
CHRISTMAS EVE, DECEMBER 24, 2020                     Rev. Roger A. Erdman 

Lectionary Readings: Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 96; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-20 

Sermon Title: The Who, What, and Why of Christmas 

Prayer: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of [our] heart[s] be 

acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, [our] Rock and [our] Redeemer.  (Psalm 

19:14) 
Salutation: Grace and peace to you this holy night from Christ our Lord, the 

Light of the World (cf. John 8:12). 

Text: The Word from God through which the Holy Spirit comes to stir our 

hearts for Christmas Eve is from our Gospel Reading: The Holy Gospel 

according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

Introduction: Dear friends in Christ, consider the word “Christmas.”  Think for a 

moment how we pronounce it.  What do we do?  We soften the t when we 

pronounce it, as if to say: “Chrismas.”  However, when we spell out it out: C-H-R-

I-S-T-M-A-S.  It’s unmistakable.  The first six letters form the title “Christ.” 

Yes, that’s Jesus: 

• The promised Seed. 

• The avowed Offspring. 

• The covenant Child. 

Isaiah in our Old Testament Reading gives more names upon which to meditate: 

• Wonderful Counselor. 

• Mighty God. 

• Everlasting Father. 

• Prince of Peace. 

• Immanuel. 

St. John likes the title “The Word became Flesh” (John 1:14). 

You’ve heard many of these names in many Scripture readings over the years of 

your Christmas celebrations.  The Bible is full of other names for the Christ, the 

Second Person of the Holy Trinity.  In fact, we could be here all-night expounding 

upon Who Christ is! 

I. However, some want to take “Christ” out of Christmas.  There are those who 

want to Hanukkah-ize or Kwanzaa-ize or commercialize Christmas.  But it doesn’t 

matter what the world wants to do to Christmas. 
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The followers of Christ have never followed the world.  Christmas will be 

Christmas for the Church even if all the world calls it by another name.  For 

Christmas is the giving and sending of the Christ.  Therefore: 

• The Christ is the One sent by God. 

• The Christ is the One God gave. 

For whoever believes in Him is not condemned (John 3:17). 

Therefore, be assured that God, the loving Father, is not about to blow up His 

beloved creation like some mad scientist or deranged dictator.  God loves His 

world.  How?  In this way, as we consider John 3:16: 

• That He gave His only Son. 

• That He sent His only Son. 

• That His Son had a purpose. 

• Whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 

Therefore, the Christ of Christmas always will be Jesus of Whom it is declared: 

“He will save His people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21). 

The Church could celebrate the coming of the Christ Child to earth on any day of 

the year.  But perhaps it is most appropriate at this time of year when our days are 

of most darkness, following the winter solstice: 

• Days as they might have been in Bethlehem where the Christ was born. 

• Into that dim time is celebrated the brightest of lights. 

o Jesus, Light of Light. 

o Sun of Righteousness. 

o Brightest and best of the stars of the morning. 

Whatever time of year it was, the Christ was born as St. Paul states, in “the fullness 

of time” (Gal 4:4).  St. Luke is a bit more precise.  He writes about a decree from 

Caesar Augustus that all the Roman-ruled world should be counted in a census for 

taxing purposes.  It was the time when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 

Still, with all this information, we cannot set an exact date.  The Nativity of our 

Lord Jesus, the Christ of God, probably happened between the fall of 5 BC and the 

spring of 4 BC.  But what matters most: 

• Is that the Christ cannot be taken out of “Christmas.” 

• Nor can the “Christ” be taken out of the history of the world. 

For Jesus was born of a woman, the Virgin Mary to be precise, born under the Law 

to redeem those who were under the Law.  Yes: 

• That’s you. 

• That’s me. 

• That’s the whole world. 
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However, we keep in mind that the Law of God is God’s holy will.  His will is 

summed up in the First Commandment.  You will have no other god but the only 

God.  Just the same though: 

• Who is the only God? 

• How can I find Him? 

• How can I know Him and have Him? 

• How can I please Him and then serve Him? 

II. Indeed, that has been the universal quest since sin entered the world.  And our 

first father and mother, Adam and Eve, questioned, debated, doubted, and were 

dissatisfied with the only God.  You see: 

• They wanted more. 

• They wanted what the only God had not given, because He determined that it 

was not needed. 

Though Adam and Eve weren’t God and should’ve been perfectly happy with who 

they were, and with what God gave, they weren’t.  And neither are we.  We are like 

them.  We, too, are often dissatisfied: 

• Youth wants age. 

• Age wants youth. 

• Homely wants beauty. 

• A deformity wants a miracle. 

• Poor wants riches. 

• Small groups want to be bigger groups. 

• A child opening a Christmas gift tonight will want others tomorrow, and 

parents will be tempted to buy more when the toys in the stores drop to half 

price. 

• A delicious meal tomorrow will become leftovers the next day, despised 

because “We had this same food yesterday.” 

Why are we dissatisfied?  Because we want another Lord instead of the One 

revealed by the only God.  We think we could be happier, prettier, better off, 

healthier, or wiser if: 

• If we did things our way. 

• If we had more control of our lives. 

• If we could choose which god to follow. 

Of course, It’s bunk.  It’s a false, misleading dream.  What more, it’s damningly 

deadly. 
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You see, no writer of the Bible ever tries to prove God’s existence with a 

philosophical argument.  The writers simply lay out the truth: 

• Sin is real. 

• Death is real. 

• Damnation is real. 

This is what’s true.  Therefore, the Christ was sent. 

St. Paul perfectly understands our need and the Father’s gift of the Christ.  He 

wrote: 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Who has blessed us 

in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as He 

chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy 

and blameless before Him.  In love He predestined us for adoption to Himself 

as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of His will. . . . 

“In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our 

trespasses, according to the riches of His grace. . . . 

“In Him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according 

to the purpose of Him Who works all things according to the counsel of His 

will. . . . 

“In Him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 

salvation, and believed in Him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 

Who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to 

the praise of His glory.”  (Ephesians 1:3-5, 7, 11, 13-14) 

Conclusion: Dear friends in Christ, this is the God we worship at Christmas and 

every day of our lives.  Not because we are: 

• Smart enough to find Him. 

• Holy enough to deserve Him. 

• Clever enough to make Him want us. 

No, we didn’t decide to come to Christ: 

• He came to us. 

• He graced us. 

• He chose us. 

• He loves us. 

• He forgives us. 

You see, in Christ: IT IS JESUS WHO MAKES CHRISTMAS WHAT IT IS FOR WHY IT IS: 

THE TRUE MASS OF CHRIST. 

In the name of T Jesus, Who forgives all your sins.  Amen. 

 

To God alone the Glory! 


