
EPIPHANY 5, FEBRUARY 9, 2020                  Rev. Roger A. Erdman 

Lectionary Readings: Isaiah 58:3-9a; Psalm 112:1-9; 1 Corinthians 2:1-12; Matthew 

5:13-20 

Sermon Title: Light Living 

Prayer: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of [our] heart[s] be 

acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, [our] Rock and [our] Redeemer.  (Psalm 

19:14) 
Salutation: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  (Ephesians 1:2) 

Text: The Word from God through which the Holy Spirit comes to stir our 

hearts for the Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany of Our Lord is from our Gospel 

Reading: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 

Introduction: Dear friends in Christ: 

“You are the light of the world.  A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.  Nor do 

people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light 

to all in the house.  In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that 

they may see your good works and give glory to your Father Who is in heaven” 

(Matthew 5:14-16). 

I. In these words from the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus had just described how 

blessed are those who have faith in Him as “the Light of the world.”  Then, He goes 

to say how bright we are.  When God created the world, the first command was: 

“Let there be light” (Genesis 1:3). Three days later, He created the sun and moon 

and stars to provide light by day and by night (Genesis 1:14-19). 

The sun and moon are still doing their jobs, of course, but there’s a job they can’t 

do.  When a person is going the wrong way, we say we hope he or she will see the 

“light.”  As if to say, they might be in darkness in the middle of the day. 

If a room is dark, there are several ways to bring light to it: 

• We can open the shades or curtains if it’s daylight. 

• We can flip a switch and let electricity light the room. 

• We can light a candle, letting a match do the job. 

• We can carry a flashlight or lantern. 

However, there’s only one way to pierce the darkness of sin and unbelief.  God turns 

the lights on by bringing us to trust in Jesus.  Jesus is the Light of the world (John 

8:12), and this Light scatters that darkness.  When Jesus said to the disciples “follow 

me,” His Word turned on the lights for them.  They were changed. 
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And Jesus changes us, too.  In Baptism, we are taken out of the kingdom of 

darkness.  We are made followers of Jesus, Who is the Light of the World.  The 

Apostle Paul writes in Ephesians 5:8: 

“For at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord.  Walk 

as children of light.” 

And so, it is, God is turning the lights on anew in Jesus. 

Light can be painful.  Maybe you’ve been awakened from dead sleep by a bright 

light.  It hurts!  “Turn it off!” we might say.  That was how many reacted to Jesus 

when they heard Him speak. 

You see, sin loves darkness.  No wonder many crimes don’t happen in broad 

daylight, but at night, or in the shadows.  

However, Jesus had a different plan to drive out darkness.  Remarkably, to turn on 

the lights for us meant that Jesus, the Light of the World, would be snuffed out like 

a candle.  The Apostle John in his account of the Gospel writes: 

“He came to His own, and His own people did not receive Him” (John 1:11). 

Indeed, the powers of darkness of the world sought to snuff out Jesus. 

On Good Friday, it looked as though they’d succeeded.  His lifeless body was laid 

in a cold, dark tomb.  There were no windows in that tomb, for the eyes of the dead 

cannot see light.  But in the bright light of Easter, Jesus threw open the door of grave 

and death! 

• He’s opened wide the doors and windows to our graves, too, promising that we 

will live, even though we die (John 11:25)! 

• And, we will dwell with Him in eternal light forever (Revelation 21:23)! 

II. However, forever may be a long time from now.  And forever was not the focus 

for Jesus at His resurrection.  So, what is meant by this forever?  To answer that, 

as we consider Light Living: 

• Light Living means living now in the light of Jesus. 

• Light Living means living out what we really are. 

Therefore, Light Living ultimately means we are forgiven children of God: 

• That our lives are designed to have tremendous impact in the world. 

• That we live to witness to the cross of Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 



3 
 

You see, followers of Jesus don’t just believe differently than others.  We live 

differently.  Truth is, if we can’t be easily distinguished from unbelievers, it’s either 

because they’re becoming like us or we’re behaving like them.  If the latter, there’s 

as much wrong with us as with them. 

Jesus said: “Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good 

works” (v 16). 

Therefore, following Jesus is about more than personal enlightenment: 

• Shades in the windows are good for privacy, but don’t draw down the shades of 

your faith as you live through the week. 

• A covered lamp is a waste of light, and so is concealed faith. 

After all: “You are the light of the world.”  That encompasses blessing and 

responsibility (repeat “blessing and responsibility”).  Following Jesus isn’t just for 

our personal benefit.  It calls us to be the hope of the fallen world.  You see: 

• It’s easy for us to find fault with society. 

• It’s common for us to complain that things are going from bad to worse and that 

evil seems to be spreading everywhere. 

No doubt, Jesus could see that also in His time.  But instead of handwringing and 

complaining, Jesus one-by-one brought people out of darkness into the light.  Then, 

the ones He brought to the light of faith, He sent to make holes in the darkness 

wherever they went.  Thus, God’s people are God’s force in the world, a force to be 

reckoned with. 

III. Today we have all kinds of “light” foods and drinks with less calories.  

However, Light Living as Jesus described isn’t about less, but more.  For those who 

are in Christ, there is more joy, more power, more hope, and more purpose for living.  

The Word that brought the light of faith to us, is also the Word that enables us to 

bring that Light to the world. 

For illustrative purposes, the electricity that causes lights to shine is invisible until it 

stirs up and excites electrons and particles that are otherwise invisible.  Likewise: 

• Faith is invisible to people until it brings light by stirring up Christians to love 

God and our neighbor. 

• Faith that saves, also energizes. 

And how does our light shine? 

• Not through heroic acts or feats of superhuman strength. 

• Not through brilliant insights or miraculous powers. 
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Rather, our light shines by following Jesus, living like He did.  How do we do it? 

• First of all, Jesus came to fulfill God’s Law, which shows His concrete love for 

all humanity.  You see, only Jesus Christ, the God-man, fulfilled the Law 

perfectly with all its demands. 

• Then, by the Gospel Light, we love God and our neighbor, making our Christian 

faith visible.  Though we are saints in our baptismal identity as followers of 

Jesus.  However, yet as sinners, we love imperfectly. 

Though most would consider a mission trip to Haiti to build a school a good work.  

So is clearing your neighbors’ walk, or taking your children to church, or having 

devotions with them, or holding your temper, or not lying, or forgiving, or confessing 

your sins and asking for forgiveness instead of blaming or excusing.  Simply, these 

things share the light given to you. 

This light isn’t a means for your heavenly reward.  Rather, your good works are a 

result from God loving us.  You see, God’s perfect love in Christ drives out all fear 

and replaces it with a heart, soul, and mind the love Him and serve our neighbor. 

And so, the light of Christ shines in the ordinary life of a Christian in an 

extraordinary way.  Because the Spirit of God is moving us, and Christ is dwelling 

in us, Christians can be extraordinary husbands and wives and parents, remarkable 

neighbors and employees, powerful citizens and friends.  And, more. 

The disciples were often dim in reflecting the love of Jesus, and so are we.  So, 

thank God that He’s patient and does not quickly discard us when we fail.  Rather, 

through His Spirit-filled Word, He brings us to repent, to renounce the ways of sin 

and darkness, to be forgiven for the sake of Jesus’ cross, and to strive anew to follow 

Him. 

When we love as God loves, people will take notice.  That may well lead others to 

see a light of hope at the end of the tunnel of darkness.  That light is Jesus, and we 

should be happy to give Him the credit.  For we can do no good thing apart from 

Him. 

Conclusion: Therefore, dear friends in Christ: BECAUSE OF JESUS, YOU ARE THE 

LIGHT OF THE WORLD AND YOU WILL DWELL IN ETERNAL LIGHT. 

May someone this week, or this day, see the light of Jesus in your Light Living and 

give thanks to God. 

In the name of T Jesus, Who forgives all your sins.  Amen. 
 

To God alone the Glory! 


