
LENTEN MIDWEEK 2, MARCH 3/4, 2020                   Rev. Roger A. Erdman 

Readings: The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ: I. The Lord’s Supper; Psalm 41:4-

13; John 13:12-20 

Sermon Title: Strike the Shepherd: Fulfillment 

Prayer: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of [our] heart[s] be 

acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, [our] Rock and [our] Redeemer.  (Psalm 

19:14) 
Salutation: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  (Ephesians 1:2) 

Text: The Word from God through which the Holy Spirit comes to stir our 

hearts for Lent Midweek 2, reflecting on the Passion History Reading, is from 

the Holy Gospel according to St. John, the thirteenth chapter: 
12When [Jesus] had washed [the disciples] feet and put on His outer garments 

and resumed His place, He said to them, “Do you understand what I have 

done to you? 13You call Me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. 
14If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to 

wash one another’s feet. 15For I have given you an example, that you also 

should do just as I have done to you. 16Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is 

not greater than his Master, nor is a messenger greater than the One Who 

sent him. 17If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them. 18I am not 

speaking of all of you; I know whom I have chosen.  But the Scripture will be 

fulfilled, ‘He who ate My bread has lifted his heel against Me.’ 19I am telling 

you this now, before it takes place, that when it does take place you may 

believe that I am He. 20Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever receives the one I 

send receives Me, and whoever receives Me receives the One Who sent Me.” 

(vv 12-20) 

Introduction: Dear friends in Christ, in fulfillment of what the Bible says from the 

Passion Reading and our text, Jesus is in the Upper Room with the disciples to 

celebrate the Passover.  The annual Passover was a remembrance of God: 

•   Sparing the Israelites firstborn by having the blood of the Passover lamb painted 

on the doorpost and lintel of their homes in the tenth and final Egyptian plague, 

as the angel of death passes over. 

•   Whereas, all the firstborn of the Egyptians, human and animal alike, were killed.  

Upon which Pharaoh (the king of Egypt) finally tells the Israelites to get out of 

Egypt. 
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I. However, here in this annual commemoration of the Passover, we see there’s 

something unusual going on.  As you heard in the Passion Reading, Judas had 

already agreed to betray Jesus in a deal with the chief priests and the temple captains 

for thirty pieces of silver.  And, now the time has now come for Judas to carry out 

his evil plan by betraying Jesus, as Satan enters into him. 

So, we ask the question: “How do we interpret these unusual events”?  In fulfillment 

of what the Bible says, in the course of events that evening, we find out that Jesus 

has more in mind than just celebrating the Passover: 

• He institutes the new covenant – the Lord’s Supper. 

• He washes the disciples’ feet. 

• He gives a new commandment: “That you love one another as I have loved you.” 

However, as we get to the heart of the matter, we see why Jesus has instituted the 

Lord’s Supper, washed the disciples’ feet, and given a new commandment.  The 

words of Jesus in the psalm (41:9) have to be fulfilled: “He who eats My bread kicks 

Me” (John 13:18b – An American Translation) 

As we consider those words of fulfillment, not everyone shares the blessings that 

Jesus offers, because not everyone believes in Jesus.  This evening we see that one 

of Jesus’ twelve disciples had pushed Jesus from his heart and was about to betray 

Him.  The Lord knew that.  And, He alluded to it another time: 

“Didn’t I choose the twelve of you and one of you is a devil?”  [Jesus] meant 

Judas, the son of Simon, Iscariot.  He was going to betray Him – one of the 

twelve” (John 6:70-71 – An American Translation). 

You see, Jesus knew it would come to this when He chose the Twelve.  Therefore, 

He announced that His words of guidance and blessing did not refer to all of them. 

But if Jesus knew it, why did He let it happen?  He tells us: He chose one disciple 

even though that one would eventually reject and betray Him because it fulfilled 

what the Bible tells us. 

No, Jesus didn’t choose Judas to betray Him.  That was Judas’ own doing in sin and 

unbelief.  Rather, Jesus chose him because when Judas would carry out his betrayal, 

he would fulfill what the Bible says. 

And so, the one who called himself Jesus’ friend would deliver a vicious kick, 

intended to greatly harm Him.  Therefore, in the course of events, Judas would 

deliver Jesus to His enemies.  For the time had come for fulfillment of what the Bible 

says in Christ’s life. 
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II. So, let’s take a closer look at what’s going on in the course of events that evening 

as Judas is about to betray Jesus.  Obviously, we have the sinful act of Judas’s 

upcoming betrayal of Jesus.  As we breakdown Judas’s actions, let’s look at sin in 

the form of “guilt” and “shame.”  Why so?  Because guilt and shame affect all of 

the disciples.   In definition, we might say: 

• Guilt is sin committed. 

• Shame is sin suffered. 

The disciples faced this dilemma in the Upper Room: 

• They questioned Jesus one by one at the table when He predicted He would be 

betrayed by one His own called disciples: “You don’t mean me, Lord?” 

(Matthew 26:22).  Here, the disciples experienced the shame of sin suffered by 

the action of one of their own – Judas.  Though they were not guilty as such.   

• In like manner, when Judas asked Jesus: “You don’t mean me, Master?”  To 

which Jesus answered him: “I do!” (Matthew 26:25).  Here we have the guilt 

of sin committed by Judas.  Of course, during Jesus’ Passion at some point all 

the disciples, will fall into the guilt of sin committed, as they deny and desert 

Jesus. 

Not only is this a dilemma for Judas and the disciples.  As well, it’s a dilemma for 

you and me in our guilt of sin committed and shame of sin suffered.  You see: 

• We have the guilt of sin committed against the neighbor – family, friends, co-

workers in so many ways.  And, we don’t have to dig down very deep to know 

that we have in fact committed those sins.  Ultimately, those sins are committed 

to make us look good or get our own way. 

• We, too, have the shame of sin suffered by association, though committing no 

specific sin.  Using the example from our text, the eleven disciples wondered if 

they were guilty of Jesus betrayal, when in fact, Judas was the one to carry out 

the deed.  For us it might mean skeletons in the closet on account of family 

background, intelligence, economic status and so on. 

Yet, we do have the shame of sin suffered by association that in fact makes us guilty.  

And, it never goes away.  What is it?  It’s original sin.  That’s the sin we inherited 

from our first parents – Adam and Eve.  And, that sin is with us until the day we die. 
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III. Of course, there’s only one way out of this dilemma.  You see, if we’re going to 

escape the prison cell of our inherited sinful hearts and our ongoing lustful desires, 

God Himself will have to break us out.  And of course, that’s exactly what He has 

done. 

• Taking on our human flesh and bones, the eternal Son of God became one of 

us.  Whereby, He was subject to every temptation known to humanity. 

• Actively He obeyed the whole will and Law of God as a stand-in for us all. 

• Passively He took upon Himself and into His sinless flesh the sin and iniquity 

of every human being. 

Thus, in fulfillment of what the Bible says, Jesus dealt decisively and completely 

with our guilt and shame by His sacrificial death at Calvary for the forgiveness of 

sins for you, me, and the world.  But this took place very long ago and very far away.  

So, how does this forgiveness of sins become ours? 

It becomes personal for you and me in Holy Baptism.  In our Baptism, we are linked 

to Good Friday and Easter.  You see, by this sacred washing of water and the Word 

every child of God is taken with Jesus down into his or her grave to die His death.  

And then raised up with Jesus, in His resurrection, to live his or her own risen life 

from then on. 

Baptism happens only once, however.  But its significance goes on and on in daily 

repentance.  In this way for the rest of our lives – you, me, and every baptized child 

of God – we go on dying to sin and rising to righteousness every day.  Thus, to live 

no longer as slave, but as a son or daughter within the Father’s house. 

And now on the eve of Jesus’ crucifixion from our text, in fulfillment of what the 

Bible says about Him, He gave the disciples His solemn word that whoever received 

anyone He sent would actually receive Him.  And whoever received Jesus received 

the Father, Who sent Him.  Those words were to confirm what He had told them at 

another time (Matthew 10:40).  

Conclusion: And to, dear friends in Christ, Jesus has continued to send out His 

disciples to preach and teach His Gospel to you.  You see: 

• When you and others receive that Good News in faith, you receive Jesus in all 

He has accomplished for you and still does for you.  For He in fulfillment of 

what the Bible says about Him, has removed your guilt and shame. 

• When you receive Jesus, you receive God the Father unto life everlasting.   

In the name of T Jesus.  Amen. 
 

To God alone the Glory! 


