
St. James & St. Paul’s

River’s Edge
From the Pastor’s Pen

Dear Friends in Christ,

Greetings in the name of our crucified and risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!
As I write this article, it’s mid-May, which means Memorial Day isn’t far away, graduations are being planned, and va-
cations are in the works. Soon, assuming it warms up at least to what it was this winter, we’ll be getting out the shorts, 
turning on the A/C, and enjoying summer activities, often of which, it seems, have something to do with bodies of 
water, either fish-filled or chlorinated.

As you journey (or relax at home) in this beautiful creation God has given us, I’d like to remind you of another cre-
ation, which is also closely tied to water. At your Baptism, whether it was recent or many decades ago, and whether you 
remember it or not, you were made a new creation in Christ. He washed away your sin, and the Holy Spirit made you 
pure throughout. While Baptism is a once-in-a-lifetime event, that washing continues daily, better than any time-re-
leased medication. A review of Luther’s Small Catechism reminds us of what the value of Baptism is for salvation:

 What does such baptizing with water indicate?
 It indicates that the Old Adam in us should by daily contrition and repentance be drowned and die with all   
 sins and evil desires, and that a new man should daily emerge and arise to live before God in righteousness and   
 purity forever.

 Where is this written?
 St. Paul writes in Romans chapter six: “We were therefore buried with Him through baptism into death in  
 order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.”   
 [Romans 6:4]

Therefore, since you have a new life, you can celebrate this forgiveness every day, regardless of whether you’re home or 
not. I encourage you to recognize the blessings you’re enjoying this summer and respond to God in prayers of thanks. 
As well, don’t neglect the spiritual blessings of God in favor of the other blessings. When you’re not around on the 
weekend, find a church near your vacation spot. The LCMS website (www.lcms.org) has a Congregation Locator to 
enable you to find an LCMS church wherever you’re going, or call me, and I’ll help you out. Take your Bible with you, 
or, if you’re staying in a hotel, take advantage of the one provided by the Gideons. Schedule daily family devotions, 
reading together from the Bible, talking about what you’ve read, and praying together.

Our heavenly Father has poured out His blessings on us, the greatest of which is full and complete forgiveness of sins, 
accomplished for us by His eternal Son, Jesus Christ on the cross; and brought to us in and through His Word and 
Sacraments. “Therefore: give thanks to the Lord, for He is good! His love endures forever!” (Psalm 107:1).

Pastor Erdman

“But with a man who belongs to an everlasting kingdom all is well and it is fitting that he should dance through life forever-
more.” Martin Luther (1543)
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St. Paul’s News & Notes
Hi, Everyone!

It sure feels like summertime is getting closer! Our calendar is filling up with confirmations, graduations, 
weddings, baseball games, etc. What a blessing to be getting out to see family, friends, and making new ac-
quaintances! Are you planning a vacation this year? Sounds great…

Well, you know us…Jim and I have been busy putting in our garden. We enjoyed spending time planning 
it out, but there is nothing like the reality of getting dirty while crawling along planting seeds and bedding 
plants. I said a prayer for God’s grace on our efforts as we were plodding along.

What’s on the calendar this month? Ladies Aid/LWML (also Flag Day) on Monday, the 14th at 6 p.m., and 
the biggee, Father’s Day on Sunday, the 20th (also the first official day of summer). Please take the time to call 
your Dad, send him a card or do something special with him over that weekend. Those of us whose fathers 
are no longer here, will tell you how different life is after they are gone. I admit, there’s been plenty of times 
through the years when I’ve wished that I could talk to my Dad (or Mom) one more time and get their advice 
on something.

I found a couple nice verses honoring Fathers:
A father is neither an anchor to hold us back-Nor a sail to take us there-But a guiding light whose love shows 
us the way.

A good father is one of the most unsung, unpraised, unnoticed, and yet one of the most valuable assets of our 
society…   Billy Graham

This is an oldie, but a goodie and it’s always timely to share this time of year: 
GARDENING GOD’S WAY

Plant 3 rows of peas: peace of mind, peace of heart, peace of soul

Plant 4 rows of squash: squash gossip, squash grumbling, squash indifference, squash selfishness

Plant 4 rows of lettuce: lettuce be faithful, lettuce be kind, lettuce be obedient, lettuce really love one another

No garden without turnips: turnip for service, turnip to help one another, turnip for meetings

Water freely with Patience and Cultivate with Love. There is much fruit in your garden because you REAP 
what you SOW!

To conclude our garden…We must have thyme: thyme for God, thyme for study, thyme for prayer.

Whether you gardened in the past, enjoy your flowers around the yard, or even like to visit the Farm Market 
you can get something out of this analogy…

Until next month, take care, and get involved with church and other activities again! You’ve been missed!

Deb



Birthdays & Anniversaries
Any dates that are wrong or names need to be taken off, please let Lisa Brockwell know

St. James Anniversaries
5th 1971 - Gerry & Karin Ganther

9th 1972 - Richard & Ruthann Meitz
25rd 1960 - Daryl & Carla Fabian
26th 1968 - Fred & Missie Gregar 

28th 1986 - Tom & DeAnna Winters
29th 2013 - Tim & Lisa Brockwell 

St. Paul’s Anniversaries
None

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
2020-2022 Biennium Bethany Asaba Delta State Nigeria—New Church Planting, Building Completion Request 
$12000 Unfunded - The purpose of this grant is to complete the Church building so that people will worship Gode

We are having a LWML/Ladies Aide meeting on June 14th at 6 pm

There will be NO 4th of July Bake Sale at the New Miner parade, that would be held on July 3, 2021.

St. Paul’s Birthdays
6th - Tracey Draper

St. James Birthdays
1st - Jason Smelcer
7th - Veronica Brockwell
7th - Don Lutz 
9th - Payton Burke
10th - Brenda Exner
15th - Sandy Kriese
22nd - Joey Awe
24th - Devin Burke
24th - Dick Jensen
26th - Betty  Jensen
27th - Terry  Schulz
30th - George Emanuel



A DEVOTIONAL MESSAGE FROM LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES  
– “Crowned with Glory”
Psalm 8:3-5 - When I look at Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, the moon and the stars, which You have set in place, 
what is man that You are mindful of him, and the son of man that You care for him? Yet you have made him a little lower 
than the heavenly beings and crowned him with glory and honor. 

If you have ever looked up into a clear night sky, you know that the sight of the vast, glittering expanse of stars can 
make you feel very small. David the psalmist must have had a similar experience, perhaps often, during lonely nights 
as a shepherd. He examined the night sky, amazed at the moon and stars that reflected the majesty of their Creator. 
David may have felt small and insignificant as he spoke in prayer and awestruck praise, “What is man that You are 
mindful of him, and the son of man that You care for him?”

In the vastness of space, among the countless stars, does God even notice the people He created? Does He care for 
those—comparatively—tiny beings? Scripture assures us that the God who knows when even a little sparrow falls, 
who keeps count of the hairs on our heads, knows us and cares for us. God has placed the people He created in His 
own image only “a little lower than the heavenly beings” and has crowned them—men and women—with glory and 
honor as His image-bearers, giving them dominion over His created works.

But the Spirit-inspired words of this psalm reach beyond the thoughts of a shepherd entranced by the night sky. 

The writer to the Hebrews uses the words of the psalm to turn our attention to one particular Man, God in human 
flesh, our Savior Jesus Christ. In the prophetic words of the psalm we are reminded that Jesus, the Son of Man, 
was made “for a little while lower than the angels” (Hebrews 2:7b). Jesus humbled Himself, laying aside His divine 
majesty, to be born of a virgin, to be wrapped in swaddling cloths in a manger bed in Bethlehem. Jesus humbled 
Himself, suffering betrayal and arrest. No legions of heavenly beings came to His aid. For our sake He was nailed to 
a cross and crowned, not with glory, but with thorns.

But the Son of Man, a descendant of the star-gazing shepherd David, was raised from death. Jesus is now crowned 
with glory and honor, and God has put “everything in subjection under His feet (Hebrews 2:8b). When we look 
at the heavens, the moon and stars that God has created, or when we are lost in a place of darkness and sorrow far 
from the sight of such things, we may still ask in prayer, “Are You, O God, mindful of me? Do You care for me?” The 
answer in Christ Jesus is always “Yes!” Christ Jesus suffered, died, and rose from the dead that you might be His 
own. You are God’s precious child. “And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of 
glory” (1 Peter 5:4).

THE PRAYER: Lord Jesus, You humbled Yourself to save us. Watch over us and keep us in Your care, today and 

always. Amen.

This Daily Devotion was written by Dr. Carol Geisler

Randy Randall
Lutheran Hour Ministries Ambassador for St. James Lutheran Church







Official Acts
St. James

Wedding - Christopher Anderson & Sheila Balsiger • May 15

Confirmation • May 23
Isabella Rose Emanuel

Addison Olivia Kunferman
Dayton Andrew Oens

St. Paul’s
Confirmation • May 23

Brooklynn Denise Hoffman

2021 Summer Worship Schedule
The Board of Elders at St. James has set the Wednesday evening worship schedule for the summer. These services are 
at 5:30 and will offer Holy Communion. It is our prayer that those who do not have the opportunity to worship on a 
given Sunday, will have an opportunity to worship at one of the Wednesday services. The dates of these services are as 
follows:
• June 9
• June 23
• July 14
• July 28
• August 11
• August 25

Church Property Lawn Mowing 
If you like mowing lawn, here is an opportunity for you at St. James. In order to keep the property looking beautiful, 
the lawn needs to be mowed at least once a week, preferably on a Friday or Saturday. A sign-up sheet is located on the 
board near the kitchen. Instructions and contact information are included on that sheet. You may call the church office 
(565-7252) to arrange for getting on the schedule. May this be done to the praise, honor, and glory of God

Summer Sermon Series – The Lord’s Prayer
Beginning Sunday, June 20, for our summer sermon series from one of the Six Chief Parts of Luther’s Small Catechism, 
we will be going through the Lord’s Prayer – petition by petition. The series encompasses nine sermons. The Gospel 
Reading for this series is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew (6:7-13). As an introductory comment: “It the 
most amazing thing that Jesus invites us to call upon the Father, Who is ‘Who is in heaven,’ as our Father. It is as though 
Jesus is giving us His own identity before the Father and says that we should consider His Father to be our Father.”




