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Hymns: 367, 389, 624, 352, 924 

 

Pre-Service Prayers 

As We Gather 
The Time Has Fully Come for Redemption and Purification through Jesus Christ, Our Lord 

“When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son,” born of the woman, “to redeem those 

who were under the law” (Gal. 4:4–5). Therefore, “according to the Law of Moses,” Mary and Joseph 

“brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord” (Luke 2:22). There He was received and 

taken up into the arms of Simeon, who was righteous and devout, “waiting for the consolation of 

Israel” (Luke 2:25). Simeon praised God and blessed the parents by confessing the cross for which 

this child was appointed. “At that very hour,” old and faithful Anna, who had watched, prayed and 

worshiped in the temple for so long, came up and “began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to 

all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem” (Luke 2:38). The Lord causes “righteousness 

and praise to sprout up before all the nations” (Is. 61:11). We also “greatly rejoice in the LORD,” 

because this child has clothed us “with the garments of salvation,” covered us “with the robe of 

righteousness” and called us “by a new name” (Is. 61:10; 62:2). 

 

Confession and Absolution 
Hymn of Invocation LSB 367 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 



  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 

receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us 

first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have 

sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful 

condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 

heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful 

to me, a sinner. 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting 

life. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God, in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 
Psalm Psalm 111 

1Praise the LORD! I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, 

 in the company of the upright, in the congregation. 
2Great are the work  of the LORD, 

 studied by all who delight in them. 
3Full of splendor and majesty is his work, 

 and his righteousness endures forever. 
4He has caused his wondrous works to be remembered; 

 the LORD is gracious and merciful. 
5He provides food for those who fear him; 

 he remembers his covenant forever. 
6He has shown his people the power of his works, 

 in giving them the inheritance of the nations. 
7The works of his hands are faithful and just; 

 all his precepts are trustworthy; 
8they are established forever and ever, 

 to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness. 
9He sent redemption to his people; he has commanded his covenant forever. 

 Holy and awesome is his name! 
10The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all those who practice it have a good 

understanding. 

 His praise endures forever! 



Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Kyrie  LSB 204 
C Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Gloria in Excelsis  LSB 204 
C 1 To God on high be glory 

    And peace to all the earth; 

    Goodwill from God in heaven 

    Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth! 

    We praise and bless You, Father; 

    Your holy name, we sing— 

    Our thanks for Your great glory, 

    Lord God, our heav’nly King. 

  

2 To You, O sole-begotten, 

    The Father’s Son, we pray; 

    O Lamb of God, our Savior, 

    You take our sins away. 

    Have mercy on us, Jesus; 

    Receive our heartfelt cry, 

    Where You in pow’r are seated 

    At God’s right hand on high— 

  

3 For You alone are holy; 

    You only are the Lord. 

    Forever and forever, 

    Be worshiped and adored; 

    You with the Holy Spirit 

    Alone are Lord Most High, 

    In God the Father’s glory. 

    “Amen!” our glad reply. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation of 

Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may ever be 



alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C  Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 61:10—62:3 

10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; 

 my soul shall exult in my God, 

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; 

 he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, 

 and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, 

 and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, 

so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 

 to sprout up before all the nations. 

1For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 

 and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not be quiet, 

until her righteousness goes forth as brightness, 

 and her salvation as a burning torch. 
2The nations shall see your righteousness, 

 and all the kings your glory, 

and you shall be called by a new name 

 that the mouth of the LORD will give. 
3You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, 

 and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle Galatians 4:4–7 
 4When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under 

the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 
6And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! 

Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia and Verse  
 



C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

C These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 

God. 

 

C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Holy Gospel Luke 2:22–40 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 22When the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, [Mary and 

Joseph] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the 

Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 
24and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of 

turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was 

Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the 

Holy Spirit was upon him. 26And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would 

not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27And he came in the Spirit into the 

temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the 

custom of the Law, 28he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 

29“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 

 according to your word; 
30for my eyes have seen your salvation 

 31that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 

 and for glory to your people Israel.” 

 33And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34And Simeon 

blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and 

rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35(and a sword will pierce through your 

own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” 

 36And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She 

was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a 

virgin, 37and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, 

worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38And coming up at that very hour she 

began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption 

of Jerusalem. 

 39And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they returned 

into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40And the child grew and became strong, filled 

with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 



 

Hymn of the Day LSB 389 
 

Sermon Isaiah 61:10-62:3: Christmas Every Day 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 



Offering - Please sign the record of fellowship pad found in each pew so we know is 

worshipping with us today. Temporarily the offering is collected at the back of the sanctuary at both 

congregations 
 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as he 

says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine, but his very body and blood to eat and 

to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with him and with one another. Our 

Lord invites to his table all who trust his words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive 

and love as he forgives and loves us, that they may show forth his death until he comes. Because those 

who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy 

Communion is a confession of the faith which is professed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, 

in doubt, or who hold confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church-

Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, must first speak with the pastor or the elder. 

For those who are in need of non-alcoholic wine, that is provided in the middle of the tray. Also, if 

you are in need of a gluten-free wafer please speak to an elder or the pastor before the service. 

 
Preface LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless 

blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for 

Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, 

into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die 

eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all 

who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. 

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus  LSB 208 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 

Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 



Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 

Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us 

and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 

have eternal life. 

  

In the beginning You created all things by Your Word; and in the fullness of time Your 

Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth. 

  

Let Your Word made flesh dwell richly among us that, faithfully eating His body and 

drinking His blood, we may receive the fullness of Your grace and truth in Christ Jesus, 

our Lord. 

  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of Me.” 

 



Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei  LSB 210 
C 1  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

    You take the sin of the world away; 

    O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

    Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 

  

2  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

    You take the sin of the world away; 

    Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, 

    And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

 

Distribution Hymn LSB 624 
Distribution Hymn LSB 352 

 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 
C 1 O Lord, now let Your servant  

    Depart in heav’nly peace, 

    For I have seen the glory 

    Of Your redeeming grace: 

    A light to lead the Gentiles 

    Unto Your holy hill, 

    The glory of Your people, 

    Your chosen Israel. 

  

2 All glory to the Father, 

    All glory to the Son, 

    All glory to the Spirit, 

    Forever Three in One; 

    For as in the beginning, 

    Is now, shall ever be, 

    God’s triune name resounding 

    Through all eternity. 

 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 

in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 



Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus LSB 212 
A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Hymn to Depart LSB 924 
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Lectionary Readings to prepare for next week’s worship  
Isaiah 60:1-6, Ephesians 3:1-12, Matthew 2:1-12 
 

 
Daily Readings for Week 105  (as found in The Lutheran Study Bible Two-Year Reading Plan) 
  

Dec. 27: Divine Service  

Dec. 28: Revelations 20:1-15 

Dec. 29: Revelations 21:1-27 

Dec. 30: Revelations 22:1-21  

 

 

Life Thoughts: St. John testifies of a Savior whose atoning sacrifice saves from all our sins and 

shortcomings (1 John 2:2). His shed blood (Revelation 1:5) has rendered that of abortion and 

physician assisted suicide as unnecessary as it is ineffective and immoral. These measures have no 

power to deliver, and even their power to condemn fails—if we confess our sins, even sins against the 

sanctity of life, Jesus faithfully forgives and cleanses (1 John 1:9) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Prayers for those in our family of faith and those close to us… 
St. Paul’s Members: 

Those who are Homebound or in a Care facility 

Eleanor Van Meter     

Those with Special Concerns 

DeAnna Winters   

Mary Lou Trtutt 

 

Gregg Winters (son of Sharon Winters)  

Mary Shear (sister-in-law of Donna Klein)  

Glen Skibba 

Leann Winters (wife of Dale Winters) 

Karen Smedbron (daughter of Delores Smedbron) 

Todd Wallender (son of Patsy Wallender) 

Ginny Link 

Delores Smedbron 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. James Members: 

Those who are Homebound or in a Care facility 

Gertrude Kirtz 

Those with Special Concerns 

Tyler Burke 

Alvina (nee Pollock) O’ Connor 

Daryl Fabian 

Linda Randall 

Vivian Elliott 

MaryAnn Peterson 

Judy Ahlers (sister of Deb Ennis) 

Dave and Judy Berna (family of Gert Kirtz) 

Marylin Fuss (Megan’s friend) 

Karen Roy (Friend of Bonnie Augustynowicz) 

Ed Kindschi (Sandy Harry’s Nephew-in-Law) 

Nikki Ravenscroft (Friend of Christina Fischer)                                                                                     

Darold Hamburg (Friend of Amanda Hatfield ) 

Christine Dietz (ex-wife of Peter Taraban) 

Ken Finke (Brother of Deb Ennis) 

Donna Wick (sister of Bill Gatzke) Delaney 

Kraemer (Friend of the Fischer Family)                                                                 

Daniel O’ Connor (husband of Alvina O’ Connor)                                                                                    

Jeff Bourassa (Friend of Cathy Crabtree)                                                                                     
Steve & Edie Norling                                                                                    

Alta Wheeler-(Friend of Sandy Harry)                                                                                      

Arie Loewenhagen (Friend of Sandy Harry)  

Bonnie Barnharst (Friend of Dick & Edna) 

Those Who Grieve 

Sylvester Mews (Father of Debbie Mews) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Those who are persecuted for Christ’s Sake.  

Pastor Ryan and Emily McDermott & their family. 
 

Remember in Prayer: If you have a prayer request for yourself or a loved one, or are hospitalized either by 

an emergency or by planned care, please inform Pastor Erdman as soon as possible by calling his cell 920-

312-2079, via his email pastor@stjamesnecedah.com or call the church office at 565-7252 and the 

information will be given to Pastor Erdman. Anyone who needs to reach Pastor Erdman, whether it is an 

emergency or non-emergency situation, please contact him by calling the church office at 565-7252 or his 

cell 920-312-2079. 



Announcements 
Sunday School will resume January 3rd. 

Confirmation Class will be Saturday, January 9th and posted to Facebook  

 

December Worship Services  
• There is no worship service Wednesday, December 30th. 
 

Lutheran Witness Subscription: The Lutheran Witness, the official publication of The Lutheran 

Church—Missouri Synod. It is published 11 times a year (June/July are combined). It  has a 

circulation of approximately 120,000. Its purpose is to provide LCMS laypeople with stories on faith 

and life, theology and culture that help them interpret the contemporary world from a Lutheran 

Christian perspective. The subscription cost is $19.99 per year. A check for that amount can be made 

payable to St. James, to process the subscription. You may deposit your check in the offering 

collection plate or in the mail slot near the church office door. If you are purchasing with us, contact 

Lisa at Secretary@StJamesNecedah.com or Sandy at Treasurer@StJamesNecedah.com so we may get 

your subscription ordered. You may also order on the Concordia Publishing House website. 
 

2021 Offering Envelopes are on the table in the Fellowship Hall for you to pick up, but please don’t 

use them until January 1st. Thank you! 

 

Thank you to those who completed and returned your Commitment Form for 2021. God deserves our 

first and best. May God bless each of us as we respond faithfully to His call for action. 

 

Prayer Chain: If anyone desires a change in our Prayer Chain for 2021, please talk to Vivian Kueker 

or Sharon Lutz. There is no risk of Covid-19 so please join us! 

 

Thank you Terry Schulz for obtaining a Thrivent Action Grant to purchase a new Christmas Tree for 

the fellowship hall. It will be used Christmas 2021. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 



Those Serving in Worship Today 
Worship Leader: Pastor Roger Erdman 

Organist: (SP) Mrs. Tracey Draper, (SJ) Mrs. Sharon Lutz 
SJ Elder for the Month (December): Fred Fischer III 

SJ Trustee for the Month (December): Richard Jensen 

SJ Altar Care for the Month (December): Altar Guild Members 

SP Altar Care for the Month (December): Denna Winters & Tracey Draper 

SJ Radio Sponsors: Rosie Balsiger 

SJ Altar Flowers: Poinsettias (see bulletin insert for donors) 

 

 

Special Needs for December 
• At this time the VA is not accepting donations 

• Necedah Food Pantry – Any non-perishable food items 
 

Contact Information 
Church Office: 1106 S. Main St. Necedah, WI 54646 

Telephone: 608-565-7252     Fax: 608-565-2410 

www.StJamesNecedah.com 
 

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs. 9:00 am - 2:00 pm 
 

Pastor: Rev. Roger Erdman 

Pastor@StJamesNecedah.com 

Office: 608-565-7252 

Cell: 920-312-2079 
 

Secretary: Lisa Brockwell 

Secretary@StJamesNecedah.com 
 

Organists: Sharon Lutz & Tracey Draper 
 

St Paul’s  
Worship: Sunday 8:00 am 

Bible Study: 9:00 am 
 

St James  

Worship: Sunday 10:30 am, Wednesday 5:30 pm 

Sunday School (Sept.- May): 9:00 am 

Bible Study (Sept.- May): Sunday 9:15 am, Thursday 1:30-3:00 pm 




