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River’s Edge

Pastor’s Meanderings

On July 15, 2012 during my
sermon, | dropped a bomb-

" shell on the congregation.

This past January, I an-
nounced that Emily and I had
the possibility of not being
able to have children and that
we were entering into the
adoption process. Now 7
months later, we are planning
the birth of our own child.
We are going to be the birth
parents of our child, who will
be adopted into God’s family
through Water and Word.

Now after much confusion
(even though I thought my
sermon was clear!), I want to
clear up some myths and facts
about infertility. We’ve heard
several of these things said to
us and clearly they are not
helpful and in some cases
very hurtful.

The biggest myth we’ve
heard is this: “Just relax and
it will solve infertility.”

Here is the fact: “Looking at
statistics about causes of in-
fertility, we can see about 80-
85% of the time, doctors find
a diagnosable medical cause,
for which no amount of re-

laxation will help. And in
cases of unexplained infer-
tility, often the problem is
due to a factor such as chro-
mosomal abnormalities that
are impossible to discover
through a routine workup.
Chronic stress and fatigue
do alter hormones, but most
fertility drugs can compen-
sate in cases where hor-
mones fall outside of normal
ranges. Those who tell fer-
tility patients to “just relax”
actually make it more diffi-
cult for them to do so. Infer-
tility is most likely to cause
stress then be caused by
stress.”

Another myth: “Adoption
cures infertility.”

Fact: “Of those adoptive
families who have experi-
enced infertility, approxi-
mately half have endured
medical treatment for an
average of three years prior
to adopting. It has been esti-
mated that between 5 and 14
% of couples who quit treat-
ment and pursue adoption
eventually go on to con-
ceive. That’s about the
same percentage who quit
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treatment, choose not to
adopt, and subsequently
conceive. The “just adopt”
advice is a variation on the
“just relax” theme. The idea
behind it is that if a couple
stops thinking about getting
pregnant, it will happen.

Myth: “Infertility is the
same thing as sterility, and
it’s rather rare.”

Fact: “Sterility is the com-
plete inability to reproduce;
infertility is “subfertility” or
impaired fertility. A sterile
person cannot reproduce;
about 65% of those who
seek treatment for infertility
will eventually go on to
have a baby.”

Myths and facts are taken
from Glahn, Sandra L. and
William R. Cutrer. The In-
fertility Companion. Zon-
dervan, 2004. If you have
further general questions,
feel free to ask.

We are forever grateful to
God that He has given us
this opportunity to be par-
ents in the biological way!
We ask your prayers as we
prepare for this joyous day
in February.
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9 Rally Day is September 9..

Still in the planning stage at



We are now excepting applica-
tions for the 2012-13 school
year. If you have a child be-
tween the ages of 3-5 (Potty
Trained) registration packets
are available. You can contact
Sandy Harry at 547-7022 or
the church office at 565-7252.

Classes are Monday,

Wow! What a turn out for our

i Br at Safurday, duly 14" .
We sold out of brats and actually
closed early. We would like to
thank The Necedah True Value
Hardware for letting us sell
from in front of their store. We
hope to have another “Brat Fry”
in the near future to help offset
expenses for their trip to the Na-
tional 1 Youth Gathering in 2013
at San Antonio, Texas. Plus we
are planning other fundraising
events this fall like selling 2013
calendars.

The new Education year is almost
upon us. September is right
around the corner and the year
will start. We have education
opportunities for people ages 3-
100 - and above. For age three
through 5™ grade, we have Sun-
day School each week starting on
Rally Day, which is September 9.
This Bible learning time will be
taught by Christa Chisick, Emily
Nielsen, Penny Oens, and Sandy
Harry. Our 6"-8" grade students
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Wednesday and Friday
from 9am to Noon.

We are looking forward
to another fun and re-
warding school year!

Hope you can join us!

Sandy Harry
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Preschool News

Volume 1, Issue 8

s

AFIRING UP THE YOUTH 0

Sunday & Monday, July 29" &
30", several of the youth and
parents are going to Waupaca
and staying at the “Shady
Rest”, the Schmidt’s rustic
cabin on the lake and then go-
ing on a “Crystal River Canoe
Trip” from Ding’s Dock on the
Chain-O-Lakes. We are antici-
pating quite an adventure.

We are now up to six youth and
three adults who are presently
planning on attending the
“National Youth Gathering” in

Education

will join Ms. Sue McMurry for Grap-
ple. If you are in high school, you can
attend either Sue’s Grapple time or Mr.
Fred Gregar’s Adult Bible Study.

Tuesday Evening Bible Study will be
starting up again on September 4 as we
begin a discipleship class. Fit for Life
is open to all members and is required
for those looking to join St. James or
St. Paul’s as members. We will meet
from 7 — 8:30 p.m. Fit for Life will be
taught September 4 through November
20. Please sign up by August 26 if you

2013 and have made the commitment.
That is fantastic! Please continue to
support them in their endeavors for
earning money to help defray the
costs. Itis very costly and each is
responsible for a major portion of their
own expenses. These fundraisers will
help all of them.

Terry & Linda Schmidt, Youth Leaders

are interested in taking the class.
Books are $10.

Wednesday afternoon Confirma-
tion classes are for those students
in 6™-8"™ grade. 6™ graders will
be taught by Ms. Sue McMurry
and will learn the basic stories of
the Bible. Pastor Mike and
Sandy Harry will continue to take
the 7™ and 8™ graders through the
Catechism.
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Birthdays/Anniversaries

St. James 18th— Jameson Oens 21st-Gary & Jackie Jump
3rd-Bonnie Petersen 20th-Kamie Bluell 27th-Dan & Joan Rabold
4th-Lily Belmonte 24th-Ken Nordall St. Paul 0s

Dorothy Hillerud 25th-Elaine Lorenz 3rd— Joseph Skibba
9th-Thomas Houy 27th-Sandy Harry 23rd-Charles Klein
11th-Sheridan Reichel Brian Jump 25th-Neil Jacobitz
12th-Courtney McLellan 29th— Scott Wilhorn Scott Murray
13th-Stephanie Emanuel 31st-Tylinn Houy Anniversaries Happy Birthday!
15th-Wade Jump Anniversaries None

Erin Smelcer 9th-Brian & Terri Jump

16th-Ernest Strey turns 100 Aaron & Sheri Reichel
today 14th-Terry & Linda Schmidt

What is the Board of Christian Education?

The Board of Christian names to the Church both young and old

Education coordinates Council

all educational oppor-  can appoint a superin-
tunities of the church tendent of the Sunday

including VBS, Sunday School.

so that they alike.

Currently we only have LSRR

a Chairperson to the August 5th— Voter’s Meeting

School, Confirmation, Board of Christian Edu- (following sve.)
and Adult Instruction.  The board of Christian cation. The chairperson August 15, 8pm— Vision
This board shall also Education is also there is Sa_ndy Harry. We are Team Meeting
approve all teachers to approve all textbooks ~ Seeking several others
for Sunday School/ and curriculum for the to serve on this board

Christian Education of as well.

VBS and also forward

Amazing Desert Journey VBS
2012!

August 6-10
9am-12pm
Free to attend!

All kids and their families are
invited to join us on Friday for a
special closing Celebrations at
11:30 am followed with a free
lunch for all!

VBS

Volunteers: Please attend one
of two training sessions: July
31st at 9am or Aug. 1st at
8pm. Attendance is manda-
tory. Volunteers should also
plan to be in worship on Sun-
day August 5 for Commission-

ing (and decorating after- We hope everyone will
wards), as well as Sunday Aug. join us!
12th for the Closing Celebra-
tion!

r
Where Jesus L Us Home



Elder of the Month: Dan Rabold Concordig’y
> Q @ @ m Trustee of the Month: Loretta Saunders
Altar Guild: Q
- St. James: Sylvia Heinzelmann and
Eva Simonson m-m H‘ v
St . Paul 6s: Donna, Ioa arjg -
Lou re Jesus Leads s IO— me m M

Whe
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 Quilting 9am 2 3 4
Worship Svc. 7pm Pastorés D
w/comm
5St. P Svc. 8:30am |6 ¢ NHza 1SS (7 8 No Quilting 9 10 11
St. J Svc. 10:30am 7pm No Worship Svc.

Voter 6s Me

Come join the {amazing Desert journey” August 6- 10 (9 am to 12 pm)

/ Nar\
12 st. P Svc. 8:30am | 13 14 15 Quilting 9am 16 17
St. J Svc. 10:30am Worship Svc. 7pm Pastords D
w/communion w/comm

Boy Scout Mtg. 6pm

19st. P Svc. 8:30am | 20 21 22 Quilting 9am 23 24 25
St. J Svc. 10:30am Worship Svc. 7pm Pastorés D

26 St. P Svc. 8:30am | 27 28 29 Quilting 9am 30 31

St. J Svc. 10:30am Worship Svc. 7pm Pastords D

w/communion w/comm
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Our Mission

oTo

shar e

sus Christ with those

around us as we continue

to experience and grow in

goodness

and mercy.
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Week 83

July 30 7 John 15:1 -16:33
July 31 -

August 1
August 2
August 3
August 4
August 5

John 17:1 -26

i John 18:1 -19:42
i John 20:1 -21:25
:
I
|

Acts 1:1 -26

| Acts 2:1 -47
 Come to

House and Worship Him

Week 84
August 6
August 7
August 8
August 9
August 10
August 11
August 12

Acts 3:1 -4:27
Acts 5:1 -42
Acts 6:1 -8:40
Acts 9:1 -43

T Acts 10:1 -11:30

T Acts 12:1 -25
T Come to

House and Worship Him

t

Bible Readings

Week 85
August 13 7 Acts 13:1 -14:28
August 14 7 Acts 15:1 -35
August 15 T Acts 15:36 -16:40
August 16 T Acts17:1 -18:23
August 17 T Acts 18:24 -21:16
August 18 |' Acts 21:17 -23:35
August19_ 17 Co me

he Fb?? 8®orsh|p Him
Week 86
August 20 T Acts 24:1 -26:32
August 21 1 Acts 27:1 -28:31
August 22 1 Romans 1:1 -2:29
August 23 T Romans 3:1 -4:25
August24 i Romans 5:1 -21
August 25 |' Romans 6:1 -23

August 26

the Hd‘u& rﬂj9\l8rsh|p Him
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Week 87

August 27 i

August 28

August 29 i
August 30 T
August 31 7

September 1
September 2

Romans 7:1 -25
Romans 8:1 -39

Romans 9:1 -11:36

Romans 12:1 -21

Romans 13:1 -14:23

T Romans 15:1 -16:27
i Come to the

House and Worship Him
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