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From the Pastor’s Pen
Dear Friends in Christ,
Greetings in the name of our crucified and risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!
“And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 		
And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
filled with fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy
that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ
the Lord.” (Luke 2:8-11)
One of the recurring themes of all the Gospels is the insistence on overcoming fear. Numerous times we read
the phrase, “fear not,” “do not fear,” or “do not be afraid.” You see it in the passage quoted above, from the Holy
Gospel according to St. Luke, appointed for Christmas Midnight (Eve, as we are accustomed to). It was
important for the shepherds to hear those words when they saw the angel of the Lord.
It was just as important for the disciples to hear a similar message as Jesus prepared them for what they would
face when He sent them out into mission.
Fear is a natural human reaction. The challenge comes in learning how to deal with it. Psychologists tell us
that fear is not insurmountable.
As I minister in your midst, I invariably encounter anxiety, if not outright fear. To name a few: People are
paralyzed by national and local changes brought about by the COVID-19 pandemic; the senseless violence
in our country during 2020; financial strain because of the pandemic; health concerns due to COVID-19 or
cancer to name a couple. Yes, you name it, fear is real in the face of real issues!
The message God would share with us is: Do not be afraid. God has led you this far. God will not leave you or
forsake you (Hebrews 13:5b). Therefore, as we get set to close out 2020 in the Christmas season, it is reassuring to know that God has been with us all the way; especially in giving us His Son, Jesus Christ, at Christmas.
And we prepare for 2021, also be assured God goes forward with us. For God has done wonderful things
through the work of the congregations of St. James and St. Paul’s to proclaim the “Good News of a great joy
that will be for all the people – a Savior, Who is Christ the Lord.”
On behalf of Tammy and myself, God’s richest Advent and Christmas blessings to you.
Pastor Erdman
“But with a man who belongs to an everlasting kingdom all is well and it is fitting that he should dance through life
forevermore.” Martin Luther (1543)

St. Paul’s News & Notes
Season’s Greetings, Everyone!
Before I get started I want to welcome Lisa as the new church secretary for both congregations! May God
bless you in your new position. You’ve done such a good job as webmaster and I’m sure that will carry over
with your new responsibilities. Next, a big thank you to Pastor for his leadership in these trying times. Your
flocks are blessed to have you as our shepherd!
I am composing this a couple days before Thanksgiving. I wanted to get it to Lisa in plenty of time. An update
on Jim. It’s his 76th birthday today and God has been so good! He’s done with in-home health care (doing his
therapy exercises faithfully) and being weaned off the neck brace. We are so grateful for all the prayers!
It’s hard to believe that December is here! This year has been a roller coaster…but through it all it’s a
reminder that true security is found in trusting Christ alone and knowing that He loves us and will take care
of us. Every situation in life requires making a decision of how we’re going to respond.
Here at St. Paul’s we’ll be resuming Sunday services on the 6th. There won’t be any Advent services and no
Ladies Aid/LWML meeting. We are collecting items for the Edgewater Haven gift bags. Tracey said there’s
still time if you haven’t dropped your things off yet.
No matter what’s going on around you; if you’ve been isolated, etc. please remember that Jesus is still the reason for the season and you can experience joy at Christmas and always! “But the angel said to them, do not be
afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior
has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.” (Luke 2:10-11) “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and
peace as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” (
Romans 15:13)
Jim and I hope that you all have a safe winter and a very blessed Christmas! When it comes to the new year,
we don’t know what it will hold, but we know WHO holds the future!
Take care; take time to spend in prayer and in the Word and keep your eyes on the manger which leads right
to the cross…
Our best wishes,
Deb and Jim

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Any dates that are wrong or names need to be taken off, please let Lisa Brockwell know

St. Paul’s Birthdays
18th-Glen Bennett
19th Grant Huebner
31st-Glen Skibba

St. James Birthdays
1st-Ben Smelcer
3rd-Lisa Smelcer
8th-Taylor Stott
11th-Shayla Elliott-Bell
Kathy Hardy
13th-Randy Randall
14th-Dave Hess
15th-Jan Elliott-Bell
Lori Winters
17th-Tom Winters
21st-Gary Jump
Kanda Scott
27th-Vivian Elliott
29th-Sheri Reichel
30th-Taylor Wohlrabe
31st-Kristen Elliott

St. James Anniversaries

St. Paul’s Anniversaries

1st-Kelly & Bernice Jump
19th-Palmer & MaryAnn Peterson

31st-Chris & Tracey Draper

Lutheran Witness Subscription
The Lutheran Witness, the official publication of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. It is published 11 times a year
( June/July is a combined issue), the magazine has a circulation of approximately 120,000. Its purpose is to provide LCMS
laypeople with stories on faith and life, theology and culture that help them interpret the contemporary world from a Lutheran
Christian perspective. The subscription cost is $19.99 per year. A check for that amount can be made payable to St. James, to
process the subscription for you. You may deposit your check in the offering collection plate as designated or in the mail slot
near the church office door. If you are purchasing with us, please contact Lisa at Secretary@StJamesNecedah.com or Sandy at
Treasurer@StJamesNecedah.com so we may get your subscription ordered. You may also order through Concordia Publishing
House for either the online or hard copy version.

Official Acts for the Month of November
St. James:
Adult Baptism: Kasey Renee (née Jones) Nelson (November 8).
Child Baptism: Finley Alisandra Nelson (November 8).
Child Baptism: Goldie Adeline Nelson: (November 8).
Wedding: Courtney Runkle and Andrew Berndt (November 7).

St. Paul’s: None.

New Secretary

Hi Everyone!
I would like to introduce myself as the new secretary for both
St. James and St. Paul’s. I went to school at Viterbo University
in La Crosse and have a background in graphic design. My
husband and I moved to Necedah in 2011 and became
members of St. James in 2018. I also began teaching Sunday
School at St. James for ages 3-6 in 2019. Baking is one of
my favorite things to do, so you’ll always find a variety of
cakes at the church rummage sale every summer! I have
2 daughters, ages 4 and 6, and love animals, especially
dogs and chickens. I am looking forward to continuing
to serve the church community as I have done the
past few years as web master.
Thank you for allowing me this opportunity!
If you have any questions, feel free to reach out
to me at Secretary@StJamesNecedah.com or
on my cell at 608-403-2041.
God Bless!
Lisa Brockwell

December Worship Services
Worship services for December are as follows:
• Sunday Divine Services are on December 6, 13, 20 and 27. The exception is for Sunday 20 at St. Paul’s. On that
Sunday they will have their Family Christmas program. There is Holy Communion every Sunday at St. James. For
St. Paul’s there will be Holy Communion for the Sundays of the 13th and 27th. The times are: St. Paul’s at 8:00 a.m.;
St. James 10:30 a.m.
• Wednesday worship services at St. James are on December 2, 9, and 16 (with Holy Communion on the 2nd and
16th). These services will follow the previous Sunday’s propers – especially noting the same psalm, collect, and lectionary readings. The time is 5:30 p.m.
• The Christmas Eve candlelight worship service is at St. James at 7:00 p.m. There is Holy Communion.
• The Christmas Day worship service is at St. Paul’s at 9:00 a.m. There is Holy Communion.
Note: The Christmas Eve and Christmas Day worship services are different from each other.

A Message From Lutheran Hour Ministries

Extended Household: We do this, practicing hospitality—inviting others to become members of our extended household.
We are sent to expand the household of God.
BY REV. DR. MICHAEL ZEIGLER, Speaker of The Lutheran Hour (The Lutheran Layman – Winter 2020)
We have a family friend—I’ll call her Beth. She lives in our neighborhood, is a single woman, has a demanding profession,
and a dog named Lucy. Lucy the dog is significant because she has become a bridge between our households. Since Beth’s job
keeps her away from home for long stretches of time, my children have volunteered to be Lucy’s regular pet sitters. The dog has
become a member of our extended household, and with her, Beth, too.
Last fall, my wife Amy and I were driving home from an event. I asked her, “Whose name did you write down?” “Beth,” she said.
“Me too,” I replied. The event was an outreach workshop hosted by Lutheran Hour Ministries. The presenter challenged us to
write the name of one person. He asked us, “Who is someone you see regularly, with whom you’re already having face-to-face
conversations, but doesn’t have a relationship with Jesus?”
Our friend Beth was raised in the church but doesn’t presently gather with the church to share Life in Jesus. She knows of
Jesus, but isn’t seeking to know Him, to follow Him, entrusting her entire life to Him. Why should this bother us? Beth is
overly generous in paying our kids to play with her dog. She bakes us treats to show her gratitude. You couldn’t ask for a better
neighbor. Why should we be concerned about how she relates to a Jewish man born twenty centuries ago? Because we are convinced that He is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. He is not just a ticket to get a happy after-life. To know Him—trusting and
following Him—that’s True Life, starting now. Everything else is a hellish half-life terminating in death. Without Jesus, that
death will be eternal hell. To seek Life without Jesus would be like wanting a marriage without a spouse, an adoption without a
child, a household without people in it. Yes, it matters to us how Beth relates to Jesus. We care about her. What could be more
important for her well-being?
The person presenting at that LHM outreach workshop wasn’t trying to get us to “sell” Jesus. He wasn’t sending us to push
Jesus as an insurance policy—buy it and forget it, the “cost” being only a restatement of fact: “He died to save me from my sins.”
We aren’t on a Jesus-marketing campaign. We are sent to expand the household of God.
LHM’s Households of Faith resources have challenged me to think more holistically about my personal outreach efforts. God
is using me, not simply as an individual, but as a member of a household located in a neighborhood. Within our household,
I am responsible for helping my family see Jesus everywhere. And that He’s for everyone. We do this by devoting time to tell
Bible stories, sing hymns, and pray. We do this by having spiritual conversations about the joys and pains of life. We do this,
practicing hospitality—inviting others to become members of our extended household.
Shortly after our conversation in the car, Amy and I were chatting with Beth in our living room, like we often do. Beth brought
over cookies to thank us for taking care of Lucy. It was nearly bedtime for the kids, so Amy invited Beth to join our nightly
devotions. Beth stayed. And I think she even remembered most of the words to the Lord’s Prayer.
Randy Randall, Lutheran Hour Ministries Ambassador for St. James Lutheran Church

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League

2020-2022 Biennium Financial Assistance for Fort Wayne Seminary Food and Clothing Co-op - $10000 Unfunded
Provide food for students preparing for full-time church work to reduce the financial needs of the family during their time of preparation
Our current president Lori Klein and church secretary Deb Winters were re-elected for another term.

Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift
2 Cor 9:15

