EPIPHANY 2, JANUARY 17, 2021

Rev. Roger A. Erdman

Lectionary Readings: 1 Samuel 3:1-10; Psalm 139:1-10; 1 Corinthians 6:12-20;
John 1:43-51
Sermon Title: Found, Known, Believed
Prayer: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of [our] heart[s] be
acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, [our] Rock and [our] Redeemer. (Psalm
19:14)
Salutation: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ. (Ephesians 1:2)
Text: The Word from God through which the Holy Spirit comes to stir our
hearts for the Second Sunday after the Epiphany of Our Lord is from our
Gospel Reading: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
Introduction: Dear friends in Christ, this week and next, our Gospel Readings find
Jesus busy calling disciples to follow Him:
• Next week, we have the fishermen: Peter and Andrew, James and John.
• This week it’s: Philip and Nathanael.
As these accounts are probably familiar to most of us, they, too, are near to our
hearts. We can relate to them, because Jesus calls us to follow Him. And our
following is often remarkably similar.
As we see the disciples following, let us think on our own following Jesus. And as
we see the key words in this text, we see that following involves some finding,
some knowing, and of course, believing. But maybe not the way we think.
I. Found. In the first couple of verses of our text, there’s a lot of “finding” going
on (vv 43, 45):
• First Jesus finds Philip.
• Then Philip finds Nathanael.
• Then Philip tells Nathanael they have found, essentially, the Christ! But as
enthusiastic as Philip was, as eager to go and tell and share his great news, he
was wrong.
Oh, sure, Jesus was the one written about by Moses and the prophets. But did you
notice Philip called Him “Son of Joseph.” That wasn’t really the case, was it?
How could Philip know, though, that the man he was about to follow was really the
Son of God?
So, Philip was wrong when he said: “We have found the One…” No, we just read
that it was Jesus, Who, in fact, found Philip. But it’s often that way with us
modern disciples too. We make the same mistake. We think we find Christ. No,
rather, He finds us.
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After all:
• We are the ones that are lost.
• We are the ones that don’t know our way, because we have turned away from
God in our sin. And have gotten hopelessly lost in a maze of corruption that is
handed down from generation to generation.
• We are often so lost, we have no clue how lost we are.
And so, it’s no small thing that Jesus found Philip. And it’s no small thing that He
finds us too. How does He find us?
• He finds us in our Baptism.
• He finds us through His Word.
You see in these means of grace, He call us to repentance and faith – over and over
again.
Lest we be too hard on Philip, we should speak well of him. Why? When Jesus
called him to follow, he did. And Philip knew that following meant bringing
others along:
• He found Nathanael and brought him to Jesus.
• And Jesus, through Philip, and again through His Word, would “find”
Nathanael too.
II. Known. Then there is the “knowing.” First of all, Nathanael seems to me like
a bit of a know-it-all. He certainly doesn’t come off well with his condescending
comments about Nazareth.
But Nathanael knew that Nazareth was a backwater town. So, he didn’t expect
anyone who knew much about anything to come from there – much less the very
Messiah Whom they had been waiting for. Thus: “Nazareth! Can anything good
come from there?” he asked, and expected the answer was “No.”
But little did he know, it was, “Yes!” Jesus Christ, Son of Man and Son of God
comes from there. Though Nathanael had as much as insulted Jesus, or at least His
hometown, Jesus meets Nathanael and compliments him: “Here is a true Israelite,
in whom there is nothing false” (v 47).
Yes, Jesus knew something about Nathanael! What did He mean by that, “A true
Israelite in whom there is nothing false?” Well:
• He didn’t mean Nathanael was without sin.
• He didn’t mean Nathanael didn’t’ need a Savior.
Likely, Jesus was commending Nathanael’s proper Old Testament faith in the
Christ Who was to come. You see, Nathanael evidently knew his scriptures. He
knew what Moses and the prophets had written about the “One Who is to come,”
that is, the Messiah. And now, to his great surprise, he was meeting Him.
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Nathanael is surprised that Jesus knows him. And Jesus shocks him all the more
by mentioning the fig tree (v 48). Here Jesus demonstrates a knowledge that no
mere mortal could have had upon seeing Nathanael. Thus:
• Jesus knew Nathanael before he could have seen Him.
• And Jesus knew Nathanael better than the disciple knew himself.
Evidently, Nathanael had much to learn. Isn’t it this way with us, too? We are
often know-it-alls:
• We think we know our needs.
• We think we know what God wants from us.
Even some Christians seem to think they learned it all years ago and have nothing
to gain from continued study of God’s word. It’s as if 8th grade confirmation is
the end of our faith learning.
Or maybe some who read the bible, study it, attend various classes, perhaps
become prideful of their biblical knowledge, as if knowing enough will somehow
save us. No, it won’t.
You see, it’s so easy to sin. It’s our nature. But Jesus knows our weakness. Like
Jesus knew Nathanael better than he knew himself, He knows us better than we
know ourselves. He knows our needs better than we do. For He alone knows how
to do the saving. And He does it:
• And it’s not by seeking Him that we are saved.
• And it’s not by knowing-it-all, or even knowing enough.
So, then, how are we saved?
III. Believed. It’s by believing that we are saved. Nathanael states his faith – his
trust – his belief in Jesus: “Rabbi, You are the Son of God! You are the King of
Israel” (v 49).
You see, Jesus is more concerned about peoples’ faith than their knowledge
anyway. So often He comments on someone’s great faith. So, too, with
Nathanael. He doesn’t say “you’ve found me” or “you know me.” He says, “You
believe me.”
Nathanael’s great confession here, ranks along with:
• Peter’s great confession: “You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God!”
(Matthew 16:16).
• And Thomas’s confession: “My Lord, and my God!” (John 20:28).
We note here:
• Nathanael’s statement of faith was given right out of the gate.
• Peter’s great confession wasn’t until Jesus was well into His public ministry.
• Thomas’ was after the Resurrection.
So, for Nathanael to express such profound trust, and to make such a confession
even as he was being called as a disciple – is truly remarkable. It is another hint
that the faith he speaks comes as a gift – from the One his faith is in.
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So too, when we confess with our lips and believe in our heart that Jesus Christ is
Lord – we do not speak on our own:
• We speak by the power of His Spirit given in our Baptism.
• We speak the words He gives us.
• We say what He has already said to us, and for us.
So, we say it, like Nathanael, in faith.
Jesus then goes on to say, in effect: “You aint seen nothin’ yet!” Yes, Nathanael
would see “Heaven opened, and angels ascending and descending on the Son of
Man” (v 51). What a strange thing for Jesus to say. But Nathanael likely knew
what Jesus meant.
In the Old Testament, which Nathanael knew well enough, there is the story of
Jacob, the patriarch (Genesis 28:12-13). One night while sleeping with his head on
a rock, Jacob had a vision of a ladder to heaven, and angels going up and down.
He names the place Bethel, meaning, house of God.
What Jesus is saying is: “Nathanael – I AM JACOB’S LADDER” and, “I AM the
way to heaven.” And in the next few years, Nathanael and all Jesus’ followers,
would see heaven opened to them – and to the world – in Jesus. And we see it too.
Perhaps we see it most clearly at the cross. Nathanael called Jesus, “Son of God
and King of Israel” (v 49), but at the cross, we see Him called “King of the Jews”
in a sarcastic Roman fashion.
Yet, there at the cross, heaven was opened - so that God’s wrath could be poured
out on His only Son. Therefore:
• As Jesus bears our sin, and suffers in our place, Heaven is open to us.
• When, “it if finished” (John 19:30), that cross becomes our ladder to an open
heaven.
• The sign of execution and shame and death then becomes a symbol of hope,
and comfort, and life.
In this Nathanael believed.
Conclusion: Dear friends in Christ, like Nathanael, this we believe, this we teach
and confess – Jesus Christ crucified:
• He Who finds sinners like us.
• He Who knows our deepest needs.
• And He who opens heaven to us by His death and resurrection, and through the
faith which His Spirit creates in us.
FOR WE ARE FOUND BY CHRIST, KNOWN BY CHRIST, BELIEVING IN CHRIST: “The
Son of God, and King of Israel.”
In the name of T Jesus, Who forgives all your sins. Amen.
To God alone the Glory!

