
LENTEN MIDWEEK 4, MARCH 17/18, 2020         Rev. Roger A. Erdman 

Readings: The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ: III. The Palace of the High Priest; 

Psalm 95:1-6; Matthew 27:1-10 

Sermon Title: Strike the Shepherd: Condemned 

Prayer: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of [our] heart[s] be 

acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, [our] Rock and [our] Redeemer.  (Psalm 

19:14) 
Salutation: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  (Ephesians 1:2) 

Text: The Word from God through which the Holy Spirit comes to stir our 

hearts for Lent Midweek 4, reflecting on the Passion History Reading, is from 

the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty seventh chapter: 
1When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people took 

counsel against Jesus to put him to death. 2And they bound him and led him 

away and delivered him over to Pilate the governor. 3Then when Judas, his 

betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, he changed his mind and brought 

back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders, 4saying, “I 

have sinned by betraying innocent blood.” They said, “What is that to us? See 

to it yourself.” 5And throwing down the pieces of silver into the temple, he 

departed, and he went and hanged himself. 6But the chief priests, taking the 

pieces of silver, said, “It is not lawful to put them into the treasury, since it is 

blood money.” 7So they took counsel and bought with them the potter’s field 

as a burial place for strangers. 8Therefore that field has been called the Field 

of Blood to this day. 9Then was fulfilled what had been spoken by the prophet 

Jeremiah, saying, “And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of him 

on whom a price had been set by some of the sons of Israel, 10and they gave 

them for the potter’s field, as the Lord directed me.”  (vv 1-10) 
 

Introduction: Dear friends in Christ, in our Lord’s Passion we have moved from the 

Upper Room, to Gethsemane, His betrayal and arrest, to palace of the high priest, 

and then lead to Pilate’s court. 

As these events play out, Judas again enters the scene.  In the course of these events: 

• He saw that Jesus was condemned. 

• He regrets what he had done by betraying Jesus for 30 pieces of silver. 

• He admits that he has sinned by betraying innocent blood. 



2 
 

I. Obviously, Judas’s conscience is tormented by sin.  So, what do we make of 

Judas’s activities?  What is the message for us today?  Three points of application 

might validly flow from the message in our text.  

First, God is never not in control of history.  Nor can His plan to save be opposed 

and stopped.  Yes, violent men can attack God’s reign in Jesus and do damage 

(Matthew 11:12).  And in our day, there are many, many times when I or you have 

no earthly idea of how this statement can be true: “It sure looks like God’s purposes 

are being thwarted.” 

Let’s look at that statement through the eyes of the evil done by the chief priests.  

First, they used and then dismissed Judas to serve God’s good purposes.  Thus: 

•  The evil in our lives and in our world today can also be caught up ultimately to 

serve the living God and of His Christ. 

•  Yet, in our Baptism Identity, we small servants of Christ can find comfort in the 

promise of the larger plan moving forward to God’s glorious consummation on 

the Last Day. 

Second, the evil of sin in our lives must be regarded as something that develops and 

grows.  What I mean by that is the chief priests and Judas should not be despised.  

Rather, true Christian humility should regard them with pity and with horror. 

We know nothing of how Judas came to the place Matthew describes.  That is: 

•  Plotting with Jesus’ enemies. 

•  Handing over his Lord. 

•  Facing the hell of self-knowledge that is remorse and regret and the fire of hell. 

Nor do we know anything about the chief priests.  The exceptions being those who 

were honestly looking for truth insofar as any fallen human creature can do that, 

such as Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea. 

However, here are the chief priests, blind to their utter hypocrisy, worried about 

defiling the treasury, and eager see the Son of God put to death on the cross (Matthew 

26:59-66; 27:1-2).  How did they get to that place?  We do not know how, but we 

can be sure it didn’t happen overnight (Matthew 12:14; 21:46; 26:3-4).  And now, 

here they are with blood money in their hands. 

As well, sin and evil in our lives can develop and grow.  And, we should reckon with 

that.  For more than one reason, Christians answer this question in the negative: 

“Shall we sin that grace may abound?” (Romans 6:1).  One of the reasons is this: 

No, because you’re playing with fire, and you don’t know how far down that path 

toward hell you’re going (cf. Matthew 5:30; 18:9). 
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You see, the time for repentance is always now.  Judas and the chief priests can teach 

us not to flirt with the danger of delaying our own repentance. 

Third and most importantly, the tragedy of Judas tells us what every Christian 

already knows.  Forgiveness, absolution, cleansing are to be found in Jesus, and 

nowhere else.  Judas sought it from the leaders at the temple but didn’t find it.  

Rather, it was available to him in the very innocent blood that he had betrayed 

So, why didn’t Judas realize that Christ’s gift was also for him?  We don’t know.  

We do know, however, that now is the time for us to recall and believe and cling to 

this promise that forgiveness, absolution, and cleansing are found in Jesus alone.  So 

that in dark times of confusion and despair, we Christians may not lose our bearings.  

Such as dealing with COVID-19 at the present time. 

You see, the innocent blood is poured out for the many – for all (Matthew 26:28; cf. 

20:28).  It was poured out for Judas and Peter. 

II. As the blood of Jesus is poured out for Judas and Peter, it is important what the 

difference is between Peter and Judas?  Considering the texts from which the Passion 

History is drawn, the answer to the question is single and simple: Nothing. 

Other than the obvious fact that Judas kills himself and Peter does not, the spiritual 

condition of the two men differ in no way: 

• Both have fallen away from faith in Jesus. 

• Both are in despair. 

• Like all the others (26:56b), both have ceased to be Jesus’ disciples in any 

meaningful sense of the word “disciple.” 

This means that when Passion Narrative reaches its climax, Jesus is truly alone 

(27:46), and none of His disciples are still His disciples.  Jesus alone remains, just 

as happens on the mount of transfiguration (Matthew 17:8).  Jesus alone goes all the 

way to the end.   

III. Not only is Jesus alone, and condemned by the chief priests, because of the 

actions of Peter, Judas, and the other disciples, consider, we, too, have fallen, have 

abandoned Jesus in so many ways.  How do we do it?  We do it: 

• When we fail to acknowledge Him before others. 

• When we fail to confess our sins to Him. 

Although we cannot remove the guilt of our sins by ourselves, fortunately we can 

be forgiven.  If only Judas had waited for three days!  Perhaps he would then have 

seen the victory of the resurrection, as Peter did. 
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Jesus certainly loved Judas as much as He loved Peter.  Jesus loves you and me as 

He did Peter and Judas.  He loves you so much that, He willingly went to go the 

cross to shed His blood to earn your forgiveness of sins.  On the cross your guilt and 

shame of sin are taken away. 

And, Jesus brings that salvation to you personally in your Baptism.  And, in your 

Baptism identity you become a follower of Jesus.  He says: “Come follow Me” 

(Matthew 4:19). 

Conclusion: Dear friends in Christ, though there are some hard lessons in our text, 

we do keep in mind that Jesus Christ, the Good Shepherd, though sold for 30 pieces 

of silver, a paltry amount even in Jesus day, is the Lamb of God Who takes away the 

sins of the world (John 1:29).    

So, in a sense, the work of the Shepherd is free.  Thus, we would say: though 

salvation is free, but it’s not cheap.  It was accomplished not with 30 pieces of dirty 

silver, but with Jesus Christ’s holy precious blood and innocent suffering and death 

for you. 

In the name of T Jesus, the Shepherd struck in condemnation for you.  Amen. 

 

To God alone the Glory! 


