
EASTER 2, APRIL 11, 2021         Rev. Roger A. Erdman 

Lectionary Readings: Acts 4:32-35; Psalm 148; 1 John 1:1-2:2; John 20:19-31 

Sermon Title: Toward the Forgiveness of Sin 

Prayer: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of [our] heart[s] be 

acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, [our] Rock and [our] Redeemer.  (Psalm 

19:14) 

Salutation: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  (Ephesians 1:2) 

Text: The Word from God through which the Holy Spirit comes to stir our 

hearts for the Second Sunday of Easter is from our Gospel Reading: The Holy 

Gospel according to St. John, the 20th chapter. 

Introduction: Dear friends in Christ, it is the evening of Easter Sunday.  Jesus is 

risen!  The apostles are in a room.  The door is locked.  Yet, JESUS ENTERS THE 

ROOM TO FORGIVE SINS, TO BESTOW THE HOLY SPIRIT, TO GIVE FAITH. 

So, you’d think the apostles would be ecstatic to see their risen Lord.  But they 

cower in fear.  This should not be!  You see: 

• They belong to the Lord. 

• They bear His name. 

• They are already clean because of the word Jesus has spoken to them (John 15:3). 

• They should rejoice! 

Yet they live at the same time in their sinful flesh. 

I. And so, we come to the Latin phrase: Simul justus et peccator.  We most 

commonly note this as: “saint and sinner at the same time.”  To explain this 

concept, this is St. Paul’s use of old man/new man.  For example, Ephesians 4:22–

24: 

“To put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is 

corrupt through deceitful desires, and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, 

and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true 

righteousness and holiness.” 

Dr. Martin Luther notes this Latin phrase in this manner: “A Christian man is 

righteous and a sinner at the same time, holy and profane, an enemy of God and a 

child of God” (Luther’s Works, American Edition 26:232).   

Yet, the apostles are in the locked room for fear of the Jews.  These Jews that John 

is speaking of are the religious experts of the day – the teachers of the Law.  In their 

teaching they’re still looking forward to the cross, rather than that “Christ is the end 

of the Law for righteousness to everyone who believes” (Romans10:4). 
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So, what is the significance of “the teachers of the Law” and their teaching? 

• The Law locks people under fear because it exposes our sinful flesh, shows how 

evil we truly are. 

• The Law accuses the old Adam in us and locks us in fear of punishment. 

Even in the Church (here today), we live simul justus et peccator (“saint and sinner 

at the same time”).  As peccator (sinner), that is: 

• The old Adam, the sinful flesh. 

• Desires to use the Law against another person. 

• People holding onto their sins, keeping people locked in fear. 

While we are in our sinful flesh, we are, according to our old Adam, living in a 

locked room of fear.  Whereby: 

• Fear is generated by the teaching of the Law. 

• The sinful flesh, the old Adam, controls the room, and the doors are locked. 

And I am here to tell you that our sinful flesh, the old Adam, remains at all times, 

until the end of this life when we are parted from it and with our Lord. 

II. But then, Jesus enters the room.  When Jesus enters the room, when His Word is 

spoken, the room that was once ordered toward fear is now ordered toward the 

forgiveness of sins.  And we should not speculate about how Jesus enters the room: 

• He is in the flesh in His appearance to the disciples, and He is at the same time 

true God. 

• For us today, as true God and man, Jesus enters the room in His Word and Most 

Holy Meal. 

The Athanasian Creed puts it this way that, Christ Jesus is both God and man “by 

the assumption of the humanity into God.”   

And so, Jesus with forgiveness brings the gift of peace.  For: 

• He is our ultimate peacemaker, as our crucified and risen Lord: 

• He is our advocate. 

• He stands in our court. 

For Christ’s peace originates and flows from the verdict of justification spoken at 

the throne in heaven (Zechariah 3:1-10).  Isaiah describes Christ and His 

justification as the “Suffering Servant” (Isaiah 53:3-5): 

• As stricken by God and afflicted. 

• Who bears our griefs and carries our sorrows. 

• Who was pierced for our transgressions and crushed for our iniquities. 
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Therefore, the verdict by which the sinner is justified in heaven is now spoken by 

the mouth of the Lord on earth: “Peace to you.”  For Jesus has been given all 

authority in heaven and on earth by His Father.  And that is the Good News for the 

sinner. 

Then, there is the gift of the Holy Spirit, Who “calls, gathers, enlightens, and 

sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the 

one true faith” (Small Catechism, Third Article Explanation). 

In the work of the Holy Spirit, He came on Jesus at His Baptism.  From then on, 

everyone is to know that Jesus is about the business of fulfilling all righteousness 

(Matthew 3:15). 

In this fulfilling of all righteousness, every sinner will be justified – declared 

righteous (simul justus – “and saint”).  As John the Baptist proclaims, Jesus is “the 

Lamb of God, Who takes away the sin of the world” (Jn 1:29). 

You see, everything of Jesus, it’s all ordered toward the forgiveness of sins: 

• In His teaching. 

• In His miracles. 

• In His eating and drinking with sinners. 

• In His suffering and death. 

So, when Jesus enters a town or a room, it is to give gifts to the sinner: 

• This would even be true when Jesus enters a room to overturn tables.  That in 

His desire to cast down all self-justification – that being relying on the work of 

the Law for salvation. 

• He overturns the tables in order that the sinner may hear His word of the 

cleansing for the sinner – that being the healing of the Gospel for salvation. 

And it’s certainly true in our text, in that room where the disciples were hiding in 

fear.  As with the disciples, and you today, there is the gift of the forgiveness of sins. 

For the forgiveness is a spoken and accomplished fact, delivered into the ears of the 

sinner that: 

• The sin is sent away. 

• It is no more. 

Then, in this room, by faith, the fear of the Law and its consequences are removed.  

You see, the fear brought by the Law (which accuses of sin), is now replaced by the 

faith created by the Gospel (which frees from sin). 

Therefore, in the resurrected Christ in the flesh, there is no retribution.  Rather, He 

came in the flesh for grace: “And from His fullness we have all received, grace upon 

grace.  For the Law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 

Christ” (John 1:16-17). 
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Indeed: 

• Christ was resurrected for us. 

• He came into the room to speak forgiveness. 

• He came bearing gifts. 

• And faith receives the gifts. 

Indeed, He is here today with those gifts. 

III. Now for those apostles, they didn’t stay in the room.  From our text, Jesus sent 

them out: “As the Father has sent Me, even so I am sending you” (v 21). 

And so, the gift of the forgiveness of sins (and thus the gift of the Holy Spirit and of 

faith) is sent forth into the world of sinners.  Yes, the gift of forgiveness follows to 

this day in that: 

• The word of Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection is proclaimed. 

• Sinners are gathered into the Church. 

• The Church is built up in the Gospel. 

Our Lutheran Confessions explain it this way: “God is superabundantly generous in 

His grace: First, through the spoken Word, by which the forgiveness of sins is 

preached in the whole world.  This is the particular office of the Gospel.  Second, 

through Baptism.  Third, through the holy Sacrament of the Altar.  Fourth, through 

the Power of the Keys.  Also through the mutual conversation and consolation of 

brethren” (Smalcald Articles, The Third Part, Article IV). 

Therefore, where this Gospel is preached, where sins are forgiven by the crucified, 

resurrected Lord, there is resurrection for the sinner.  Luther explains: “For where 

there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation” (Small Catechism, 

Sacrament of the Altar: What is the benefit of such eating and drinking). 

Conclusion: So, dear friends in Christ, “Everything, therefore, in the Christian 

Church is ordered toward this goal: we shall daily receive in the Church nothing but 

the forgiveness of sin. . . . For we are in the Christian Church, where there is nothing 

but ‹continuous, uninterrupted› forgiveness of sin” (Large Catechism, Part 2, The 

Apostles’ Creed, Article III, 55). 

In the name of T Jesus, Who forgives all your sins.  Amen. 

 

To God alone the Glory! 


