
 
 

LENT 2, MARCH 8, 2020            Rev. Roger A. Erdman 

Lectionary Readings: Zechariah 3:1-10; Psalm 121; Romans 16:17-20; Matthew 

16:13-23 

Sermon Title: Silencing Satan 

Prayer: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of [our] heart[s] be 

acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, [our] Rock and [our] Redeemer.  (Psalm 

19:14) 
Salutation: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  (Ephesians 1:2) 

Text: The Word from God through which the Holy Spirit comes to stir our 

hearts for the Second Sunday in Lent is from our Old Testament Reading: 

Zechariah, chapter 3. 

Introduction: Dear friends in Christ, nearly twenty-one years ago I was in 

Anchorage, Alaska at the Ted Stevens International Airport looking to catch a flight 

home to Minneapolis.  I, and a husband and wife team from our congregation had 

just completed our part of a Hammer and Nails Project through the Alaska Mission 

for Christ Mission Organization. 

However, because of timing, we were probably going to miss our flight.  Mind you, 

it being the last flight to Minneapolis that evening.  And, if we missed the flight, that 

meant spending the night in the concourse on not so comfortable benches. 

As we approached the ticket counter to ask about the flight departure, the response 

from ticket agent was: “Buddy, it’s too late, now.”  So, there we were with no way 

out of our predicament.  Yep, we’re spending the night at the airport! 

I. Joshua knows the feeling.  He’s also stuck with no way out.  How so?  In the words 

of our text: “Then [the man] showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the 

LORD’s Messenger, and the accuser – the Hebrew is literally “Satan” – standing at 

his right hand to accuse him” (v 1). 

Satan also appears: 

• In Job chapters 1 and 2 to bring charges against Job. 

• While in Psalm 109:6 Satan is likened to the Hebrew word rasha which means 

“evil one.”  

Mind you, Satan is evil all right.  In Zechariah’s fourth vision the accuser stands in 

the heavenly tribunal ready to throw the book at Joshua, who has just traveled from 

Babylon to Persian Yehud (roughly the kingdom of Judah).  
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It is time to rebuild the temple, offer up sacrifices, and cover God’s people with 

divine mercy and grace.  But in verse 3 of our text, we’re told that Joshua is wearing 

“filthy clothes.”  And those filthy clothes disqualify him from serving as high priest.  

The word here for filthy doesn’t just mean dirty clothes.   It denotes maximum filth 

and defilement.  Related terms include “excrement” and “vomit.” 

In other words, a sewer of pollution covers him!  Why is that?  Joshua was born in 

a defiled and unclean land – Babylon.  So, how can an unclean priest serve a holy 

God and remove uncleanness from the people?  He can’t.  All is lost!  

Joshua might as well be stuck in a noisy airport with pushy people, a loud PA system 

and overpriced food.  And to top it off, the accuser stands to his right and chuckles, 

“Buddy, it’s too late, now.” 

In 1 Samuel 3 God rejects Eli as high priest.  In Zechariah 3 why doesn’t He do the 

same with Joshua?  And while he’s at it, why doesn’t the LORD reject me?  That’s 

the accuser’s goal. 

You see, he wants to rub my face in my filth, so I feel stuck and trapped with no way 

out.  He points out that – just like Joshua – I’ve lived in a defiled and unclean land.  

I am perfectly at home in the ghetto of gossip, the jungle of judgment, the precinct 

of pride and the slums of slander.  The accuser throws the book at me, even as he 

fiendishly gloats: “Erdman, it’s too late, now.”  

And believing the lie we get lost in a world of darkness and despair.  How so? 

• If you’ve ever felt shame and disgrace, it was Satan’s whisper that crushed your 

heart. 

• If you have ever felt alone and abandoned, it was all according to Satan’s plan. 

• If you have ever felt useless and no good, it was Satan’s accusing finger in your 

face.  

II. But listen again to verse 1: “Then [the man] showed me Joshua the high priest 

standing before the LORD’s Messenger, and the accuser standing at his right hand 

to accuse him.” 

Aha!  Not only does Joshua have an advocate.  We, too, have an advocate.  You see, 

the LORD’s Messenger stands in our court! 

• In verse 8 God calls Him “My Servant.”  This is the same Servant Isaiah 

describes as stricken by God and afflicted; Who bears our griefs and carries our 

sorrows; Who was pierced for our transgressions and crushed for our iniquities 

(Isaiah 53:3-5). 

• Also, in verse 8, God also calls the Messenger “the Shoot” or “Branch.”  This 

builds on the earlier promise in Jeremiah 23:5: “Days are coming, declares the 

LORD, when I will raise up for David a righteous Shoot, a King Who will reign 

wisely and do what is just and right in the land.”  
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What’s more, in verse 9, the LORD’s Messenger is also called “the Stone” which 

comes from Psalm 118: “The Stone the builders rejected has become the 

Cornerstone.  The LORD did this and it is marvelous in our eyes” (vv 22-23).  

So, then, in the presence of the LORD’s Messenger – Who is the Servant and the 

Shoot and the Stone – what does the accuser say?   Nothing!  He is speechless!  He 

falls to the ground like a popped balloon.  Satan is silenced!  

We know that from verse 2, where the LORD’s Messenger rebukes the accuser two 

times.  The Hebrew verb is ga’ar.  And it denotes defeating and driving back an 

enemy with anger and rage. 

The LORD’s Messenger says something like this with conviction to Satan: “How 

dare you bring charges against My Joshua!  You are completely out of line here and 

have absolutely no authority in this court.  Leave immediately.  I don’t ever want to 

see your sorry face again!” 

And the result?  Joshua’s filthy clothes are taken off while the LORD’s Messenger 

announces the absolution: “Behold, I have taken away your iniquity and clothe you 

with clean garments” (v 4). 

III. But the accuser won’t give up against Joshua’s interceding Messenger.  Five-

hundred years later he goes to court with Him again.  This time the accuser sends 

Judas to the garden, Pilate to his palace and Herod to Jerusalem.  All this, so that the 

crowds will render this verdict: “Crucify Him!  Crucify Him!” 

After everything is said and done, the Messenger can’t say a word: 

• The Servant is led like a Lamb to the slaughter. 

• The living Shoot is pruned, uprooted and cut down. 

• While the Stone is pulverized and crushed to pieces.  

Does this mean that the Gospel promises in Zechariah 3 are null and void?  Not on 

your life!  In Zechariah 4 Zerubbabel takes a leftover stone from Solomon’s temple 

and uses it to construct a new temple (v 7).  Ezra 3:12 narrates the same event telling 

us: “All the people shouted a great shout.”  The complimentary “Grace! Grace!” 

in Zechariah 4 describes this great thanksgiving for the rebuilt temple. 

And a rebuilt temple makes – as they say – all the difference in the world.  You see: 

• The Messenger lives to rebuke the accuser! 

• The Servant is vindicated and alive! 

• The Shoot is flourishing and stunningly beautiful. 

• And the Stone the builders rejected has become the Cornerstone. The LORD 

did this and it is still marvelous in our eyes 

Indeed, “Grace! Grace!” amazing and life-changing grace! 
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IV. Therefore, baptized into Christ’s Easter victory you are not stuck with no way 

out, destined to live a life of hopeless desperation.  No.  You are flying home in first 

class.  How can you be sure?  The LORD’s Messenger – our Lord Jesus Christ – 

says even now: “Behold I have taken away your iniquity and clothe you with a clean 

baptismal garment.” 

You see, salvation is God’s business.  Grace is His idea.  Forgiveness comes from 

Him.  But can God really be that generous?  That loving?  That giving?  Yes.  Yes.  

And yes!  Jesus doesn’t say: “Everyone who achieves” or “everyone who succeeds.” 

Jesus says everyone who believes will be saved (John 3:16). 

But the accuser just won’t give up.  Can you hear him? “It’s too late now to restore 

that relationship, launch that ministry, go for that dream, break that deadly habit, 

take that risk, embrace that promise.”   Shhh.  Don’t say a word and don’t make any 

excuses. 

Rather trust that the LORD’s Messenger is in your court and claim this truth.  I and 

the other two people did in our travel predicament, and by the grace of God we got 

on a flight the next morning back to Minneapolis. 

Conclusion: Dear friends in Christ, in Zechariah 3 we see Satan for who he really 

is: 

• A deadly enemy?  Absolutely. 

• A supernatural creature who can do great harm?  No doubt. 

• The tormentor of our souls?  Indeed. 

• Does Satan hate Jesus and hate us?  Count on it. 

But also count on this – Satan is a defeated enemy who has no authority over us –

whatsoever.  Listen to this truth, one more time: 

• Because of Jesus, Satan is forever silenced! 

• Forever silenced, for you! 

In the name of T Jesus, Who forgives all your sins.  Amen. 

 

To God alone the Glory! 


