
EASTER 6, MAY 17, 2020            Rev. Roger A. Erdman 

Lectionary Readings: Acts 17:16-31; Psalm 66:8-20; 1 Peter 3:13-22; John 14:15-

21 

Sermon Title: By the Grace of God: You’re a Keeper! 

Prayer: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of [our] heart[s] be 

acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, [our] Rock and [our] Redeemer.  (Psalm 

19:14) 

Salutation: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  (Ephesians 1:2) 

Text: The Word from God through which the Holy Spirit comes to stir our 

hearts for the Sixth Sunday of Easter is from the Holy Gospel according to St. 

John, the 14th chapter. 

Introduction: Dear friends in Christ, the old saying “Talk is cheap” means that it’s 

easier to say something than do it.  For example: 

• It’s easy to say you love someone. 

• It’s really easy to say you love God. 

But again, talk is cheap.  You know it.  The people around you know it. 

And according to today’s Gospel, Jesus knows it.  He doesn’t say: “If you love me, 

then say so.”  Rather, He says: “If you love me, you will keep my commandments” 

(v 15).  As sinners, we would seem to have a big problem with this.   

So, what are we to make of these words?  In our Gospel Reading, the Lord describes 

the relationship that actually does make very difficult what Jesus says.  But, by the 

grace of God, disciples of Jesus, that’s you and me, keep what’s important to Him.  

And He keeps giving what disciples need most. 

I. For our benefit, there are real signs and indicators that we love Jesus.  The vital 

signs include Holy Baptism, where we’re truly born again.  And also, in the regular 

reception of the body and blood of our Lord in Holy Communion. 

Yet, Jesus says there’s another sign that we love Him.  It’s love expressed by 

deliberate intention, action, and commitment toward Him and our neighbor.  This 

kind of love is agape love.  Now, agape love is God’s type of love.  It’s a totally 

unselfish type of love. 
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This is the love we see in John 3:16: “For God so loved the world that He gave His 

only-begotten Son so that whoever believes in Him would not perish but have 

everlasting life.”  That love is Jesus hanging on Calvary’s cross, where He was 

thinking not of Himself but rather of you, me, and the world.  Therefore, Jesus on 

the cross, God shows His love in a very clear way! 

God’s love then is especially expressed by what you do, stemming from the vital 

signs of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.  St. Paul, in Galatians, chapter 5, gives us 

a list of things that mark (or should mark) the Christian life.  He refers to them as 

“fruit of the Spirit”: “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness, self-control” (Galatians 5:22-23). 

This means that the love originating from God is never in a vacuum: 

• It’s not some sort of theory. 

• It’s truly shown through what Jesus says: “If you love Me, you will keep My 

commandments.”  

Now it’s very easy to misunderstand this verse.  It’s not a New Testament rehashing 

of the Old Testament Mosaic Law of legal observances.  In fact, the New Testament 

warns against this.  Rather, when you became Christians, you simply believed taking 

the Gospel message at face value, and resting your whole confidence in Christ’s 

merit. 

So then, what is Jesus referring to by the word “keep” in this passage?  The word 

used here isn’t the word for keeping Law, but a word that describes keeping a 

treasure.  In other words, it’s not “keep” in the sense of going down a checklist of 

dos and don’ts, but “keep” as in taking care of something very important. 

“Keep” as something very important, is apparent when a Christian couple gets 

married. 

• They make vows to love each other. 

• They carry a sign of their love by wearing wedding bands. 

• They honor each other when they’re together and when they’re apart. 

At the same time, no Christian husband or wife expects the fulfillment of a perfect 

standard from the other.  Instead, there’s constant forgiveness in the marriage and 

striving daily to do one’s best for one’s beloved. 

This is the picture Jesus is describing in our text.  Because you love Him, you really 

do strive to honor Him by loving with the love, as He first loved us.  As one who 

honors his or her spouse, Jesus’ “commandments” are the living out to your neighbor 

of His gifts received in His Word and Sacrament here in Divine Service. 
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Then, if you love Him, you will take care of these things.  You will hold these 

“treasures of the kingdom” in high esteem and honor for your salvation. 

II. But the problem that arises as we strive to honor Christ is that, on account of our 

sin, we fall short of keeping God’s gifts.  We fall short when we produce works of 

the flesh.  St. Paul, in Galatians, chapter 5, lists 15 crass sins: “sexual immorality, 

impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, 

rivalries, dissensions, divisions, envy, drunkenness, orgies” [and ends the series by 

adding] “and things like these” (Galatians 5:19-21). 

The fact of the matter is these things take place: 

• When we neglect devotion to God’s Word, which is the lamp for our feet and 

the light for our path (Psalm 119:105). 

• When we don’t hunger and thirst for the Sacrament of the Altar as we ought to. 

• When we don’t love our neighbor as ourselves.  And, this by the way is a serious 

sin.  Because in whatever way you neglect your neighbor, you neglect Jesus 

Christ, according to Him. 

The Lord knows that the only way we can even begin to keep His gifts holy and 

sacred is if we receive help.  From where does our help come?  Jesus says He will 

ask the Father to give the disciples and us another Helper (παράκλητος – par-ak'-

lay-tos) or Advocate (v 16). 

What is an advocate?  An advocate is like a defender.  Jesus of course is our first 

advocate to this day, as He continually intercedes for us as our high priest when we 

pray to the Father.  The Helper or Advocate Jesus is sending is the Holy Spirit.  And, 

He helps us in our human weakness. 

The Holy Spirit especially helps us in a number of ways. 

• First, by teaching us everything and reminding us of everything that Jesus has 

said. 

• He helps us by being a witness of Who Jesus is. 

• He helps us by taking what Jesus won for us on the cross and applying it to us 

for our salvation. 

• Additionally, He helps us by giving us the truth, that is, the true knowledge of 

God, and by actually remaining not only alongside us, but in us. 

Now, to help you better understand this, think of a courtroom in which you are the 

defendant.  The prosecuting attorney is the devil, who accuses you of a serious crime.  

But your defense attorney is the Holy Spirit.  He makes His appeal to the Father for 

you in the name of Jesus Christ.  Guess who wins the case!  Of course, it’s your 

attorney, the Holy Spirit. 
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So, it’s here in the Father’s courtroom a totally illogical thing occurs!  Because of 

what Jesus has done for you, me, and all sinners, a most unreasonable and 

unexpected event takes place.  GOD DECLARES THOSE WHO ARE “GUILTY” 

TO BE “NOT GUILTY”! 

You see in His mercy, God graciously, for our sake, “turns the tables.”  This joy is 

based not on an emotion within us, but on God’s gracious act outside of us.  that 

gracious act outside of us is: THE INNOCENT SUFFERING AND DEATH OF JESUS ON THE 

CROSS, AND HIS VICTORIOUS RESURRECTION. 

III. You see, though we don’t have Jesus with us today as the disciples did, the Holy 

Spirit in the Word and Sacrament bestows on you today this saving work of Jesus.  

That you may be the victor over sin, death, and the power of the devil!  When you 

have Jesus Christ, you also have the Father. 

And, you can be assured that all these things apply to you too, through your Baptism!  

You are also assured that Christ is in you as He makes Himself known to you, 

through the love you exhibit as you love God and your neighbor.  This, of course, is 

with the thought that your loving is always a result of Jesus loving you first.  And 

His love for you gives you life, here in time and for life everlasting. 

Conclusion:  Dear friends in Christ, Jesus didn’t just say that He loved you.  He did 

a lot to show it!  This showing is as He has kept you and keeps you.  “How so?” you 

might ask: 

• He kept you from being destroyed by sin – when He died for you. 

• He kept you from being destroyed by death – when He rose for you. 

• And He keeps you today – in His Word and in His Spirit. 

As a result, you now love Him and keep His Word.  therefore, it’s His love for you 

that makes you a keeper!  And, let the COVID-19 pandemic be a reminder of these 

things that you have heard today.  St. Paul writes to the Philippians: “I’m sure that 

He Who started a good work in you will go on to finish it until the day of Christ 

Jesus” (1:6). 

In the name of T Jesus, Who forgives all your sins.  Amen. 

 

   To God alone the Glory! 


