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The Martyrdom of St. John the Baptist • Divine Service Setting Four (pg. 203ff) 

August 29, 2021 
Hymns: 518 (Sts 1, 24, 3), 608, 756 (Sts 1-2), 623, 598 

Pre-Service Prayers 
 

As We Gather 
 

The Martyrdom of St. John the Baptist  
“Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? By no means!” (Rom. 6:1–2). John preached the Law 
boldly against Herod’s adultery with Herodias. Choosing human honor over honesty, Herod served up John’s 
head on a platter to pacify Herodias’ conscience without the contrition and repentance of Baptism (Mark 6:17–
28). So John was “slain for the word of God and for the witness [he] had borne” (Rev. 6:9). John is Christ’s 
forerunner also in death; other fellow servants and brothers continue to be martyrs (witnesses) of Christ to this 
day (Rev. 6:11). Their deaths are “precious in the sight of the LORD” (Ps. 116:15) and so also to us, who 
celebrate even a beheading. Such is the confidence of the baptized! “Buried therefore with him by baptism into 
death,” we believe “we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his” also (Rom. 6:4–5). United 
to Christ, the Church’s Head, John can be confident that He will be reunited to His own at the Last Day. Even 
John isn’t really the forerunner, because Jesus has gone before us all: out of the tomb alive, the firstborn of 
those who sleep! 
 

Hymn of Invocation LSB 518 (Sts. 1, 24, 3) 

Confession and Absolution 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
  
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the 

body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our 



unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us 
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of 
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. 

Amen. 
 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all 

your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
Psalm Psalm 71:1–8 

1In you, O LORD, do I take refuge; 
 let me never be put to shame! 
2In your righteousness deliver me and rescue me; 
 incline your ear to me, and save me! 
3Be to me a rock of refuge, to which I may continually come; 
you have given the command to save me, for you are my rock and my fortress. 
4Rescue me, O my God, from the hand of the wicked, 
 from the grasp of the unjust and cruel man. 
5For you, O Lord, are my hope, 
 my trust, O LORD, from my youth. 
6Upon you I have leaned from before my birth; you are he who took me from my mother’s womb. 
My praise is continually of you. 
7I have been as a portent to many, 
 but you are my strong refuge. 
8My mouth is filled with your praise, 
 and with your glory all the day 

 
 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Kyrie  LSB 204 
C Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
Gloria in Excelsis  LSB 204 

C 1 To God on high be glory 
    And peace to all the earth; 



    Goodwill from God in heaven 
    Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth! 
    We praise and bless You, Father; 
    Your holy name, we sing— 
    Our thanks for Your great glory, 
    Lord God, our heav’nly King. 
  
2 To You, O sole-begotten, 
    The Father’s Son, we pray; 
    O Lamb of God, our Savior, 
    You take our sins away. 
    Have mercy on us, Jesus; 
    Receive our heartfelt cry, 
    Where You in pow’r are seated 
    At God’s right hand on high— 
  
3 For You alone are holy; 
    You only are the Lord. 
    Forever and forever, 
    Be worshiped and adored; 
    You with the Holy Spirit 
    Alone are Lord Most High, 
    In God the Father’s glory. 
    “Amen!” our glad reply. 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

O God, the source of all that is just and good, nourish in us every virtue and bring to completion 
every good intent that we may grow in grace and bring forth the fruit of good works; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

  
C  Amen. 
 

First Reading Revelation 6:9–11 
 9When [the Lamb] opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain 
for the word of God and for the witness they had borne. 10They cried out with a loud voice, “O 
Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before you will judge and avenge our blood on those who 
dwell on the earth?” 11Then they were each given a white robe and told to rest a little longer, until the 
number of their fellow servants and their brothers should be complete, who were to be killed as they 
themselves had been. 
  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 



 
Epistle Romans 6:1–5 

 1What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2By no means! How can 
we who died to sin still live in it? 3Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ 
Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in 
order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in 
newness of life. 
 5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a 
resurrection like his. 
  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Alleluia and Verse  
C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
C These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 
C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Holy Gospel Mark 6:14–29 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixth chapter. 
C  Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 14King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’ name had become known. Some said, “John the Baptist has 
been raised from the dead. That is why these miraculous powers are at work in him.” 15But others said, 
“He is Elijah.” And others said, “He is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.” 16But when Herod 
heard of it, he said, “John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.” 17For it was Herod who had sent and 
seized John and bound him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because he 
had married her. 18For John had been saying to Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s 
wife.” 19And Herodias had a grudge against him and wanted to put him to death. But she could not, 
20for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he kept him safe. When 
he heard him, he was greatly perplexed, and yet he heard him gladly. 
 21But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his nobles and military 
commanders and the leading men of Galilee. 22For when Herodias’s daughter came in and danced, she 
pleased Herod and his guests. And the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will 
give it to you.” 23And he vowed to her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give you, up to half of my 
kingdom.” 24And she went out and said to her mother, “For what should I ask?” And she said, “The 
head of John the Baptist.” 25And she came in immediately with haste to the king and asked, saying, “I 
want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” 26And the king was exceedingly 
sorry, but because of his oaths and his guests he did not want to break his word to her. 27And 
immediately the king sent an executioner with orders to bring John’s head. He went and beheaded him 
in the prison 28and brought his head on a platter and gave it to the girl, and the girl gave it to her 
mother. 29When his disciples heard of it, they came and took his body and laid it in a tomb. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C  Praise to You, O Christ. 

 



Hymn of the Day LSB 608 
 

Sermon  
 Mark 6:14-29; The Forerunner 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 
C Amen. 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Church (See Insert) 
 
Offering - Please sign the record of fellowship pad found in each pew so we know is worshipping with us 
today. As the offering is brought forward, congregation stands, singing: 
 



We Give Thee But Thine Own         
 LSB 781 (Sts 1-2) 
1. We give Thee but Thine own, 
    Whate’er the gift may be; 
All that we have is Thine alone, 
    A trust, O Lord, from Thee. 

 
2. May we Thy bounties thus 
    As stewards true receive 
And gladly, as Thou blessest us, 
    To Thee our firstfruits give! 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord 
gives into our mouths not only bread and wine, but his very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of 
sins and to strengthen our union with him and with one another. Our Lord invites to his table all who trust his words, 
repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves us, that they may show forth his 
death until he comes. Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm 
and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is professed at this altar, any who are not yet 
instructed, in doubt, or who hold confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, must first speak with the pastor or the elder. For those who 
are in need of non-alcoholic wine, that is provided in the middle of the tray. Also, if you are in need of a gluten-free 
wafer please speak to an elder or the pastor before the service. 

 
Preface  LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so 
freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to 
us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, 
giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and 
lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise 
again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus  LSB 208 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 



Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given 
Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 
  
In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the forbidden 
fruit, and You justly barred them and all their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great 
mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made 
His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him. 
  
We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Grant us 
Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the 
blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His body and blood. 
  
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to 
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 



 
Agnus Dei  LSB 210 

C 1  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
    You take the sin of the world away; 
    O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
    Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 
  
2  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
    You take the sin of the world away; 
    Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, 
    And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

 
Distribution Hymn LSB 756 (Sts. 1-2) 
Distribution Hymn LSB 623 
 
Nunc Dimittis   LSB 211 

C 1 O Lord, now let Your servant  
    Depart in heav’nly peace, 
    For I have seen the glory 
    Of Your redeeming grace: 
    A light to lead the Gentiles 
    Unto Your holy hill, 
    The glory of Your people, 
    Your chosen Israel. 
  
2 All glory to the Father, 
    All glory to the Son, 
    All glory to the Spirit, 
    Forever Three in One; 
    For as in the beginning, 
    Is now, shall ever be, 
    God’s triune name resounding 
    Through all eternity. 

 
Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and 
we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward 
You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 212 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 



Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Hymn to Depart  LSB 598 
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Our Gifts to God 
St. James – Attendance: 29 
Offering Plate (Envelopes & Loose):  $1250.00 
Sunday School:               $0.00 
Radio:                 $0.00 
Total:              $1,091.00 

St. Paul’s – Attendance: 21 
Offering Plate (Envelopes & Loose):    $366.00 
 
Total:                 $366.00 
 

 
Stewardship Thought 
Ephesians 5:6-7 – “Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of 
Deuteronomy 4:6 – “Keep them and do them, for that will be your wisdom and your understanding in 
the sight of the peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, ‘Surely this great nation is a 
wise and understanding people.’ ” There is no wiser, more fulfilling life than a life lived according to the 
Word of God. We should be encouraged by this when the world tempts us to think that the Word of God is 
harmful to us. Our Father loves us; so all His Word is meant to bless us. We may have to suffer for upholding 
the Word of God, as St. John the Baptist did. But the cross the Lord has for us to bear will be far better than 
any we would create for ourselves. 
 
Lectionary Readings to prepare for next week’s worship  
Isaiah 35:4-7a; James 2:1-10, 14-18; Mark 7:24-37 
 
Daily Readings for Week 35 (as found in The Lutheran Study Bible Two-Year Reading Plan) 
August 29: Divine Service  
August 30: 1 Chronicles 18:1-20:8 
August 31: 1 Chronicles 21:1-30 
September 1: 1 Chronicles 22:1-19 
 

September 2: 1 Chronicles 23:1-27:34 
September 3: 1 Chronicles 28:1-21 
September 4: 1 Chronicle 29:1-30 
 

Life Thoughts – The devil himself drove Herod to behead the Baptist. Satan sees Jesus in Christians and 
children. His vengeance attempts to slay anyone connected to the One who escaped the grave. Abortion’s 
become a spiritual battle, not just a political issue. Our only hope lies in leaning ourselves and every little one 
upon the Lord of Life (Psalm 71:6), from fertilization to forever as John did (Luke 1:41). 



Prayers for those in our family of faith and those close to us… 
St. Paul’s Members:
Those who are Homebound or in a Care facility
Eleanor Van Meter    

Those with Special Concerns
Denna Winters  
Mary Lou Trutt
Delores Smedbron

Loved Ones of the Congregation
Gregg Winters (son of Sharon Winters) 
Mary Shear (sister-in-law of Donna Klein) 
Glen Skibba
Leann Winters (wife of Dale Winters)
Karen Smedbron (daughter of Delores Smedbron)
Todd Wallender (son of Patsy Wallender) 
Ginny Links

 

Those who are persecuted for Christ’s Sake. 
Pastor Ryan and Emily McDermott & their family.

Remember in Prayer: If you have a prayer request for yourself or a loved one, or are hospitalized either by an 
emergency or by planned care, please inform Pastor Erdman as soon as possible by calling his cell 920-312-
2079, via his email pastor@stjamesnecedah.com or call the church office at 565-7252 and the information 
will be given to Pastor Erdman. Anyone who needs to reach Pastor Erdman, whether it is an emergency or 
non-emergency situation, please contact him by calling the church office at 565-7252 or his cell 920-312-2079. 

St. James Members: 
Those with Special Concerns
Alvina (nee Pollock) O’ Connor
Daryl Fabian
Vivian Elliott
MaryAnn Peterson 
Cyndy Smith 
Jameson Oens

Those Who Grieve For 
Craig Kueker

Loved Ones of the Congregation
Ed Kindschi (Sandy Harry’s Nephew-in-Law)                                                                                   
Ken Finke (Brother of Deb Ennis)
Donna Wick (Sister of Bill Gatzke) 
Daniel O’ Connor (Husband of Alvina O’ Connor)                                                                                                                                          
Edie Norling 
Darlene Oens (Christina Fischer’s Aunt)
Carrie Wilbanks (Friend of Veronica Nelson)             
Lisa Loosen (Friend of  Sandy Harry)
Billy Huebner (Sue McMurry’s step-son)                                                         
Vicki Rummel (Linda Randall’s Sister)
Kevin Yeager (Christina Fischer’s uncle)
Henry Pease (Friend of Christina Fischer)
Charles Reddick (Friend of Christina Fischer)
Paul Waibel (Friend of Bonnie Augustynowicz)
Christine Kunzemann (Sister of Vicky Maaske &      
Grace Miskimen)
Jennifer Gialluca (Friend of Bonnie Augustynowicz)
Ron Hansen (Brother of Joyce Hanson)
Scott Hendrickson (Brother of Lynne Oens)



Announcements 
Wednesday Worship: The final service for summer is September 1st at 5:30 with Holy Communion. 

Salad Luncheon & Craft Sale: Sept. 10 from 11am-2pm. Call 565-7252 THAT DAY for delivery within the 
village or a radius of 3 miles.  
Sign up sheets are near the kitchen. We always need paper grocery bags and please tell your friends! 
St. James Men and Women: Don't forget your items for the craft sale at the salad luncheon on Sept 10. Bird 
houses, Bird feeders, candles, Christmas decor, paintings, mounted photos, w/ bible verses are just a few ideas. 
 

Wanted: Choir Members-No prior training needed, only a love of music and a love of God. Rehearsal time 
9:30-10:10 AM Sundays. 
 
LWML Fall Rally: The Rally will be held October 23rd, registration at 8:30 am. They are collecting items for 
foster kids and school needs. There is a box in the Fellowship Hall for donated items. Items in need are: 
Backpacks, Chapstick, Deodorant, Diapers, Lice Kits (approx. $20) , Lotion, Sanitary Pads/Liners/Tampons, 
Shampoo/Conditioner, Socks (new, all sizes), Underwear (new, all sizes), Unisex Pants (sizes 10 and below.  
Preferably sweatpants or leggings), Winter Gloves (waterproof), Liner Gloves (for fall/spring).  
 

Mission Opportunities Short Term Ministries is also in need of Prescription Eyeglasses and Reading Glasses. 
 
Help Needed: There is a sign up sheet on the kitchen counter for Cyndy Smith. If you can help with a meal or 
deliver to Madison and have both Covid vaccines, please consider it. Please keep Cyndy and Milt in your prayers! 
 
Special Prayer: Please keep Vivian Kueker and her family in your prayers as her son Craig has passed away.  
 

Those Serving in Worship Today 
Worship Leader: Pastor Roger Erdman 
Organist: (SP) Mrs. Tracey Draper, (SJ) Mrs. Sharon Lutz 
SJ Elder for the Month (August): Fred Fischer III 
SJ Trustee for the Month (August): Don Ennis 
SJ Altar Care for the Month (August): Altar Guild Members 
SP Altar Care for the Month (August): Deb & Jim Winters 
SJ Radio Sponsors: Elmer Hornburg 
SJ Altar Flowers:  
 

Contact Information
Church Office: 1106 S. Main St. Necedah, WI 54646 
Telephone: 608-565-7252     Fax: 608-565-2410 
www.StJamesNecedah.com 
 

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs. 9:00 am - 2:00 pm 
 

Pastor: Rev. Roger Erdman 
Pastor@StJamesNecedah.com 
Office: 608-565-7252 
Cell: 920-312-2079 
 

Organists: Sharon Lutz & Tracey Draper 

Secretary: Lisa Brockwell 
Secretary@StJamesNecedah.com 

 

St Paul’s  
Worship: Sunday 8:00 am; Bible Study: 9:00 am 

 

St James  
Worship: Sunday 10:30 am, Wednesday 5:30 pm 
Sunday School (Sept.- May): 9:00 am 

Bible Study (Sept.- May): Sunday 9:15 am, Thursday 
1:30-3:00 pm 


