
PENTECOST 2 (PROPER 6), JUNE 14, 2020          Rev. Roger A. Erdman 

Lectionary Readings: Exodus 19:2-8; Psalm 100; Romans 5:6-15; Matthew 9:35-

10:8 

Sermon Title: Creator and Creatures 

Prayer: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of [our] heart[s] be 

acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, [our] Rock and [our] Redeemer.  (Psalm 

19:14) 

Salutation: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  (Ephesians 1:2) 

Text: The Word from God through which the Holy Spirit comes to stir our 

hearts for the Second Sunday after Pentecost comes through our reflection on 

the Apostles’ Creed, the First Article. 

Introduction: Dear friends in Christ, our summer sermon series this year is on the 

Apostles’ Creed.  The Creed as we often call it and teach it, is the second Chief Part 

of Luther’s Small Catechism.  To do a sermon series on the Creed seemed to be a 

good follow-up to last Sunday’s celebration of the Holy Trinity. 

As we consider the Six Chief Parts of the catechism, to put things into perspective, 

the Ten Commandments show us what we are and not to do.  But the Creed shows 

the One Who creates, redeems, and sanctifies us.  Today we begin with the First 

Article with the focus on the Creator and His creatures. 

I. With those two words in mind, Creator and creatures, questions like the following 

come to mind: 

• Who am I? 

• Who are you? 

• And Who is God? 

The First Article of the Creed invites us to ask and explore these very questions.  We 

just confessed the First Article: “I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of 

heaven and earth.” 

In the Large Catechism, Luther explains these words so simply and beautifully: 

“This is what I mean and believe, that I am God’s creature”  Indeed, you and I are 

creations of God, creatures of God, who belong to Him and whom He richly and 

daily provides for. 

Thus, we are His creatures and God is our Creator.  That’s our relationship to Him.  

The Father alone with the Son and Holy Spirit, the One, Triune God, created heaven 

and earth, “all things visible and invisible,” (Nicene Creed) out of nothing (Latin: 

Ex nihilo). 
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This creating takes place simply by God’s Word of command, “Let there be” in the 

account of creation (Genesis 1:1-31).  Therefore, as Luther states: “Besides this One 

only, I regard nothing else as God.  For there is no One else who could create heaven 

and earth.”  

What Luther says in that statement is revealed to us in the Bible that, God is the 

Creator of heaven and earth.  He is my Creator and your Creator.  David writes in 

Psalm 139: 

“[O LORD], You formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my 

mother’s womb.  I praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.  

Wonderful are Your works; my soul knows it very well” (Psalm. 139:13-14). 

You see, our entire life is a gift from God given to us through our parents as He 

formed us using the means of procreation.  We then confess in the First Article of 

the Creed that: 

“God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my body and soul, 

eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my senses, and still takes 

care of them” (Luther’s Small Catechism – Explanation).  

As creatures of our heavenly Father, we not only have a relationship with Him.  But 

we also have a relationship with the world that He created, which we live with others.  

Every person (regardless of age, sex, race, and ethnicity) has received life from God 

just as you and I have.  In that respect, they are no different from us.  They are God’s 

creatures given life just like us. 

Then, there are also all the other living creatures that have received life from God 

and depend on His care just like we do – dogs, cats, cows, sheep, pigs, horses, deer, 

butterflies, robins, geese, worms.  And the rest of creation, too – the universe, 

planets, land, sea, the whole material world – depends on God for its ongoing 

existence just as you and I do. 

Therefore, in our relationship to God the Father, Maker of heaven and earth, we 

understand ourselves to be His creatures.  With our bodies and souls, with our “eyes, 

ears, and all [our] members, [our] reason and all [our] senses,” you and I relate to 

God.  As well, we can relate to other people who are truly His creations and creatures 

just as we are.  And, we also relate to other living things and to God’s whole creation. 

II. But it is also with our eyes, ears, hands, body and soul, money and possessions, 

and with everything that we have that we sin daily.  No, our relationship with our 

Creator is not what it should be.  We, the creatures, often consider ourselves to be 

“creators” who are in charge of our lives in every way, shape, and form. 

That’s the very reason God gave us Commandment number 1: “You shall have no 

other gods before me.”  We are to “fear, love, and trust in God above all things.”  

And yet . . . in our sinful nature, you and I rebel against God.  We, the clay, tell the 

potter, God, how things ought to be. 
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How true the word of the Lord spoken by Isaiah: 

“You turn things upside down!  Shall the potter be regarded as the clay, that 

the thing made should say of its maker, ‘He did not make me’; or the thing 

formed say of him who formed it, ‘He has no understanding’?” (Isaiah. 29:16). 

Yet, that is what we do every time we sin and reject God’s Word and 

Commandments.  We think we know better than the God who made us and gave us 

life and everything we need.  Our rebellion in sin destroyed the relationship that we 

the creatures had with God our Father and Creator. 

Furthermore, our sin and rebellion against our Creator have also destroyed our 

relationships with His other creatures: 

• We often think of ourselves better than another person who we deem different 

from us because of ethnicity, position, economic status, age, and a myriad of 

other reasons. 

• We label ourselves “most important” to the exclusion of others, including those 

closest to us – spouse, children, friends. 

• We don’t always regard other people as God’s creatures who have been given 

life and life’s blessings just as we have. 

And it is also true that we don’t always do a good job of caring for the world, which 

God has made for us to live in.  We abuse His creation and misuse it to our glory but 

not to His. 

III. Thus: 

• Our relationship to God as Creator and we as His creatures was in need of 

serious repair. 

• Our relationship with other people was in need of restoration. 

You see, sin and its consequences and effects had to be undone, which is something 

that we could not do.  That is why the Father in love sent His eternal Son, Jesus 

Christ, into His creation to redeem and restore it to Himself. 

Jesus brought about this restoration and reconciliation with God the Father by 

actually suffering separation from the Father as He bled and died on the cross bearing 

the sins of the world: 

• On the cross, Jesus’ relationship with the Father was torn apart because of the 

sin of the world that He was bearing, as if it were His own. 

• On the cross, Jesus stood in our place. 

o He endured God’s hostility. 

o He was at enmity with God in our place. 

o He was punished with the pains and torments of hell itself. 
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He did this for you and me so that our relationship with the Father might be fully 

restored.  Our sins are forgiven.  We are at peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ (Romans. 5:1). 

The division caused by sin has been healed by the blood of Jesus shed for us on the 

cross.  In our Epistle Reading for today, St. Paul writes: 

• “For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of His 

Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by His life.  

More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through 

Whom we have now received reconciliation” (Romans 5:10-11). 

You see, through Jesus, our Savior from sin, we know the Father Who made heaven 

and earth (John 14:9).  By faith, our relationship to God is where we know and 

understand Him to be our Creator and we ourselves as His creatures who call Him 

“Father.” 

And it is this relationship with the Father through Christ that changes our 

relationships with other people.  By the power of the Holy Spirit, we are able to see 

others in light of Christ’s love regardless of who they are. 

Conclusion: Then, dear friends in Christ: 

• Who are you? 

• Who am I? 

We are God’s creatures.  He is our Creator.  He is our Father in heaven Who, through 

the gift of His Son, Jesus, has restored us to a right relationship to Him and to others. 

Therefore, we are new creations in Christ who are able to love God and our 

neighbors as our Father first loved us in Jesus.  What an identity!  What a relationship 

with God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth! 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

To God alone the Glory! 


