
Our way of doing ministry has changed … but it has 

not stopped. 
 

Hello everyone, 

As the heading above states every clearly, our way of doing ministry has changed 
dramatically since last week at this time.  Worship services, Bible study groups, Sunday 

School, and all other events and activities have been suspended for a time.  I know that 
this is very different for many of us, and very unsettling. 

But here at church ministry continues, because the Lord’s work in this world 

continues.  He has told us that the very gates of hell cannot prevail against His 
Church.  So, what chance does a virus have? 
• At St. James an abbreviated Sunday worship service (no Holy Communion) will be 

broadcast at our regular time of 10:30 a.m. on SMASH Country (WRJC) radio – 92.9. 
• I will continue Sunday and Lenten Midweek worship services at St. Paul’s (with 10 

or less in attendance). 

• Those desiring the Lord’s Supper during this emergency may call the church office 
to make an appointment for an abbreviated service for Holy Communion. 

• Members have been called as needed. 

• The homebound and those in care facilities will continue to receive the weekly 
bulletin, along with the sermon by mail. 

• Your emails, texts, and calls have been answered and addressed as best we can. 

• A great deal of sharing has taken place between other pastors of our circuit, which 
is helping all of our pastors share ideas and fine-tune how we are carrying out our 
ministries in an efficient and caring manner. 

The bottom line is that we are doing everything that we can under the constraints placed 
on us by the COVID-19 mandates. 

There is one concern that I have right now.  It’s financial and it’s a concern that I 

must address.  With no worship services, there will be no offerings gathered.  There are 
ongoing financial obligations that our treasurers are obligated to fulfill.  Therefore, it will 

be up to our members to continue to support our church financially.  There is the 
possibility to allow our people to donate to our church electronically, but implementation 
will take research, work, and above all, time.  At this time, I simply urge and encourage 

all of you to mail your offerings to the church.  Use your offering envelopes and put them 
in an envelope and mail them to church.  Weekly, monthly, whatever is more convenient 
for you.  Like the headline above says, “Ministry has changed … it has not 

stopped.”  Please join us to make sure that our ministry does continue.   

Regarding scrip purchases, Dan Peterson will make himself available following the Sunday 
worship broadcasts at St. James for those who would like to purchase scrip cards. 

Blessings on the rest of your day.  Please stay safe.  And most of all, please remain 
constant in prayer – for your families, for our community, for those who are hurting, for 
your church, and for your pastor. 

 
Pastor Erdman 


