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Christmas Eve • Responsive Prayer 2 (pg. 285ff) 

December 24, 2022 
Hymns: 379, 412, 361, 385, 364, 368, 370, 380, 363 

Hymn  LSB 379 
 
Opening Versicles LSB 285 

L O Lord, open my lips, 
C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 
L Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 
C make haste to help me, O Lord. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
Reading Genesis 3:8–15 

 8They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man 
and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9But 
the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 10And he said, “I heard the sound 
of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 11He said, “Who told 
you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12The 
man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13Then 
the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent 
deceived me, and I ate.” 
 14The LORD God said to the serpent, 

“Because you have done this, 
 cursed are you above all livestock 
 and above all beasts of the field; 
on your belly you shall go, 
 and dust you shall eat 
 all the days of your life. 
15I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
 and between your offspring and her offspring; 



he shall bruise your head, 
 and you shall bruise his heel.” 

 
Choir  “O Holy Night” 

 
Reading Isaiah 9:2, 6–7 

2 The people who walked in darkness 
 have seen a great light; 
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 
 on them has light shined. 
6For to us a child is born, 
 to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
 and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7Of the increase of his government and of peace 
 there will be no end, 
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
 to establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
 from this time forth and forevermore. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 

Homily Fault 
 

Hymn LSB 412 
 

Reading Micah 5:2–4 
2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
 who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me 
 one who is to be ruler in Israel, 
whose origin is from of old, 
 from ancient days. 
3Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
 when she who is in labor has given birth; 
then the rest of his brothers shall return 
 to the people of Israel. 
4And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, 
 in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great 
 to the ends of the earth. 



Hymn LSB 361 
 

Reading Luke 1:26–35 
 26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27to a 
virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was 
Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29But she was 
greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30And the angel 
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And behold, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32He will be great and will 
be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 
33and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 
 34And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 
 35And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 
High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 
 

Homily Favor 
 

Hymn LSB 385 
 

Reading Luke 2:1–7 
 1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2This 
was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And all went to be registered, each to 
his own town. 4And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city 
of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5to be 
registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6And while they were there, the time came 
for her to give birth. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and 
laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 

Hymn LSB 364 
 

Reading Luke 2:8–14 
 8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. 9And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were filled with fear. 10And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news 
of a great joy that will be for all the people. 11For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in 
swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God and saying, 

14“Glory to God in the highest, 
 and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

 
Homily Faith 

 
Hymn LSB 368 

 



Reading Luke 2:15–20 
 15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go 
over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16And 
they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17And when they 
saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18And all who 
heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured up all these things, 
pondering them in her heart. 20And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 

Hymn LSB 370 
 

Reading John 1:1–14 
 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in 
the beginning with God. 3All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made 
that was made. 4In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, to bear witness 
about the light, that all might believe through him. 8He was not the light, but came to bear witness 
about the light. 
 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10He was in the world, and 
the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11He came to his own, and his own 
people did not receive him. 12But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the 
right to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the 
will of man, but of God. 
 14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only 
Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 

Homily Forgiveness 
 

Hymn LSB 380 
 
Offering – Please sign the record of fellowship pad found in each pew so we know who is worshipping with 
us today. As the offering is brought forward, congregation stands, singing: We Give Thee But Thine Own  
LSB 781 (Sts. 1-2) 
 

1. We give Thee but Thine own, 
   Whate’er the gift may be; 
All that we have is Thine alone, 
   A trust, O Lord, from Thee. 

 
2. May we Thy bounties thus 

   As stewards true receive 
And gladly, as Thou blessest us, 
 To Thee our firstfruits give! 

 



Kyrie LSB 285 
L O Lord, 
C have mercy. 
L O Christ, 
C have mercy. 
L O Lord, 
C have mercy. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

 



Prayer of the Church 
Let us pray for the people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.  
 
Lord God Almighty, we come before You on this most holy night in awe at the wonder and majesty of 
the incarnation. The Savior of the nations has come, and with joy we greet our newborn King. Let the 
proclamation of His birth sound forth throughout the world. Give to Your Church faithful pastors to 
proclaim the good tidings of His birth, and give to Your people willing ears to hear and believe.  
 
In the birth of Your Son, You have signaled the beginning of a new creation; while we still live in a 
world wracked by the ravages of sin, we know that the final victory is Yours. Watch over and keep 
safe emergency workers and all whose vocations make them absent from their families this evening so 
that they can look out for the well-being of our families.  
 
In the birth of Your Son, You have visited and redeemed Your people. Continue to visit those who are 
lonely, sick, recovering or near death. Let Your presence be a comfort to them, and give them 
perseverance until that time You grant healing, relief, deliverance and peace. We especially remember 
_____________. 
 
In the birth of Your Son, You have made a new family out of all humanity. Keep us ever mindful that 
Jesus is for all people, and give us opportunity to tell others the good news of His coming so that they 
can join in the praise of Your holy name. 
 
In the birth of Your eternal Son, who is of one substance with You, You visited mankind, and so Your 
eternal Godhead is bound to the body and blood He gives us in the Sacrament of the Altar. Grant faith 
to all who receive this gift, so that with sins forgiven and love strengthened they can serve their 
neighbor in joy. 
 
In the birth of Your Son, You have called people of all times and places into the Body of Christ that is 
the Church. We give You thanks for all the believers who have gone before us, especially those who 
have been with us during Christmases past and are now with You. Give us a sure confidence in Your 
promise of resurrection and eternal life, and bring us at last together with them into Your presence at 
the full coming of Your Kingdom.  
 
O Lord, into Your hands, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen.  
	

Evening Prayer 
C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have 

graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have 
done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my 
body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no 
power over me. Amen. 

 
Benedicamus LSB 287 

L Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 



Blessing LSB 287 
L The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting life. 
C Amen. 
 

Hymn to Depart  LSB 363, Candle Light & Guitar Accompaniment by Terry Schulz 
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Our Gifts to God 
St. James – Attendance: Wed- 26      Sun- 46 
Sun. Offering Plate:            $1,750.00 
Wed. Offering:                                    $426.48 
Radio:                   $40.00 
Other: Maintenance                             $260.00 
Total:                 $2,476.48 
 

St. Paul’s – Attendance: Sun- 13 
Sun. Offering Plate:            $373.00 
 
Total:                 $373.00 
 
 
 

 
 

Stewardship Thought 
Matthew 1:21 – “She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from 
their sins.” What our good works could never do, Jesus has done: He has saved us from our sins, paid our 
debt, set us free. How can we not give thanks to Him with lives of generosity and godliness? What God’s Law 
could not do — truly motivate us to truly good works — Jesus’ love has done! 
 

Lectionary Readings to prepare for next week’s worship  
Isaiah 52:7-10; Hebrews 1:1-12; John 1:1-14 
 
Daily Readings for Week 103  (as found in The Lutheran Study Bible Two-Year Reading Plan) 
December 18: Divine Service  
December 19: Revelations 6:1-8:5 
December 20: Revelations 8:6-9:21 
December 21: Revelations 10:1-11 

December 22: Revelations 11:1-19 
December 23: Revelations 12:1-17 
December 24: Revelations 13:1-18 

 
Life Thoughts - Surprise pregnancy once redeemed the whole world. Joseph would have aborted the 
undertaking, but the Lord explicitly forbid it (Matthew 1:19-21). Even human limitations could not prevent the 
Heavenly Father from keeping His promises (Romans 1:2-3). So, every surprise pregnancy we encounter—
along with our lives and everyone else’s (Psalm 24:1)—belongs to Almighty God, and we may rejoice to say 
so. 



Prayers for those in our family of faith and those close to us… 
St. Paul’s Members:     
Those with Special Concerns  
Mary Lou Trutt
Delores Smedbron
Mic Marth

Loved Ones of the Congregation
Gregg Winters (Son of Sharon Winters) 
Mary Shear (Sister-in-law of Donna Klein) 
Leann Winters
Karen Smedbron (Daughter of Delores Smedbron)
Todd Wallender (Son of Patsy Wallender) 
Ginny Link
Pamela Flegel

 

Those who are persecuted for Christ’s Sake. 
Pastor Ryan and Emily McDermott & their family.

Remember in Prayer: If you have a prayer request for yourself or a loved one, or are hospitalized either by an 
emergency or by planned care, please inform Pastor Erdman as soon as possible by calling his cell 920-312-
2079, via his email pastor@stjamesnecedah.com or call the church office at 565-7252 and the information 
will be given to Pastor Erdman. Anyone who needs to reach Pastor Erdman, whether it is an emergency or 
non-emergency situation, please contact him by calling the church office at 565-7252 or his cell 920-312-2079. 

St. James Members: 
Those with Special Concerns
Cyndy Smith
MaryAnn Peterson
Megan Troestler 
Edna Jensen
Joey Awe 
Linda Randall
Joyce Hanson
Carol Timmermon
Cal Parker

Loved Ones of the Congregation
Ed Kindschi (Sandy Harry’s Nephew-in-Law)                                                                                   
Ken Finke (Brother of Deb Ennis)
Edie Norling 
Paul Waibel (Friend of Bonnie Augustynowicz)
Jennifer Gialluca (Friend of Bonnie Augustynowicz)
Denise Ramsey (Friend of Sandy Harry)
Jessica Tinue (Friend of Sandy Harry)
Corey Knuth
Barb Sheets (Cousin of Sandy Kriese)
Cindi Nix (Sister of Kathy Hardy)
Mary Kriese (Sister-in-law of Sandy Kriese)
Pela Steiner (Friend of Sharon Lutz)
Joe Rowin (Cousin of Sandy Harry)
Brent Brooks (Son of Deb Ennis)
Pamela Flegel
Dennis Sims (Friend of Christina Fischer)
John Oens Sr.



Announcements 
Thank You: I would like to thank you all for your prayers, cards, and encouragement following my recent 
surgery. Because there is power in prayer, I received excellent surgical administration and care at Aurora 
Health Care, Oshkosh. Though we do not have the Great Physician with us today, He uses His servants to act 
in His place, as He used Dr. Stephen Nystrom and the staff at Aurora to bring me back to health. I also am 
truly thankful for Tammy’s care and support during this time, which I could not have done without. As always, 
I truly appreciate your support. Pastor Erdman 

Thank you God!  He heard your prayers!  Dear Lord, please give blessings to those who prayed to Him and 
mentioned my name.  For You have turned me from a cancer patient into a cancer survivor. Always grateful, 
Don and Deb Ennis 
 
Bible Studies and Confirmation Classes: Until further notice all Bible Studies and Confirmation Classes have 
been suspended. It is anticipated that they will resume in early January. Thank you for your understanding and 
patience. Pastor Erdman 
 
(SJ) There is a box for the Necedah Food Bank in the Fellowship Hall. We would like to encourage donations 
for the month of December. Thank you! 
 
(SJ) Prayer Chain: Please consider joining the prayer chain for 2023. For details or if you are interested in 
helping out, please talk to Sharon or Penny. 
 
(SJ) 2023 Stewardship Commitments: Commitments were given to God at the Thanksgiving Service. If you 
missed out on this important step in your walk with God, there is still time left. Sharon has 
extra forms. Place them in a sealed envelope with your name on the outside and place in the offering until Dec. 
31. Thank you. 
 
(SJ) Fellowship: The 2023 Fellowship list is by the kitchen. Please sign up to take a turn so we can continue 
this enjoyable time together. 
 
Don't forget! A you pack away Christmas items and organize your house for the new year, we are always in 
need of items for the rummage sale in June. Any questions please talk to Sharon or call her at 565-7342. 
 
The New Year’s Day service: (The Feast for the of the Circumcision and Name of Jesus) is Sunday, January 
1 is at both St. Paul’s and St. James at their regular Sunday worship times (8:00 and 10:30 respectively). There 
is Holy Communion at these services. 

(SJ) Installation of Officers and Boards: will be Sunday, January 1st during service. 



Those Serving in Worship Today 
Worship Leader: Pastor Roger Erdman 
Organist: (SP) Mrs. Tracey Draper, (SJ) Mrs. Sharon Lutz 
SJ Elder for the Month (December): Ken Hornburg 
SJ Trustee for the Month (December): Gerry Ganther 
SJ Altar Care for the Month (December): Deb & Jim Winters 
SP Altar Care for the Month (December): Donna & Lori 
SJ Radio Sponsors:  
SJ Altar Flowers: Memorial Poinsettias 
 
 

Contact Information
Church Office: 1106 S. Main St. Necedah, WI 54646 
Telephone: 608-565-7252     Fax: 608-565-2410 
www.StJamesNecedah.com 
 

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs. 9:00 am - 2:00 pm 
 

Pastor: Rev. Roger Erdman 
Pastor@StJamesNecedah.com 
Office: 608-565-7252    Cell: 920-312-2079 

 

Secretary: Lisa Brockwell 
Secretary@StJamesNecedah.com 
Organists: Sharon Lutz & Tracey Draper 

 

St Paul’s  
Worship: Sunday 8:00 am 
Bible Study: 9:00 am 

 

St James  
Worship: Sunday 10:30 am, Wednesday 5:30 pm 
Sunday School (Sept.- May): 9:00 am 

Bible Study (Sept.- May): Sunday 9:15 am & Thursday 1:30-3:00 pm 
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