilate picks up on the “King” thing again.  

“So you are a King” Pilate asks? 

Jesus responds with “The Truth”.  Now, this isn’t with a true statement, subject to 

evaluation, but with the truth.  Actually, Jesus does this with a story about Himself: 

“For this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into the world—to 

bear witness to the truth.  Everyone who is of the truth listens to My voice.” 

Jesus does not say that He came to fill our heads with true statements.  Oh, He does 

some of that throughout the Gospels.  But He tells us true things so that we can 

understand something about the truth. 

You see, truth is not simply a collection of true statements, like the temperature of a 

burning candle flame or the name of highway. The truth is that upon which 

everything rests, “in whom we live and move and have our being” (Acts 17:28).  

That, of course, is Jesus Christ, the foundation upon which everything rests.  You 

see: 

• Jesus Christ has come into the world to make known the Father to a people who 

were lost, separated from their God, by sin. 

• Jesus Christ came to restore us to God, to undo the sin that Adam and Eve 

brought into the world and which we have inherited. 

• Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God Who takes away the sin of the world, hung on a 

cross, died in our place, rose from the dead, and is coming again to restore us, 

body and soul, to God. 

That is the truth.  You cannot measure it, you cannot test it, you are only baptized 

into it. 

That is why Jesus uses that odd phrase at the end: “Everyone who is of the truth 

listens to My voice.”  He does not say: “Everyone who believes true things listens to 

My voice.”  Rather, only those who are “of the truth.” 
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This is the key statement: “Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.”  In 

other words, rephrasing that: “Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to My 

voice.”  As we consider those words of Jesus: 

• Pilate did not belong to the truth, and so when he sees this Jesus standing before 

him, he cannot see that He is the Son of God.  That He is, indeed, King not only 

of the Jews but of all creation. 

• The crowds outside Pilate’s headquarters were not of the truth.  And so, they 

could not see that this man was the One sent to save them.  So, they asked Pilate 

to crucify Him. 

But you and I, who have been baptized into Christ and live by faith, we see it, 

because we are of the truth.  And this changes everything.  You see: 

• It is a true statement to say that you and I do not live up to the standards of 

God’s Law.  We can measure ourselves, evaluate ourselves, but we will fall 

short. 

• It is a true statement to say that every one of us has, at one time or another, put 

our trust and confidence in something other than God our Father – whether that 

is our wealth, or our reputation, or our power. 

• It is a true statement to say that we have faltered in our worship, that we have 

failed to love one another, that we have not cared for widows and orphans in 

their distress. 

Those are all true statements.  They can all be observed and measured.  And it’s a 

true statement to say that as a result, we are all worthy of death and separation from 

God. 

But that is not the truth: 

• The truth is that because Jesus died on the cross for you and rose from the dead 

that you are holy. 

• The truth is that because of Jesus Christ you are forgiven. 

• The truth is that because of the work of the Son of God you are righteous in 

God’s sight, you are perfect in His eyes, you are His dearly loved child. 

That is the truth.  And it is because of one man, Jesus Christ, because by His work 

and the sending of His Spirit, He has called you by the Gospel, enlightened you with 

His gifts, sanctified and kept you in the true faith. 

Conclusion: Dear friends in Christ: “What is truth?”  It is Jesus Christ, and in our 

Gospel Reading He stands before you, about to be crucified, for you.  Because He is 

the Way, and the Truth, and the Life. 

In the name of T Jesus, the Shepherd struck in truth for you.  Amen. 

 

To God alone the Glory! 


