
EASTER 2, APRIL 19, 2020          Rev. Roger A. Erdman 

Lectionary Readings: Acts 5:29-42; Psalm 148; 1 Peter 1:3-9; John 20:19-31 

Sermon Title: The Voice of Peace 

Prayer: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of [our] heart[s] be 

acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, [our] Rock and [our] Redeemer.  (Psalm 

19:14) 
Salutation: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  (Ephesians 1:2) 

Text: The Word from God through which the Holy Spirit comes to stir our 

hearts for the Second Sunday of Easter is from the Holy Gospel according to 

St. John, the 20th chapter. 

Introduction: Dear friends in Christ, in our day the human voice has new power.  

“How so?” you might ask.  Well, with computer advancements you can say 

things such as: 

• “Okay, Google, what’s the weather forecast for tomorrow?” 

• “Hey, Siri, call Mom.” 

• “Alexa, set my alarm for 7:00 a.m.” 

With that new power, we can talk to our devices and they will do what we ask.  Or 

at least that’s how it is supposed to work.  It’s the sort of thing that was science 

fiction just a few years ago.  Remembering back to when Captain Kirk and others 

on the USS Enterprise talked to a computer. 

Then, too, God created the voice to have power to draw people unto Himself.  For 

example, when sea lions gather in large colonies to raise their young, hundreds of 

pups will swim out into the water together and come back together.  Once on the 

shore, they find their mothers by listening for the distinct sound of the mother’s 

voice.  In time, all the young find their way back to their own mothers.  

Easter is, among other things, about the power of the voice.  On this Second 

Sunday of Easter: THE RISEN LORD JESUS COMES TO YOU AND TO ME TO SPEAK HIS 

PEACE INTO OUR HEARTS SO THAT WE MAY SPEAK THAT PEACE TO THE WORLD. 

I. This is what we read in this morning’s Gospel.  You see, after Mary and the other 

women told Jesus’ disciples, they had seen the Lord, the disciples didn’t really 

believe.  By the evening of that day, the disciples are behind locked doors, like a 

little hutch of rabbits afraid of the wolf that might be looking for them. 

This, of course, is the Church at its absolute worst: Hunkered down, huddled 

together, letting fear rather than faith control their every thought and action.  

Then suddenly, Jesus comes and stands among them.  John says the disciples were 

glad when they saw the Lord (v 20b).  But in their joy: 

• Not one of them apologizes for his behavior over the last few days. 

• No one says he’s sorry or that they should’ve done better. 
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Perhaps part of the reason is they don’t get a chance to say anything.  Instead, it’s 

Jesus Who speaks the first word.  He says: “Peace be with you” (v 19). 

This peace Jesus spoke, wasn’t just a wish or a hope.  Rather, it’s His gift to them, 

creating something wonderful and new.  When He says, “Peace be with you,” 

there is peace and joy. 

This was the whole point of what Jesus had just been through.  You see, Jesus’ 

death on the cross was to reestablish the peace between God and man that had been 

shattered when we first sinned.  However, sin will always stand as separation, 

conflict, between two parties until the end of time.  Why so? 

• In sin, we live for ourselves, not for others. 

• In sin, we cannot live in harmony with others. 

• In sin, we could never be with God, because His holiness cannot be in 

relationship with unholiness. 

But by taking our sin to the cross, Christ removed the separation and brought us 

back together with God in peace – opening heaven to us. 

The whole scene repeats a week later when Thomas, at last, is with the other 

disciples.  The doors are still locked: 

• But Jesus comes again. 

• He speaks the same word: “Peace be with you.” 

Rather than scolding, Jesus encourages Thomas to touch and see the wounds: “Do 

not disbelieve, but believe” (v 27). 

II. Even though two thousand years have passed since that first Easter evening, the 

church still struggles to get out from behind locked doors and into the world.  

While we might not fear suffering the same cruelty as Jesus suffered on the cross, 

there’s as much to be wary of in the twenty-first century as there was in the first 

century. 

What might be our struggles that prevent us from getting out from behind locked 

doors at St. James/St. Paul’s? 

• One that most commonly comes to mind is the aging of our congregation.  

Where are the children, our youth, and other adults? 

• Certainly, the COVID-19 pandemic has us wondering what will happen to our 

attendance once we can again allow more worshipers in attendance and/or open 

the doors. 

• In our communities I sense a general hostility toward organized religion. 

• Then, too, there’s a hostility toward confessional Christianity that can come from 

within.  A hostility that subverts the preaching and teaching of the Word and the 

administration of the sacraments.  Whereby, we are nothing more than a service 

organization with a religious name. 
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You see, the temptation is to focus all our attention on our fear of those sort of 

things and let that fear paralyze us.  This text from John 20 isn’t about how the 

world locks its doors to the Gospel, but how the Church locks itself away from the 

world. 

Therefore, the irony of the disciples’ locked doors is that: 

• They weren’t really keeping out soldiers looking to crucify them. 

• And they weren’t keeping out friends and relatives who may have wanted to 

ridicule them for following Jesus. 

In fact, there’s no record of either of those things happening. 

Rather, the One they were locking out was Jesus.  You see, they locked out the 

Word He had so clearly spoken to them about dying and rising again.  And in 

locking out that Word, they locked out Jesus. 

So, when fear becomes our focus, we fall into the same trap.  We lock out the Lord, 

Who time and again tells His Church: “Do not be afraid!” 

Jesus, of course, will have none of it!  The securely locked doors are no problem 

for Him.  If the tomb couldn’t keep Him locked in, certainly their padlocks 

wouldn’t keep Him outside the room where they were gathered.  And so, He comes 

and stands among them and among us and speaks His word – a word that brings 

the very thing it says: “Peace be with you!” 

This is Jesus’ Word to you this Second Sunday of Easter: 

• “Peace be with you.” 

• “Peace, your sin is forgiven!” 

• “Do not fear the world.  I have overcome the world.  Peace be with you.” 

That Word comes to you and me today, with exactly the same power as it came to 

those first disciples on the first Easter and to Thomas a week later.  The apostle 

John in the words of our text records: “These [words] are written so that you may 

believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have 

life in His name” (v 31). 

To drive that point home, in His Word, Jesus comes among us today, and we 

experience the power of His voice.  He doesn’t just tell us about peace, but He 

actually speaks peace to you and me.  As Luther puts it: “As soon as He said it, it 

was done” (AE 12:32). 
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How, then, is Jesus’ Word done in your lives? 

• Jesus spoke His peace to you in the water of your Baptism, where you were 

joined to His death and resurrection and you died to sin and rose to new life. 

• That peace is spoken to you every time you return in repentance to your 

Baptism, and He says to you through your pastor: “I forgive you all your 

sins.” 

• That peace is spoken to you at His table, where in, with, and under bread and 

wine, He comes through space and time to feed you His body and blood for 

the forgiveness of your sins and to lift from you your fears.  There His voice 

speaks peace.  He says: “This is for you for the forgiveness of sin.”  And we 

rise from the table at peace, ready to go into the world. 

III. You see, the Lord cannot be bound.  Why not? 

• His Word will not be bound (2 Timothy 2:9). 

• And His followers do not live behind locked doors. 

Rather, our Lord sends us out into the world.  He says to us: “As the Father has 

sent me, even so I am sending you” (v 21).  But we do not go empty-handed.   

You see, by our Lord’s good pleasure and Word, He breathes His Holy Spirit upon 

His disciples, and to His Church, He hands the keys to the kingdom of heaven.  He 

says: “If you forgive the sins of anyone they are forgiven; if you withhold 

forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld” (v 23). 

And with that, we, like those first disciples, are sent to the world to be the voice of 

peace.  Our voices, our human voices, become voices of power, not because they 

are louder, wiser, or more entertaining than other voices.  But because through our 

voice, Jesus Himself speaks. 

Conclusion: Dear friends in Christ, long before there was a Siri, Alexa, or Google, 

there was the risen Lord Jesus, speaking to and through people like you and me.  

He uses us as His instruments, so that all who are locked behind doors of fear, sin, 

sickness, and even death itself might hear His Word: “Peace be with you.” 

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

In the name of T Jesus, Who forgives all your sins.  Amen. 

 

To God alone the Glory! 


