
St. James & St. Paul’s

River’s Edge
From the Pastor’s Pen

Dear Friends in Christ,

Greetings in the name of our crucified and risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!
As our congregations went back to full worship on Sunday, June 6, I cannot but think back to March 2020 when the covid pandemic 
was the rage not only in our United States but worldwide. I cannot but think back to racial unrest throughout our United States and 
worldwide in 2020 because of deaths like George Floyd and others. I cannot but think back to the United States Supreme Court 
ruling, granting special rights for homosexuals and transgenders in 2020 (and same-sex marriage in 2015) with a horrible message 
of making children converts of an unholy ideology, diametrically opposed to “male and female [God] created them” (Genesis 1:30c). I 
cannot but think back to the political unrest in our United States at the election of Joseph Biden as the 46th president of the United 
States. As we are in mid-2021, it is my prayer that our nation will be glad to put the decisions and events of 2020 and early 2021 be-
hind us. But I doubt that we will not soon forget how even the greatest nation on earth can be touched by these decisions and events. 
It is my prayer that there is the trend toward closer families, patriotism, and godly living. That they take precedence, grow, and that 
we can move forward.

St. Paul is all about the importance of looking forward: “But one thing I do: Forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies 
ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:13b-14). Many make the mistake 
of living in the past. While there are many important things to glean from the past, it is not healthy to live our life “back then.” There 
are always many great things we could dwell on, but the greatest event is what God has done is on-going. It’s the event of Christ 
being in your life. 

Does the church dwell on the past? Someone might argue that the church is always focusing on the past, most notably being the 
death of Jesus on the cross. There is hardly a sermon that does not mention “the cross” upon which Jesus died. That is a good thing. 
The death of Christ Jesus on the cross is the reason for Christ being in you and through you. The death of Christ on the cross means 
your sins were forgiven then and there. Your acceptance with God is there. Your hope of eternal life is there. We look back at that 
one moment – and the resurrection from the dead – as a marker for our salvation and for the hope that is within us. It is the foun-
dation for all our faith – for if Christ had not died and if Christ had not risen, we would still be mired in our sins. We would also be 
mired in the past – the heritage of our sinful past would not allow us to “move on,” nor to view the future with any hope.
There is real reason to rejoice as we remember that all our work for the Lord is not in vain; we will continue to find success in our 
work and in our life as we commit our way to God. The life and work that is committed to the Lord will prosper and grow. God has 
given His word on that.  

Paul resolved that he would “know Christ.” As fellow members of Christ’s church, you and I join in that same resolve: “that I may 
know Him and the power of His resurrection, and may share His sufferings, becoming like Him in His death, that by any means possible I 
may attain the resurrection from the dead. . . . because Christ Jesus has made me His own” (Philippians 3:10-11, 12b).
Therefore, any goals we have must be based in this resolve: to know Christ and to tell others of Christ, and the salvation that comes 
through Him. As Christ grows within you, He will cause you to bear fruit. Together, the whole church rises up to do great things. 

In His Service,
Pastor Erdman

“But with a man who belongs to an everlasting kingdom all is well and it is fitting that he should dance through life forevermore.”  
— Martin Luther (1543)
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St. Paul’s News  
& Notes

Happy Summertime, Everyone!
As I’m attempting to compose this newsletter, 
one of the newest members of our household, 
Sadie, is enjoying herself playing on my desk and 
keyboard. She and Finn, joined us recently. Having 
kittens was never on our “must have” list, especially 
given the fact that Shadow (German shephard)  and Rosie 
(Bassett hound) already rule the Winters’ household. We will 
be quick to point out however, that we already love them…including 
the dogs! In fact, Rosie is downright protective over “her” babies, which surprised us 
as she has never been around other kittens or puppies. 

The garden is doing okay considering that hot weather we had last month. There’s still some “volunteer” plants 
that we haven’t identified, it’s always interesting to see what comes up on it’s own. I’m an avid composter, so that 
opens up a number of possibilities. 

July is an exciting month, with opportunities opening up again to celebrate our nation’s birthday. New Miner 
Independence Day parade starts at noon on Saturday, the 3rd. St. Paul’s Ladies Aid/LWML won’t be having a 
bake sale there this year, but please come out and show your support for our country, veterans and the community. 
Ladies Aid will meet on Monday, the 12th at 6 p.m. Shelley will be our hostess for the evening.

If you noticed my greeting this month, I used the word happy. The Bible has a number of exhortations to be 
joyful and happy. The Word of God says that a happy heart is good medicine (see Proverbs 17:22). It is good be-
cause laughter lifts your spirits; improves your mental, emotional and physical health; and de-stresses your mind. 
People that know me, know I have quite a sense of humor. Along with my faith, it has helped carry me through 
life’s difficult times. Pray that God will bring more laughter into your life and be sure to take advantage of any 
opportunity He gives you! See also: Nehemiah 8:10-The joy of the Lord is my strength… Romans 15:13-May 
the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing that by the power of the Holy Spirit you will abound 
in hope and overflow with confidence in His promises.

I hope you are enjoying your summer. There’s so many wonderful opportunities to attend sports, family reunions, 
garage sales, picnics, etc. Take advantage to get out if you can. Even a stroll or ride are nice! I pray that you’re back 
to regular church attendance. What a blessing it is to get together with our brothers and sisters in the Lord!

Until next  month, take care and maybe we’ll see one another out and about! God Bless.

Deb



Birthdays & Anniversaries
Any dates that are wrong or names need to be taken off, please let Lisa Brockwell know

St. James Anniversaries
3rd 1982 - Randy & Linda Randall

5th - Larry & Jean Wargowsky
16th 1983 - Kallien & Lisa Parker

27th 1974 - Roger & Sandy Mortenson

St. Paul’s Anniversaries
1st - Ken & Denna Winters

23rd - Therese & Roland Huebner

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
2020-2022 Biennium Chaplain Scholarships for Medical Mission Trips  $3000 Unfunded - Equip a Medical Mission 
Team with a Chaplain, not only for the potential value of having a pastor in terms of evangelism, but also for the spiritual care of volun-
teers who are often facing the challenges presented by culture shock and the impression of poverty, calamity and disease.

We are having a LWML/Ladies Aide meeting on July 12th at 6 pm

Mites are due the last Sunday on  July 24, 2021

St. Paul’s Birthdays
6th - Debra Winters
8th - Owen Reynolds

St. James Birthdays
2nd - Mark Walters
3rd - Ruthann Meitz
8th - Roger Mortensen
9th - Roger Erdman
10th - Thomas Emanuel
           Colin Wesolek
11th - Justin Oens
           Lester Stephens
12th - Alliyah Davis
13th - Peter Taraban
16th - Bernice Jump
26th - Sharon Lutz
31st - Addison Kunferman
           Alvina Pollock  



A DEVOTIONAL MESSAGE FROM LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES  
– “Consider the Cost”
Psalm 8:3-5 - When I look at Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, the moon and the stars, which You have set in place, Galatians 
6:9-10 - Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. Therefore, as we 
have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.
In the United States, on July Fourth, Americans celebrate Independence Day. One of the things that people need to be 
reminded of is that freedom isn’t free. In this world, someone always pays the price for people to be truly free. Consider the 
signers of the Declaration of Independence, all 56 of them.

Did you know how much they risked for your freedom (assuming you’re a citizen of the United States)?

If they won the war with the British, there would still be years of hardship as a struggling nation. If they lost, they would face 
a hangman’s noose. And yet there it is where it says, “We herewith pledge, our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor.” They 
signed it, but did you know what price they paid for those signatures?

In a broadcast on July 4, 1974, Paul Harvey reminded us: 

 • That Carter Braxton, a wealthy planter and trader, after signing saw his ships swept from the seas to pay his debts.  
      He lost his home and all of his property. He died in rags.

 • That Thomas McKean of Delaware was so harassed by the enemy that he was forced to move his family five times  
      in five months. He served in Congress without pay—his family in poverty, and in hiding.

 • That Thomas Nelson, Jr. of Virginia raised $2 million on his own signature for provision for our allies, the French  
                   fleet. After the War he personally paid back the loans, wiping out his entire estate; he was never reimbursed by his  
       government. He died bankrupt.

 • That John Hart was driven from his wife’s bedside while she was dying; his 13 children fled in all directions for their 
      lives. His fields and gristmill were laid waste. For more than a year, he lived in forests and caves and returned home  
       after the War to find his wife dead, his children gone, his properties gone. He died a few weeks later of exhaustion  
      and a broken heart.

Of the 56 signers of the Declaration, few were long to survive. Five were captured by the British and tortured before they 
died. Twelve had their homes—from Rhode Island to Charleston—sacked and looted, occupied by the enemy, or burned. 
Two of them lost their sons in the Army; one had two sons captured. Nine of the 56 died in the War from its hardships or 
merciful bullets. They had learned that liberty is so much more important than security, for that they pledged their lives, their 
fortunes, and their sacred honor. They fulfilled their pledge; they paid the price, and freedom was born.

It’s hard to imagine paying such a price so that others might be free. But then, we’re reminded of the price Jesus Christ paid 
for our freedom, not just politically for the moment, but eternally for all time. In order to save us from our sins, God literally 
had come into our predicament, as the God-Man, to live our life perfectly, to pay the debt for our sin personally, and to give us 
the eternal life He earned as a gift, received by grace alone, through faith. When it comes to freedom, I pray that you yearn for 
the freedom that comes in Christ alone more than any of the other freedoms combined. You’ll be blessed if you do!

THE PRAYER: Dear Lord Jesus, thank You for the freedom that You earned for us, that You give by grace to us. Let us joy-
fully receive that freedom by faith and share it with anyone who will receive it! Amen!

From “Freedom’s Price Has Been Paid ... Serve It Forward,” a message from  Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz, former Speaker of The Lutheran Hour

Randy Randall
Lutheran Hour Ministries Ambassador for St. James Lutheran Church
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