
PENTECOST 3 (PROPER 7), JUNE 21, 2020        Rev. Roger A. Erdman 

Lectionary Readings: Jeremiah 20:7-13; Psalm 91:1-10; Romans 6:12-23; 

Matthew 10:5a, 21-33 

Sermon Title: Our Preserver 

Prayer: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of [our] heart[s] be 

acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, [our] Rock and [our] Redeemer.  (Psalm 

19:14) 
Salutation: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  (Ephesians 1:2) 

Text: The Word from God through which the Holy Spirit comes to stir our 

hearts for the Third Sunday after Pentecost is our reflection on the Apostles’ 

Creed, the First Article. 

Introduction: Dear friends in Christ, we continue this morning with the First Article 

of the Creed as our text: “I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven 

and earth.” 

Last week, our focus was on God the Father as our Creator and we as His creatures: 

• Indeed, He has given us all that we have and see before our eyes. 

• What’s more, God is our Father in heaven Who, through the gift of His Son, 

Jesus, has restored us to a right relationship to Himself and to other people. 

• Therefore, we are new creations in Christ who are able to love God and our 

neighbors as our Father first loved us in Jesus. 

I. However, we do need to ask ourselves: “Does this mean that God is simply resting 

in the distant heavens, unconcerned about His creation?”  Certainly not!  “He daily 

preserves and defends us against all evil and misfortune” (Large Catechism, Part 2, 

Article I, 17).  For David writes in Psalm 5: “But let all who take refuge in You 

rejoice; let them ever sing for joy, and spread your protection over them, that those 

who love Your name may exult in You” (Psalm 5:11). 

You see, God our heavenly Father is constantly and actively present with all things 

He has made.  He keeps and sustains, directs and governs them.  For: “In Him we 

live and move and have our being” (Acts 17:28a). 

Truly, God “directs all sorts of danger and disaster away from us.  We confess that 

He does all this out of pure love and goodness, without our merit, as a kind Father.  

He cares for us so that no evil falls upon us” (Large Catechism, Article I, 17). 

The Biblical teaching that the Triune God continuously sustains all things He has 

made is called “Preservation.”  We see this throughout His Holy Word.  for 

example, God controls the laws of nature.  David in Psalm 8 writes: “When I look at 

Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set 

in place” (Psalm 8:3). 
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Therefore, as we look at and live in the world God created (Koehler, A Summary of 

Christian Doctrine [St. Louis: Concordia, 1952], 42.): 

• We have seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night, 

because God so wills it (Genesis 8:22). 

• He makes the sun to rise on the evil and the just (Matthew 5:45). 

• And [He] gives rain from heaven and fruitful seasons (Acts 14:17).  

More so: 

• The Lord governs the nations of the world as can be seen from the history of 

Israel, Assyria, Babylon, and so on. 

• He orders the lives of individuals as we know from the accounts of Abraham, 

Moses, David, and others. 

And, what so many find hard to comprehend is that, God also controls the evil in the 

world.  You see: 

• At times, God allows evil to happen and permits people to walk in their own 

wicked ways. 

o In Psalm 81, God says: “I gave them over to their stubborn hearts, to follow 

their own counsels” (Psalm 81:12). 

o Paul echoes this in Romans 1: “Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of 

their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies among 

themselves” (Romans 1:24). 

• At other times, however, God breaks up evil counsel and the wicked intentions 

of people. 

o Thus, He hinders and frustrates their wicked purpose.  All this He does 

according to His good and gracious will, a will that is very much beyond our 

understanding (Small Catechism – Explanation to the Third Petition). 

o And yet, it is nevertheless true that He defends us against all danger and 

guards and protects us from all evil (Small Catechism – Explanation to the 

First Article). 

Therefore, our Creator and Preserver God provides everything that we need for this 

body and life (Luther, Small Catechism with Explanation [St. Louis: Concordia, 

2017], 148-149: 

• God provides food and drink to give us energy, health, and joy. 

• God provides clothing and shoes for protection and modesty. 

• God provides house and home for shelter, security, and hospitality. 

• God provides family and friends to help us bear one another’s burdens. 

• God provides work and livelihood, too. 

• God uses His entire creation in caring for us. That includes His holy angels, 

parents, government, land, weather, and animals. 
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II. But things happen in this life: 

• People lose their jobs. 

• Houses and possessions are lost in storms, earthquakes, landslides, floods, and 

fires. 

• Disease strikes us and those we love. 

• There is violence all around us. 

Therefore, can we still rely on God the Father to take care of us with all this evil and 

suffering and misfortune?  The Psalmist says, we really can: “I will say to the LORD, 

‘My refuge and my God, in Whom I trust.’  For He will deliver you from the snare 

of the fowler and from the deadly pestilence” (Psalm 91:2-3). 

Our Synod’s 2017 edition of the Small Catechism with Explanation really speaks the 

Biblical truth so well on this very point.  How so? (Luther, Small Catechism with 

Explanation [St. Louis: Concordia, 2017], 150-151): 

• Our first parents (prompted by the devil) brought evil and suffering into the 

world by rebelling against God.  Sinful activity continues to cause tremendous 

suffering throughout the world. 

• God punished human rebellion by cursing the earth: even though the earth 

sustains life, God’s judgment is also evident (storms, pests, earthquakes, 

diseases, and so forth). 

• Therefore, we need to repent of our sin, trust God’s promise of forgiveness in 

Christ, care for those who suffer, and pray for God’s restoration of all things 

when Christ comes again. 

Yet, there is the question that we so often want answered: “Why do some of us 

experience more suffering and misfortune than others?”  (Luther, Small Catechism 

with Explanation [St. Louis: Concordia, 2017], 150): 

• In some cases, we bring the suffering upon ourselves as a consequence of our 

sins. 

• In many cases, we do not know why God allows some to suffer more than others.  

Those reasons remain hidden to God, Whose purposes are often beyond our 

understanding, just as those who saw Jesus suffer were not at the time aware of 

God’s great and loving purpose behind the cross.  

Therefore, when you and I have those moments when we are unable to see God’s 

fatherly preservation in our lives, yet we can say with Jeremiah: “Sing to the LORD; 

praise the LORD!  For He has delivered the life of the needy from the hand of 

evildoers” (Jeremiah 20:13). 

Look to the One Who says: “Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many 

sparrows.  So everyone who acknowledges Me before men, I also will acknowledge 

before My Father Who is in heaven, but whoever denies Me before men, I also will 

deny before My Father Who is in heaven” (Matthew 10:31-33).   
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Oftentimes you and I are blinded by sin and its consequences, the hurt, the fear, the 

pain, and the evil.  Yet, in Jesus, we can be sure that we have God’s “fatherly heart 

and His surpassing love toward” us (Large Catechism, Part 2, Article I, 23). 

For: “God does not allow evil to have the final word.  He daily brings forth new life 

in the midst of and in spite of all the sin and death in the world” (Luther, Small 

Catechism with Explanation [St. Louis: Concordia, 2017], 152). 

That’s because Jesus has the last word from the cross: “It is finished” (John 19:30): 

• On the cross, He took all of our sin and sufferings into Himself. 

• And, by His death, overcame our sin and suffering and death. 

• In His resurrection, Jesus gives eternal life to all who trust in Him, even to those 

who are suffering. 

The words of St. Paul in our Epistle Reading are very clear about these things: “The 

wages paid by sin is death, but the gift given freely by God in Christ Jesus our Lord 

is everlasting life” (Romans 6:23).  The first half of that verse declares what we all 

deserve to be paid – death.  Thankfully, the last half of the verse provides the rest of 

the story for those in Christ Jesus – everlasting life. 

Conclusion: Therefore, dear friends in Christ, be confident that God your Father is 

working out all things for His gracious purposes and for the well-being of His 

Church, even though we can’t always see it: 

• Not anything in all of this fallen creation will be able to separate you from the 

Lord of God your Father that is yours in Christ Jesus (Romans. 8:39). 

• Trust in the promises of the Gospel Word.  Whereby, forgiveness of sins and 

eternal life are yours.   

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

To God alone the Glory! 


