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From the Pastor’s Pen

Dear Friends in Christ,
Greetings in the name of our crucified and risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!
“All have sinned and come short of God’s glory. They are declared righteous freely by His grace through the ransom Christ Jesus paid to free
them” (Romans 3:23-24 – AAT).
Those who have been involved in Bible studies at St. James this summer, know that we have touched on the two main themes of the
Bible – the grace of God and the sin of human beings; and the two main teachings of the Bible – Law and Gospel (Good News).
As we consider Law and Gospel, what’s the big deal anyway? Recognizing and understanding Law messages and Gospel messages
helps us understand the Bible better. An example of a Law message and a Gospel message in one Bible verse: “The wages of sin is
death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23).
This distinction is the backbone of the Bible. And if anyone could master the distinction between Law
and Gospel, he or she would understand the whole Bible. Once you understand the distinction, it’s easy to
determine the message of any given text. But first, we must understand what these two words mean. The
most common mistake is: “Law is Old Testament and Gospel is New Testament.” Law and Gospel are not
defined by where they are so much as by what they’re saying.
Law tells us to live up to God’s standards or we’ll go to hell, a curb that keeps us on the right path for fear of damage. It also tells us
that, since God demands perfection, we have strayed from God’s path. Like a mirror, it shows us that we are “poor miserable sinners.”
But the Gospel is the Good News that Jesus took our place, that He paid the price for us on the cross so we can live forever. He
made us right with God, and we can never pay Him back. Yet, we can thank Him by doing His will – the Law.
So how does this distinction pan out in everyday life? Look at how you deal with people. When someone is suffering, they probably
need Gospel: comfort and healing. They don’t need anyone telling them: “Well, you wouldn’t be in this mess if you . . .” However, if
someone is still hurting themselves or others, they need Law: “Stop doing that!” As you talk to people and care for each other, ask
yourself: “Law or Gospel? Which is necessary here?”
Below is a simple four-keyword summary of the Bible’s Law-Gospel message that you can keep in mind to help organize all the Bible
facts you know as you deal with people:
1. Sin. Tell people how we are separated from our creator at birth, that no human being can lift himself/herself up to God’s standards of holiness, that all people by nature are under God’s curse.
2. Grace. Tell people that God loves us anyway, that He sent His Son to take on human flesh like ours to live and die and rise in our
place, that God pronounced the world not guilty because of Jesus.
3. Faith. Tell people that all of these good things – forgiveness, peace, spiritual life now, life forever – flow into our lives personally as
we believe in God’s wonderful promises and that the power and ability to believe are gifts that come from God through His Word
and the sacraments.
4. Works. Tell people that the Spirit of God Who comes to live in believers now enables them to live for God, that believers see
God’s ways as a delight and find joy in conforming to His will.
In His Service,
Pastor Erdman
“But with a man who belongs to an everlasting kingdom all is well and it is fitting that he should dance through life forevermore.”
— Martin Luther (1543)

Hi, Everyone!

St. Paul’s News & Notes

Okay, who has been fiddling with the thermostat? No, wait, I mean the calendar? How can we be in August already?
If you still have some things you want to do with the kids, you better get cracking because you know WHAT is just
around the corner!
We’ve been kept busy here on Wood Avenue in Nekoosa with a huge construction project. The gas company replaced
their lines and the city has contracted to replace all water and sewer lines. It’s torn up everywhere! It started the end
of May and is supposed to go through the end of October. You know it’s bad when even the Post Office won’t deliver
mail because it’s too dangerous for their mail carriers!
Anyway, how has your summer been going? Have you been enjoying some fresh produce? We’ve been blessed to be
able to do so.
Here at St. Paul’s we got a new ramp and landing platform installed. It turned out well and looks super! It was nice
to contract with a local family-owned company, too. Thanks to Ken and Bill for removing the old wooden ramp. It
served us for many years.
Not much is on the calendar except for the congregational meeting on the 1st and Ladies Aid/LWML on Monday the
9th at 6 p.m. Shelley will be our hostess. All ladies are welcome!
It seems there’s a huge shortage of workers at businesses everywhere, gas and utility prices that are going up, grocery
shelves that aren’t as full as they used to be; but do you know one thing there’s no shortage of… God’s mercy and
love! We’re being told every day to be afraid of one thing or another. As believers we don’t have to live a life filled
with fears and doubt. My faith is in God alone. Trusting in Him helps me to not be worried or anxious. Trust in Him
is not confusing, because it has no need to lean on it’s own understanding. Trust does not give up or panic. With
God’s help your peace is not dependent on the circumstances around you. With God’s help, you can have peace in
the midst of any storm. See: Psalm 40:4, Proverbs 3:5, John 14:27, Philippians 4:6,7 and James 3:18. Our faith grows
when we choose to apply God’s promises to today’s problems and use the experience to mature us for tomorrow’s
challenges.
Make it your goal for today: Start with Jesus
			
Stay with Jesus
		
End with Jesus
Until next time, please don’t neglect your Bible reading, prayer and attending church. They are all valuable tools for
staying “plugged” in to Jesus-and-don’t forget to look for something positive and uplifting in each day!
Deb

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Any dates that are wrong or names need to be taken off, please let Lisa Brockwell know

St. Paul’s Birthdays

St. James Birthdays

21st - Shelley Castellon

4th - Lily Belmonte
9th - Thomas Houy
13th - Stephanie Emanuel
15th - Tammy Erdman
Erin Smelcer
27th - Sandy Harry
31st - Tylinn Houy

St. James Anniversaries

St. Paul’s Anniversaries

None

2nd - Shelley & Dennis Castellon

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
2020-2022 Biennium Chaplain Scholarships for Medical Mission Trips $3000 Unfunded - Equip a Medical Mission

Team with a Chaplain, not only for the potential value of having a pastor in terms of evangelism, but also for the spiritual care of volunteers who are often facing the challenges presented by culture shock and the impression of poverty, calamity and disease.
We are having a LWML/Ladies Aide meeting on August 9th at 6 pm

Official Acts
St. James
Funeral - Alan Dale Hedman
Graveside Committal - July 25

St. Paul’s
None

A DEVOTIONAL MESSAGE FROM LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES
— “Here for Us”
Hebrews 11:6 - And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that He exists
and that He rewards those who seek Him.
Probably most people, at one time or another, have asked, “Where is God?” or “Does He care?”
Amazingly, both believers and non-believers ask this question, with some differences, of course.

For instance, a believer may not understand the Lord’s will or timetable, but he believes the Lord cares. Said another way, his
question might sound something like this: “Why hasn’t the Lord revealed Himself in a way that I am able to understand?”
In contrast, when a non-believer asks these questions, he may be saying there is no God, and if there is, knowing Him would
be impossible. Another way of showing his question might be this: “Why doesn’t God make Himself known to me by proving
it in a way that’s obvious?”
All in all, the difference between the two is this: in tough situations the believer accepts God’s wisdom and control. His prayer
is for patience, and to say as Jesus said, “Not My will, but Yours, be done” (Luke 22:42b). On the other hand, the non-believer
challenges God, neglecting to believe in Him unless he has irrefutable proof.
To make this practical, turn to the Gospels and take a look at two stories from Jesus’ life. The first is when He is with His disciples on the storm-tossed Sea of Galilee. In frustration, fear, and with a shaky faith, they come to Jesus saying something like
this: “Lord, if You cared about us, You’d do something about this storm.” That’s when Jesus stood up and silenced both wind
and wave with a word. At the same time, He rebuked His disciples for their lack of belief (see Mark 4:35-39).
A second instance of someone asking about Jesus’ concern comes from Golgotha. There, one of the malefactors turned to the
dying Savior and said, “If You really are the Christ (something the criminal doubted) then prove it by saving Yourself and us”
(see Luke 23:39-43). This man demanded a proof from God, unaware of the forgiveness God was offering. Scripture is silent
concerning his outcome.
I’ll leave you with a little story that may help show how God works in our lives.
It begins with a man whose barn had been struck by lightning and was burning. While the fire was being fought, the farmer
called his insurance agent. When he got no answer, he expressed his worry and frustration loudly enough for others to hear.
He then blurted out sharply, “Where is that insurance man when you need him!?”
At that moment, a volunteer fireman shouted down from a ladder: “I’m here, putting out your fire!”
Just like the Lord—acting on our behalf, working behind the scenes, and always doing the best for us.
Always.
THE PRAYER: Heavenly Father, when questions arise and I’m searching for answers, give me the faith to know that You
exist and are always here for us. In Jesus’ Name I pray. Amen.
Based on a sermon, “Thy Will, Not Mine,” by Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus, former Speaker of The Lutheran Hour
Randy Randall, Lutheran Hour Ministries Ambassador for St. James Lutheran Church

A Note From Sharon
After an overwhelming success total of $4,604.05 for the rummage sale at St
James, we would like to thank everyone who helped in any possible way. For
those who may have missed out we are sorry. One of the greatest benefits in
helping is the interaction and getting to know each other better as we work
together at these fundraisers. It is now on to our Salad Luncheon which will be
on Friday September 9 from 11-2pm along with any craft articles the ladies or
men wish to donate for sale. We will need a variety of salads, sandwiches, bars,
crafts, and drivers to make deliveries. Thrivent has approved a grant to help with
expenses. Please pass the word around and we anticipate with everyone’s help
that together with great teamwork and God’s help we will have a great day.

