
LENTEN MIDWEEK 3, MARCH 10/11, 2020         Rev. Roger A. Erdman 

Readings: The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ: II. Gethsemane; Psalm 121; Mark 

14:26-31 

Sermon Title: Strike the Shepherd: Denial 

Prayer: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of [our] heart[s] be 

acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, [our] Rock and [our] Redeemer.  (Psalm 

19:14) 
Salutation: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  (Ephesians 1:2) 

Text: The Word from God through which the Holy Spirit comes to stir our 

hearts for Lent Midweek 3, reflecting on the Passion History Reading, is from 

the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the fourteenth chapter: 
26And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 27And 

Jesus said to [the disciples], “You will all fall away, for it is written, ‘I will 

strike the Shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.’ 28But after I am raised up, 

I will go before you to Galilee.” 29Peter said to him, “Even though they all fall 

away, I will not.” 30And Jesus said to him, “Truly, I tell you, this very night, 

before the rooster crows twice, you will deny me three times.” 31But he said 

emphatically, “If I must die with you, I will not deny you.” And they all said 

the same. (vv 26-31) 

Introduction: Dear friends in Christ, again this evening, it’s Thursday of Holy 

Week.  The next day, on the Passover, “Christ, our Passover Lamb” would be 

sacrificed (1 Corinthians 5:7).  Jesus and His disciples have just left the Upper Room 

where Jesus had: 

• Instituted the new covenant – the Lord’s Supper. 

• Washed the disciples’ feet. 

• Given a new commandment: “That you love one another as I have loved you.” 

As they leave the Upper Room, the disciples, except for Judas, have the assurance 

of the truth for the forgiveness of sins in the institution of the Lord’s Supper.  As 

they’re on the way to the Mount of Olives, the disciples joined Jesus in singing a 

final hymn. 

As we receive the Lord’s Supper, we too have reason to sing thanksgiving and praise 

of the truth for the forgiveness of sins.  That’s why we sing hymns during the 

distribution of the Lord’s Supper in Divine Service. 
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I. At the foot of the Mount of Olives is Gethsemane, the garden in which Jesus was 

taking the disciples.  On the way to Gethsemane, Jesus then makes a shocking 

announcement.  He tells them that the rest of the disciples would also desert their 

Lord, as Judas did.  He quoted Zechariah 13:7: “I will strike the Shepherd, and the 

sheep will be scattered.” 

That meant when the heavenly Father would sacrifice Him, Who alone could say of 

Himself, “I am the Good Shepherd” (John 10:14), and the sheep would be scattered.  

And that’s exactly what happened (Mark 14:50). 

However, even before the disciples could respond, the Good Shepherd had a word 

of consolation for them.  He told them that though He would most certainly be put 

to death, He would not remain dead, and He would meet them in Galilee for a happy 

reunion. 

Even though Christ, after His resurrection, first appeared to the disciples in 

Jerusalem, it was in Galilee where He spent the most time with them before His 

ascension.  Therefore, the promise of reunion was the assurance they needed, 

something to cling to during the dark days to come, although they did not do so.  

Thus, we are permitted to see our Lord’s loving concern for His own chosen apostles, 

even as He faced death. 

Therefore, we ask the question of ourselves: “Will the Good Shepherd love us less?”  

Absolutely not!  Remember the hymn, as we sing: “Jesus loves me, this I know” 

(LSB #588).   

II. Of course this was too much for Peter.  He promptly said that although all the 

others would desert Jesus, he certainly would not.  In saying this: 

• Clearly, he for the moment did not remember the special rebuke Christ had 

given him at a previous time (Mark 8:32-33). 

• Nor did he remember the specific warning the Lord had voiced in the Upper 

Room to him regarding His denial of Him (Luke 22:31-34; John 13:38). 

So, here Jesus repeated what He had already told Peter.  You see, before dawn Peter 

would deny Jesus not once, not twice, but three times before the rooster crowed.  To 

put the crowings of the rooster in context of time, they would’ve taken place after 

3:00 a.m. and at dawn. 

Why did Jesus make special note of the crowing of the rooster?  Jesus called attention 

to the crowing of the rooster because Peter would hear it and be reminded of what 

he had just done, as Jesus foretold.  But Peter again rejected Jesus’ words.  He 

certainly would never deny Jesus, not even if he had to die with Him.  Here we see 

that Peter did not know how weak he was. 
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But Peter wasn’t alone in disagreeing with his Lord and in asserting his faithfulness 

and strength.  For “all the others said the same” (v 31b).  And all of them were 

wrong.  And so are we! 

• How many times have we denied Jesus by making promises we cannot keep? 

• How many times have we denied Jesus with our secret sins? 

• How many times have we denied Jesus with excuses or place blame just to make 

ourselves look good? 

Like Peter, we don’t know how weak we are.  It took the crowing of the rooster to 

remind him of his guilt and shame of sin committed.  What is our reminder?  We’re 

given the Ten Commandments to daily convict us of our guilt and shame of sin. 

They are (turn to the LSB, pg. 264): 

You shall have no other gods. 

You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 

Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 

Honor your father and your mother. 

You shall not murder. 

You shall not commit adultery. 

You shall not steal. 

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, 

     his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

True, the commands of God are not burdensome to forgiven sinners in Christ Jesus 

(1 John 5:3).  Yet, in our immoral and promiscuous times, God’s Law needs to be 

taught and preached vigorously and without apology.  Though the Law can teach us 

the way of holiness, it can never bring us holiness.  That God alone works through 

His eternal Son, Jesus Christ. 

III. You see, there is only One Who kept the Law perfectly – the God-man, Jesus 

Christ.  And it was only He Who could walk the way of the cross all alone, for you, 

me, and the whole world for the forgiveness of sins.  In no certain terms can we 

contribute to redeeming ourselves. 

If the eleven including Peter, who had been with Jesus for almost three years and 

had witnessed His miracles and experienced the truthfulness of His words, would 

fail Jesus in the hour of danger: 

• What about us? 

• Where do we find our strength? 
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Our only source of strength is Jesus in times of danger of all sorts.  He is ours in 

Word and Sacrament. 

In Greek mythology,  the Sirens were dangerous creatures, who lured nearby sailors 

with their enchanting music and singing voices to shipwreck on the rocky coast of 

their island.  My word to you is don’t get caught up in enchanting voices of the 

Sirens of worldly living to your shipwreck on the rocky coast of hell. 

By the grace of God, hold onto your salvation.  For: 

• You have been washed in the waters of Holy Baptism for the forgiveness of 

your sins.  It is your source of comfort and strength. 

• You have confessed your sins, clothed with Christ’s robe of righteousness 

drowning the Old Adam “that a new man should daily emerge and arise to live 

before God in righteousness and purity forever.”   It is your source of comfort 

and strength. 

• You have heard God’s Word.  It is your source of comfort and strength. 

• You have received the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in, with, and 

under bread and wine for the forgiveness of sins.  It is your source of comfort 

and strength. 

Conclusion: Dear friends in Christ, by these means of grace, you and I have the 

assurance to face the dark days of our lives, no matter how many times we have 

denied Jesus.  All of this is possible because He has said so.  Christ is our comfort 

and strength until He comes again to take us to the marriage supper the Lamb 

forever. 

In the name of T Jesus, the Shepherd struck in denial for you.  Amen. 
 

To God alone the Glory! 


