
St. James & St. Paul’s

River’s Edge
From the Pastor’s Pen

Dear Friends in Christ,
Greetings in the name of our crucified and risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!
Happy New Year! As we begin 2021, at different times throughout our lives, we all make the choice whether to serve ourselves 
or to be servants to others. If we make a practice of putting ourselves first, at the expense of others, we will spend life joyless and 
empty, wondering why fulfillment escapes us.

Even though God never abandons us, we can elect to turn away Him. God wants the best for us, and His best for us is that we 
deny ourselves and follow Him. If we focus only on our earthly possessions and make it our top priority to take care of ourselves 
only, we push God out of our lives. Putting our own interests first, we become selfish and self-centered.

During the month of January much attention is given to the sanctity of life issues and the implications are far reaching. This is 
at the forefront as we seek to put an end to abortion in sermons, Bible Studies, “March for Life Rallies”, and more. “If God places 
such high value on life—all life ( John 3:16)—how can we possibly be less concerned? We do love others because He first loved 
us (1 John 4:19). We speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves (Proverbs 31:8) because when we had no voice, no 
standing, no defense, Jesus stepped in on our behalf. There is no way we can be less loving. ” Christian Life Resources.

For it was joy that compelled Jesus to endure the Cross (Hebrews 12:2). Therefore, as we put forth the effort to end abortion, 
consider the words of St. Paul: “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by 
testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect” (Romans 12:2). “For Christians, then, 
‘too many people’ is impossible. Each additional person affords another opportunity to love and give in the way that brings 
God Himself the highest joys. And in the neediness of every neighbor more, we encounter and embrace Christ Jesus (Matthew 
25:40).” Rev. Michael W. Salemink, Executive Director of Lutherans For Life.

Thus, we live our lives as lives dedicated completely to God through faith in Jesus Christ. St. Paul writes: “Do nothing from self-
ish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves” (Philippians 2:3).

For through God’s grace, we are transformed into “new creatures” (2 Corinthians 5:17) willing to live lives that honor Him with 
all that we are and have. God’s love and generosity are seen through us as we recognize the opportunities God places before us 
as we standup for the lives of the unborn in putting others first.

On behalf of Tammy and myself, yours in Christ for a blessed 2021.

Pastor Erdman

“But with a man who belongs to an everlasting kingdom all is well and it is fitting that he should dance through life forevermore.” 

 —  Martin Luther (1543)
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St. Paul’s News & Notes
Happy 2021, Everyone!

As I’m writing this it’s a bright sunny morning and Jim and I just finished our snow removal work. It seems 
like a late start to the snowfall season, but I’m sure there will be plenty more to come! 

Well, there’s not much on the calendar. I know that mites will be collected at the end of the month. I think the 
plan is to do another “Noisy Sunday” like we did last year…that was fun! 

The start of another year is the perfect time to talk about one of my favorite subjects…daily Bible reading! If 
it’s not a habit in your life, maybe you’ll be convinced to start by the end of this article.
God’s Word will renew your mind; so love the Word, live the Word, speak the Word, meditate on the Word 
and things will begin to change.

The Word of God is as treasure. As we hear it, learn it, receive it, believe it, and speak it, we are making an 
investment that will pay glorious dividends throughout our lives.

The GOOD Book introduces us to the GOOD Shepherd, who brings GOOD News and introduces us to 
the GOOD life!

If you want a closer relationship with God, spend more time with Him.

In my walk with the Lord, I’ve been blessed to read through the Bible cover-to-cover more times than I can 
count. It never gets boring. It amazes me how specific passages speak to us differently depending on our 
circumstances and stages of life. This year I wanted to do a reading plan unlike any I’d ever done before. I 
searched online and found a plan that is fresh and different. Each day of the week has Scripture reading in a 
different category: Sunday: Epistles, Monday: The Law, Tuesday: History, Wednesday: Psalms, Thursday: 
Poetry, Friday: Prophecy and Saturday: Gospels. 52 weeks of reading the Bible in a way that gives more vari-
ety than reading the Old Testament straight through the New Testament. If you prefer to do it that way, no 
offense…but, if you’d like a copy of this plan, let me know. I’ll be glad to pass it along.  

I do want to issue a challenge for you to make quality time with the Lord a priority. Through Bible reading, 
prayer, Bible study, devotions, church attendance, etc.  It cannot fail to make a positive change in your life. Ev-
erything we have is a gift from God, including our time. Let’s try to get a better return on it, like we want to do 
with our other investments! 

Let’s pray that 2021 will be a healthy year physically and spiritually! If you’ve been staying away from church, I 
hope you’ll feel you can come back soon…we miss you! Take care of each other and God Bless.

Until next month,

Deb



Birthdays & Anniversaries
Any dates that are wrong or names need to be taken off, please let Lisa Brockwell know

St. Paul’s Birthdays 
11th - Sheryl Bennett
           Kaitlyn Exner
22nd - Stephanie Exner
29th - Nikki Pfannerstill 

St. James Birthdays
8 - Ellen Brobst
9 - Elizabeth Chisick
      Christina Oens
      Mason Stott
      Selina Walters
10 - Jenna Bistodeau
11 - Darlene Pollock
       Gary Ruskowsky
12 - Timothy Hess
15 - Dayton Oens
17 - Danny Winters
19 - Melanie Hess
21 - Thomas Oens
27 - Sophia Boudreau
29 - Missie Gregar
       Shan Bloomer

St. James Anniversaries
None

St. Paul’s Anniversaries
None

Official Acts for the Month of January
St. James: None    St. Paul’s: None.  

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
2020-2022 Biennium A Place of Refuge—Refuge House Vehicle - $20000 Unfunded

The purpose of this grant is to provide a replacement vehicle for transportation of the residents of Refuge House.



A Message From Lutheran Hour Ministries
Speaking up For Life: Dr. Al Barry †– Past President (1992-2001) of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod wrote: What about . . . 

Abortion. The following are excerpts from that pamphlet.

What About Abortion?
Abortion is one of the most significant moral issues of our day. Emotions run very deep when it comes to this issue. It is tempt-
ing to consider this issue from the perspective of our culture’s standards. Christians want to be informed about abortion based 
on the Word of God.

What does God’s Word say about abortion?
God’s Fifth Commandment is clear, “You shall not murder.” This means, in the words of the Small Catechism, that “we should 
fear and love God so that we do not hurt or harm our neighbor in his body, but help and support him in every physical need.” 
God forbids us to take the life of another person, and this most certainly includes abortion. . . .
If abortion is legal in the United States, how can the church oppose it?
Just because something happens to be legal does not make it moral, ethical or right. Abortion is perhaps one of the most dra-
matic examples of a situation where something is legal, but is very much a sin against God. Since 1973, abortions have been 
legal in the United States. Abortion remains a sin against God, whether or not it is legal in our society; therefore, we must 
“obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29). The church needs to inform its members that abortion is sinful and then encourage 
them, as Christian citizens, to use available legal means to change the law. Christians do not resort to illegal activities to change 
our nation’s laws. . . .

Why do some churches take a weak position on abortion?
Abortion is an emotional issue and one that is very upsetting to many people. It is easier for a church to take a weak position 
and not speak out clearly against abortion. However, a church body that wishes to be and remain faithful to the Holy Scrip-
tures cannot remain silent but must clearly indicate that willful abortions are sinful. . . . It is often confusing to Missouri Synod 
Lutherans when they hear that some other Lutheran churches have not taken a strong stand against abortion. It is important 
for us to make clear that our church does not share the position of those church bodies that do not speak clearly against the sin 
of abortion. . . .

How can the church minister to those who have had an abortion?
A woman who has had an abortion may feel at first that she is free of her “problem.” Her partner, either a boyfriend or a hus-
band, may also feel that he is “off the hook.” It may be soon after, or perhaps not until years later, that they realize what they 
have actually done: destroyed the life of their unborn child. Perhaps this realization comes as they hear God’s Word correct-
ly explained on this point. The Law of God reveals their sin to them and they feel guilt and great sorrow, and they begin to 
wonder what can be done about it or if there is any hope at all. The woman who has had an abortion needs to hear that for this 
sin too the blood of Jesus Christ was shed, and that there is in Him now full and free forgiveness. . . . It is important then that 
people who have repented of their sin continue to remain close to their Lord through regular and faithful church attendance 
where they will continue to hear the Gospel proclaimed and where they will receive the Lord’s Supper regularly. Private confes-
sion and absolution with their pastor is another powerful means by which God gives His grace, pardon and peace to a person 
feeling guilty over the sin of abortion. The grace and love of God is stronger than any human weakness and the blood of Jesus 
Christ cleanses us from all sin (1 John 1:7). This is truly good news and the good news that can and must be shared with those 

feeling guilty.

Randy Randall, Lutheran Hour Ministries Ambassador for St. James Lutheran Church



Elders Meeting - 5:30 PM 
Trustee Meeting - 6 PM
Church Council - 7 PM

SP Service 8 AM w/c
SJ Sunday School 9 AM
SJ Bible Study 9:15 AM 

SJ Svc. 10:30 AM w/c
SJ Installations 

SP Service 8 AM w/c
SJ Sunday School 9 AM
SJ Bible Study 9:15 AM 

SJ Svc. 10:30 AM w/c

SP Service 8 AM n/c
SJ Sunday School 9 AM
SJ Bible Study 9:15 AM 

SJ Svc. 10:30 AM w/c

SP Service 8 AM w/c
SJ Sunday School 9 AM
SJ Bible Study 9:15 AM 

SJ Svc. 10:30 AM w/c

SP Service 8 AM w/c
SJ Sunday School 9 AM
SJ Bible Study 9:15 AM 

SJ Svc. 10:30 AM w/c

SJ Christmas 
Decorations

Take Down 10 AM

SJ Worship Svc. 

5:30 PM w/c

SJ Worship Svc. 

5:30 PM n/c

SJ Worship Svc. 

5:30 PM w/c

SJ Worship Svc. 

5:30 PM w/c

SJ Women’s
Bible Study 6 PM

Virtual
Confirmation Class

9-10:30 AM

Virtual
Confirmation Class

9-10:30 AM

SJ LLL Breakfast
Bible Study 8-10 AM

SJ Bible Study 
1:30-3 PM

SJ Bible Study 
1:30-3 PM

SJ Bible Study 
1:30-3 PM

SJ Bible Study 
1:30-3 PM





THANK YOU: I pray that all of you had a wonderful celebration of our Lord’s birth.  Along with the joy 
of spending time with family there is the greater joy of gathering with our church family in God’s House 
to celebrate the coming of the Christ.  Thank you to all who helped make our Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day worship services meaningful … Sharon Lutz and Tracey Draper, our organists; Lynne 
Oens, Christmas Eve soloist and Terry Schultz, guitarist for “Silent Night”; Fred Fischer for recording 
the Christmas Eve service for livestreaming; all those who decorated the church; Lisa Brockwell, our 
church secretary and assistant, Sandy Kriese; elders and trustees; Altar Guilds; custodians for cleaning 
up after us all. As always, though, it seems someone is forgotten when thanking people; however, this is 
not meant intentionally. As we go into 2021, may the Lord fill you all with the blessings and knowledge 
of our Christian freedom. Pastor Erdman



Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, the new creation 

has come: The old has gone, 
the new is here!

2 Corinthians 5:17
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