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Fourth Sunday in Advent • Divine Service Setting Three (pg. 184ff) 
 December 20, 2020 

Hymns: 357 (sts. 1-3), 370, 431, 900, 357 (sts. 4-7) 
 
Pre-Service Prayers 

As We Gather 
The Lord Builds a House for David: Jesus Christ Who Comes in the Flesh 

When King David “lived in his house and the LORD had given him rest from all his surrounding 

enemies,” he piously supposed that he would build a house for God (2 Sam. 7:1–2). But the Lord 

would turn it around: He would establish a house for David and an everlasting throne. This He has 

done not only for David, but also for all His people, in the Son of David, Jesus Christ, “conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary” (Apostles’ Creed). That holy child, the incarnate “Son of the 

Most High,” receives “the throne of his father David” and begins to reign “over the house of Jacob 

forever” (Luke 1:32–33). Having given Himself as a sacrifice for the sins of the world, His body is the 

true and eternal temple of God in which His people have their own place of peace and rest. That is 

“the mystery that was kept secret for long ages” but is now “made known to all nations, according to 

the command of the eternal God” in order that we may have faith and life in Christ (Rom. 16:25–26). 

 

Confession and Absolution 
Hymn of Invocation LSB 375 (Sts. 1-3) 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 

our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 



 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 

pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 

sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful 

to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of 

the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 
Psalm Psalm 89:1–5 

1I will sing of the steadfast love of the LORD, forever; 

 with my mouth I will make known your faithfulness to all generations. 
2For I said, “Steadfast love will be built up forever; 

 in the heavens you will establish your faithfulness.” 
3You have said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one; 

 I have sworn to David my servant: 
4‘I will establish your offspring forever, 

 and build your throne for all generations.’” 

5Let the heavens praise your wonders, O LORD, 

 your faithfulness in the assembly of the holy ones! 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Kyrie  LSB 186 
C Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C  And with thy spirit. 

  



P Let us pray. 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which 

weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
  

C  Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading 2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16 
 1Now when the king lived in his house and the LORD had given him rest from all his 

surrounding enemies, 2the king said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a house of 

cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a tent.” 3And Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that is in 

your heart, for the LORD is with you.” 

 4But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, 5“Go and tell my servant 

David, ‘Thus says the LORD: Would you build me a house to dwell in? 6I have not lived in a 

house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been 

moving about in a tent for my dwelling. 7In all places where I have moved with all the people 

of Israel, did I speak a word with any of the judges of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd 

my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?”’ 8Now, therefore, 

thus you shall say to my servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, I took you from the 

pasture, from following the sheep, that you should be prince over my people Israel. 9And I 

have been with you wherever you went and have cut off all your enemies from before you. 

And I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10And I 

will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may dwell in their 

own place and be disturbed no more. And violent men shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 
11from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel. And I will give you rest from 

all your enemies. Moreover, the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. . 

. . 

 16And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your throne 

shall be established forever.’” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Solo  Isabella Emanuel-"Christmas Praise" by Jim Murray 
 

Epistle Romans 16:25–27 
 25Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the preaching of 

Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 
26but has now been disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made known to all 

nations, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith— 
27to the only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen.  

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 



Alleluia  LSB 190 
C Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 

Holy Gospel Luke 1:26–38 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter. 

C  Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

  

 26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named 

Nazareth, 27to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. 

And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, 

the Lord is with you!” 29But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what 

sort of greeting this might be. 30And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 

have found favor with God. 31And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 

and you shall call his name Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most 

High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33and he will reign 

over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 

 34And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 

 35And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 

Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son 

of God. 36And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this 

is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with 

God.” 38And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to 

your word.” And the angel departed from her. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C  Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 



          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

Hymn of the Day LSB 370 
 

Sermon 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16: Waiting with Worship 
 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ 

Jesus. 

C Amen. 

 

Offertory  LSB 192 
C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Offering - Please sign the record of fellowship pad found in each pew so we know is 

worshipping with us today. Temporarily the offering is collected at the back of the sanctuary at both 

congregations 
 

Prayer of the Church 

Service of the Sacrament 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as he 

says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine, but his very body and blood to eat and 

to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with him and with one another. Our 

Lord invites to his table all who trust his words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive 

and love as he forgives and loves us, that they may show forth his death until he comes. Because those 

who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy 

Communion is a confession of the faith which is professed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, 

in doubt, or who hold confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church-

Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, must first speak with the pastor or the elder. 

For those who are in need of non-alcoholic wine, that is provided in the middle of the tray. Also, if 

you are in need of a gluten-free wafer please speak to an elder or the pastor before the service. 
 

Preface  LSB 194 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up unto the Lord. 



  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

C It is meet and right so to do. 

 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the 

very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance 

that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory. 

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus  LSB 195 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 

heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

      For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini  LSB 197 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 



 

Agnus Dei  LSB 198 
C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy 

upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy 

upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy 

peace. Amen. 
 

Distribution Hymn LSB 431 
Distribution Hymn LSB 900 

 

Nunc Dimittis  LSB 199 
C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, 

for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of 

all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 

Thanksgiving  LSB 200 
A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C and His mercy endureth forever. 
 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 

in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

Salutation and Benedicamus  
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
 LSB 202 

A Bless we the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction  LSB 202 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 



 
Hymn to Depart LSB 375 (Sts. 4-7) 
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Lectionary Readings to prepare for next week’s worship  
Isaiah 61:10-62:3, Galatians 4:4-7, Luke 2:22-40 
 

Daily Readings for Week 104  (as found in The Lutheran Study Bible Two-Year Reading Plan) 
  

Dec. 20: Divine Service  

Dec. 21: Revelations 14:1-20t 

Dec. 22: Revelations 15:1-8  

Dec. 23: Revelations 16:1-21  

Dec. 24: Revelations 17:1-18:8 

Dec. 25: Revelations 18:9-24 

Dec. 26: Revelations 19:1-21 

 
 

Life Thoughts: Anyone who experiences surprise pregnancy understands Mary’s “greatly troubled” 

(Luke 1:29). But since every conception comes about only by God’s good and gracious will, we can 

rest assured that especially in such circumstances, “The Lord is with you” (Luke 1:28) and “You have 

found favor with God” (Luke 1:30). Who needs “my body, my choice” when we can declare, “Let it 

be to my according to Your Word” (Luke 1:38)?. 

 

Our Gifts to God 
St. James – Attendance: 33     St. Paul’s – Attendance: 12 

Offering Plate (Envelopes & Loose): $1,287.00 Offering Plate (Envelopes & Loose): $926.00 

Radio Sponsorship:           $45.00 

Sunday School:               $5.00 

Total:              $1,382.00 Total:      $926.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Prayers for those in our family of faith and those close to us… 

St. Paul’s Members:       St. James Members: 

Those who are Homebound or in a Care facility   Those who are Homebound or in a Care facility 

Eleanor Van Meter        Gertrude Kirtz  

Those with Special Concerns     Those with Special Concerns 

Denna Winters       Tyler Burke 

Mary Lou Trtutt       Alvina (nee Pollock) O’ Connor 

        Daryl Fabian 

Gregg Winters (son of Sharon Winters)    Linda Randall 

Mary Shear (Sister-in-law of Donna Klein)    Vivian Elliott 

Glen Skibba      

Leann Winters (wife of Dale Winters)                           Judy Ahlers (sister of Deb Ennis) 

Karen Smedbron (daughter of Delores Smedbron)        Dave and Judy Berna (family of Gert Kirtz) 

Todd Wallender (son of Patsy Wallender)                     Marylin Fuss (Megan’s friend)  

Ginny Link                                                                     Karen Roy (Friend of Bonnie Augustynowicz) 

Delores Smedbron                                                          Ed Kindschi (Sandy Harry’s Nephew-in-Law) 

Margret Marth (mother of Mic Marth)                           Nikki Ravenscroft (Friend of Christina Fischer) 

                                                                                        Darold Hamburg (Friend of Amanda Hatfield )  

                                                                                        Christine Dietz (ex-wife of Peter Taraban) 

                                                                                        Ken Finke (Brother of Deb Ennis) 

                                                                                        Donna Wick (sister of Bill Gatzke)  

                                                                                        Delaney Kraemer (Friend of the Fischer Family)  

                                                                                        Daniel O’ Connor (husband of Alvina O’ Connor). 

                                                                                        Jeff Bourassa (Friend of Cathy Crabtree)  

                                                                                        Steve & Edie Norling  

                                                                                        Alta Wheeler-(Friend of Sandy Harry) 

                                                                                        Arie Loewenhagen (Friend of Sandy Harry)  

                                                                                        Bonnie Barnharst (Friend of Dick & Edna) 

Those who are persecuted for Christ’s Sake.  

Pastor Ryan and Emily McDermott & their family. 
 

Remember in Prayer: If you have a prayer request for yourself or a loved one, or are hospitalized either by 

an emergency or by planned care, please inform Pastor Erdman as soon as possible by calling his cell 920-

312-2079, via his email pastor@stjamesnecedah.com or call the church office at 565-7252 and the 

information will be given to Pastor Erdman. Anyone who needs to reach Pastor Erdman, whether it is an 

emergency or non-emergency situation, please contact him by calling the church office at 565-7252 or his 

cell 920-312-2079. 
 

Please keep Mrs. Gertrude Kirtz in your prayers as she has been diagnosed with Covid. If members 

would send her a brief note of encouragement to get well or send seasonal Christmas greetings it 

would really brighten her day! These can be mailed to:  

Mrs. Gertrude Kirtz 

Crestview Nursing and Rehabilitation 

612 View St. 

New Lisbon, WI  53950 



Announcements 
Sunday School is temporarily cancelled until January 3rd. 

Confirmation Class will be Saturday, January 9th and posted to Facebook  

 

December Worship Services  

• Sunday Divine Service: There is Holy Communion every Sunday at St. James. 

For St. Paul’s there will be Holy Communion for the Sunday of the 27th.  

The times are: St. Paul’s at 8:00 am and St James at 10:30 am. 

 

• Christmas Eve Worship Service - at St. James will be broadcast on SMASH COUNTRY 92.9 and 

Facebook streamed. The service time is 7:00 p.m. with Holy Communion. 
 

• Christmas Day worship service - St. Paul’s at 9 am with Holy Communion.  
 

Notes: The Christmas Eve and Christmas Day worship services are different from each other. 

 

There is no worship service Wednesday, December 30th. 
 

Lutheran Witness Subscription: The Lutheran Witness, the official publication of The Lutheran 

Church—Missouri Synod. It is published 11 times a year (June/July are combined). It  has a 

circulation of approximately 120,000. Its purpose is to provide LCMS laypeople with stories on faith 

and life, theology and culture that help them interpret the contemporary world from a Lutheran 

Christian perspective. The subscription cost is $19.99 per year. A check for that amount can be made 

payable to St. James, to process the subscription. You may deposit your check in the offering 

collection plate or in the mail slot near the church office door. If you are purchasing with us, contact 

Lisa at Secretary@StJamesNecedah.com or Sandy at Treasurer@StJamesNecedah.com so we may get 

your subscription ordered. You may also order on the Concordia Publishing House website. 
 

2021 Offering Envelopes are on the table in the Fellowship Hall for you to pick up, but please don’t 

use them until January 1st. Thank you! 

 

Thank you to those who completed and returned your Commitment Form for 2021. God deserves our 

first and best. May God bless each of us as we respond faithfully to His call for action. 

 

Prayer Chain: If anyone desires a change in our Prayer Chain for 2021, please talk to Vivian Kueker 

or Sharon Lutz. There is no risk of Covid-19 so please join us! 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



Those Serving in Worship Today 
Worship Leader: Pastor Roger Erdman 

Organist: (SP) Mrs. Tracey Draper, (SJ) Mrs. Sharon Lutz 
SJ Elder for the Month (December): Fred Fischer III 

SJ Trustee for the Month (December): Richard Jensen 

SJ Altar Care for the Month (December): Altar Guild Members 

SP Altar Care for the Month (December): Denna Winters & Tracey Draper 

SJ Radio Sponsors: Rosie Balsiger 

SJ Altar Flowers: 

 

Special Needs for December 
• At this time the VA is not accepting donations 

• Necedah Food Pantry – Any non-perishable food items 
 

Contact Information 
Church Office: 1106 S. Main St. Necedah, WI 54646 

Telephone: 608-565-7252     Fax: 608-565-2410 

www.StJamesNecedah.com 
 

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs. 9:00 am - 2:00 pm 
 

Pastor: Rev. Roger Erdman 

Pastor@StJamesNecedah.com 

Office: 608-565-7252 

Cell: 920-312-2079 
 

Secretary: Lisa Brockwell 

Secretary@StJamesNecedah.com 
 

Organists: Sharon Lutz & Tracey Draper 
 

St Paul’s  
Worship: Sunday 8:00 am 

Bible Study: 9:00 am 
 

St James  

Worship: Sunday 10:30 am, Wednesday 5:30 pm 

Sunday School (Sept.- May): 9:00 am 

Bible Study (Sept.- May): Sunday 9:15 am, Thursday 1:30-3:00 pm 


