
THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD, APRIL 12, 2020            Rev. Roger A. Erdman 

Lectionary Readings: Zechariah 14:8-11; Psalm 16 2 Corinthians 5:14-18; Luke 24:1-

12 

Sermon Title: All Things New! 

Prayer: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of [our] heart[s] be 

acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, [our] Rock and [our] Redeemer.  (Psalm 

19:14) 
Salutation: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  (Ephesians 1:2)  

Text: The Word from God through which the Holy Spirit comes to stir our hearts 

for the Resurrection of Our Lord is from our Old Testament Reading: Zechariah, 

chapter 14. 

Introduction: Dear friends in Christ, it’s hard to see things grow old.  You can no doubt 

relate to that.  Whether it’s here in Necedah/New Miner or the community in which 

you grew up.  Maybe: 

• Buildings that were new when you were a child are now boarded up.  Or maybe 

they’ve been torn down. 

• Your teachers are either retired or buried in a cemetery. 

• High school sweethearts are divorced. 

• Members of your high school football or basketball team have died. 

• The elementary, junior, and high school went the way of the wrecking ball decades 

ago. 

Wouldn’t it be great to make it all new again! 

And, how about elderly parents?  If you have elderly parents, wouldn’t it be great that 

they would be of sound mind again, having no wrinkles, no bifocals, and have a spring 

in their step. 

O God!  Don’t you wish you could make everything and everyone new again.  But you 

can’t.  And neither can I. 

I. But Jesus can.  And Jesus does!  Thanks be to God, on this day of days, we celebrate 

that the stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.  The LORD has done 

this and today it is marvelous in our eyes! 

You see, on this day of days, we celebrate: 

• That though Jesus was betrayed, arrested, tormented, and tortured. 

• That though He was crucified, dead and buried. 

• And although it was all so ugly, vile and barbaric. 

It was not the end.  Far from it!  Christ is alive!  Death has no more dominion over 

Him!  Heaven’s best took hell’s worst and triumphed.  The master of death could not 

destroy the Lord of Life!  Christ is risen indeed!  

II. For the past two months, we’ve been looking at the Old Testament prophet 

Zechariah.  Today we come to the last chapter of the book – Zechariah 14.  I’m calling 

this sermon: “All Things New!”  
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However, Zechariah in chapter 14, begins with his own Good Friday under a theme of: 

Spoil.  Capture.  Plunder.  Exile.  Battle.  Combat.   God says: “I will gather all the 

nations to Jerusalem for battle and the city will be captured and the houses plundered 

and the women ravished.  And half of the city will go forth into exile” (Zechariah 14:2). 

You see, the Jerusalem Zechariah envisions: 

• Is overrun by marauding armies. 

• People are captured. 

• Imprisoned and exiled. 

• Houses are plundered, torn down, shuttered and empty. 

The prophet, however, looked around and longed for it all to be new again!  

For a flavor of newness, five hundred years ago, sailors feared the horizon.  If they 

sailed too far, they believed that they would fall off the edge – and that would be that!  

As they took that seriously, at the Strait of Gibraltar, the Spaniards built a huge marker 

with three Latin words engraved on it – Ne plus ultra or “Nothing more beyond.” 

But then came Christopher Columbus and the voyage of 1492.  And with that voyage, 

everything changed.  Yes, the discovery of the new world!  Spain acknowledges this 

in its coins, which came to bear the slogan plus ultra – “more beyond.”  (National 

motto of Spain, made popular by Holy Roman Emperor Charles V.) 

III. So, as Zechariah begins chapter 14 with a Good Friday theme, it looks like Ne plus 

ultra or “Nothing more beyond.”  But, then, in verse 3 he says: “And the LORD will 

go forth and fight against those nations just as in the day of His fighting in the day of 

battle.” 

For the LORD goes forth to fight!  Does He ever!  He defeats every enemy.  And on 

Easter He defeats the last enemy – death!  You see, on the Resurrection of our Lord, 

life confronts death and guess what?  Life wins.  Death dies and life wins!  Plus ultra 

– “more beyond.” 

Yes, here in verse 3, Zechariah says: “And the LORD will go forth and fight.”  Thanks 

be to God.  He fights for His people – that’s what Good Friday and Easter is all about!  

How does He do it? 

• God fights for our health and for our family. 

• God fights for our salvation and for our restoration. 

However, you may think God isn’t fighting for you for several reasons.  What are the 

reasons? 

• Are the odds against you? 

• Is the coach against you? 

• Is the boss against you? 

• Is your health against you? 

• Are your emotions against you? 

• Are you fearful of the coronavirus? 
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Difficult, for sure.  Nevertheless, God fights for you: 

• You with the tortured childhood. 

• You with the aging body. 

• You with the absentee dad. 

• You with the lost job. 

• You with the bad back, the bad credit score, the bad grade and the bad break. 

However, remember: Plus ultra – “more beyond!” 

IV. Yes, God fights to make all things new!  How so?  Zechariah 14:6-11 presents a 

sequence that progressively depicts how creation, Jerusalem, and our lives will be 

transformed.  Let me get more specific: 

• There will be a day with no cold or frost and in the evening, there will be light 

(Zechariah 14:6-7).  The darkness of warfare will give way to a new day of never-

ending light.  

• Then: “Living waters shall flow out from Jerusalem, half of them to the eastern 

sea and half of them to the western sea.  It shall continue in summer as in winter” 

(Zechariah 14:8).  Therefore, drought and scarcity will give way to water and life.  

• In Zechariah 14:10 the prophet says that Jerusalem will rise while God flattens its 

surrounding hill country, thus making the city secure forever.  Furthermore, in 

verse 10, he goes on to describe the Gate of Benjamin, the Corner Gate, the Tower 

of Hananel and the king’s winepresses – meaning all of the old places and markers 

and buildings are back!  Just imagine! 

• Then: “Jerusalem shall be inhabited, for there shall never again be a decree of 

utter destruction. Jerusalem shall dwell in security” (Zechariah 14:11).  

All things are new!  In fact, the term “all,” appears twelve times in Zechariah 14.  Yes, 

twelve?  Biblically, then, what does the number “12” signify? 

• Twelve tribes in Israel. 

• Twelve apostles. 

Twelve is the complete number in the Bible.  Twelve announces all things – everything 

will be new in the risen and ascended Jesus Christ!   

V. Therefore, Zechariah’s emphasis on what God will do makes it clear that the future 

is more important than the past.  Looking at our past?  It’s not pretty: 

• It’s full of frustrations and failures. 

• It’s full of pain and deep disappointment. 

• Our past has been marked by selfishness and sin, pride and pretending. 

But our future is infinitely more important than our past.  What is our future? 

• Perfect relationships. 

• Perfect bodies. 

• Perfect bliss and perfect joy and perfect delight. 
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Indeed, Jesus will remake all things – everything will be new, even you!  How is that 

possible? 

Zechariah 14:9 serves as the centerpiece of the chapter.  It interrupts its flow of things 

to accent its importance, keeping in mind: 

• God fights for us in verses 1-3. 

• God renews what looks old and dead and hopeless in verses 4-8. 

So, it’s only fitting that Zechariah acclaims God as King: “Yahweh – the LORD – will 

be King over all the earth” (v 9). 

You see, there will be one God ruling from one city over one nation, all for the sake of 

His one world.  A world that He will make completely new!  When will this take place?  

The last word of the Lord Jesus in the Book of Revelation is: “Yes, I am coming 

quickly” (22:20). 

Therefore, Jesus is coming soon to take you home.  You see, we’ll all – by grace, 

through faith, because of Christ’s resurrection be going home!  We may not have 

noticed it, but we’re closer to home than ever before: 

• Each moment is a step taken. 

• Each breath is a page turned. 

• Each day is a mile marked and a mountain climbed. 

And, before we know it, our time will come: 

• We’ll walk down the ramp and enter the city – Zechariah’s the New Jerusalem. 

• We’ll see people waiting for us. 

• We’ll hear our name spoken by those who know us. 

• And we’ll see the face of the One Who would rather die than live without us – 

Jesus. 

Yes, it’s Jesus, Whose Easter victory makes all things new!  

Conclusion: Therefore, dear friends in Christ: 

• This promise cheers us in sorrow. 

• This promise strengthens us in trial. 

• This promise revives us when we lose hope. 

• This promise gladdens us when we feel despondent. 

• This promise kindles in us an undying devotion to the truth of our: 

o Savior’s shed blood,  

o His empty tomb, 

o And His free gift of everlasting life. 

Indeed, all of this in Zechariah’s New Jerusalem.  Hallelujah!  

In the name of T Jesus, Who forgives all your sins.  Amen. 

 

To God alone the Glory! 


