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Easter 4 • Divine Service Setting One (pg. 151ff) 

 April 25, 2021 
Hymns: 683, 709, 620 (Sts. 1-4), 710, 666 

Pre-Service Prayers 
 

As We Gather 
 

Jesus, the Good Shepherd, Lays Down His Life for the Sheep 
The Lord Jesus is “the good shepherd” who “lays down his life for the sheep” (John 10:11). His life is not taken 
from Him, but He lays it down willingly, of His own accord, because He knows and loves the sheep. As the One 
sent by the Father, He has the “authority to lay it down” and the “authority to take it up again” (John 10:18). So 
has He done, and now He continues to love and serve as the Good Shepherd of the sheep by the voice of His 
Gospel. He thus calls all people into the fold of His Church, so that there may be “one flock, one shepherd” (John 
10:16). That is why the apostles “were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the 
dead” (Acts 4:2). Since “there is salvation in no one else,” His voice rings out to this day through the preaching 
of His name, “for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved” (Acts 
4:12). His voice comforts our hearts against all condemnation and gives us courage to “love one another” and 
“to lay down our lives for the brothers,” as He laid down His life for us (1 John 3:16, 23). 
 
Hymn of Invocation LSB 683 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 
 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 



undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all 

your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Psalm Psalm 23 
1The LORD is my shepherd; 
 I shall not want. 
2He makes me lie down in green pastures. 
 He leads me beside still waters. 
3He restores my soul. 
 He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 
4Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with 
me; 
 your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
 you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
 and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 
 

Kyrie  LSB 152 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 

all let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now 
and will be forever. Amen 



This Is the Feast  LSB 155 
C This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are His. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day  
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the Shepherd of Your 
sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we hear the voice of our Shepherd we may know Him 
who calls us each by name and follow where He leads; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen.  
 

First Reading Acts 4:1–12 
 1As they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple and the Sadducees 
came upon them, 2greatly annoyed because they were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the 
resurrection from the dead. 3And they arrested them and put them in custody until the next day, for it 
was already evening. 4But many of those who had heard the word believed, and the number of the 
men came to about five thousand. 
 5On the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered together in Jerusalem, 6with Annas the 
high priest and Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7And 
when they had set them in the midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do 



this?” 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 9if we 
are being examined today concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by what means this man 
has been healed, 10let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by him this man is 
standing before you well. 11This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has 
become the cornerstone. 12And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under 
heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” 
  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Solo: Ali Oens “I am Jesus Little Lamb” 
 
Epistle 1 John 3:16–24 

 16By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the 
brothers. 17But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart 
against him, how does God’s love abide in him? 18Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in 
deed and in truth. 
 19By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our heart before him; 20for whenever 
our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and he knows everything. 21Beloved, if our heart 
does not condemn us, we have confidence before God; 22and whatever we ask we receive from him, 
because we keep his commandments and do what pleases him. 23And this is his commandment, that 
we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 
24Whoever keeps his commandments abides in him, and he in them. And by this we know that he 
abides in us, by the Spirit whom he has given us. 
  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Alleluia and Verse  LSB 156 
C Alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Holy Gospel John 10:11–18 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord.  
  
 11[Jesus said:] “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12He 
who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves 
the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13He flees because he is a hired 
hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know 
me, 15just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16And I 
have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So 
there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my 



life that I may take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have 
authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This charge I have received from my 
Father.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ.  
 

Hymn of the Day LSB 709 
 

Sermon 1 John 3:16-24; By This We Know Love 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 



Prayer of the Church 
 

Offering- Please sign the record of fellowship pad found in each pew so we know is worshipping with us 
today. Temporarily the offering is collected at the back of the sanctuary at both congregations 

Service of the Sacrament 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives 
into our mouths not only bread and wine, but his very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to 
strengthen our union with him and with one another. Our Lord invites to his table all who trust his words, repent of all sin, and 
set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves us, that they may show forth his death until he comes. 
Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy 
Communion is a confession of the faith which is professed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold 
confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the 
Sacrament, must first speak with the pastor or the elder. For those who are in need of non-alcoholic wine, that is provided in 
the middle of the tray. Also, if you are in need of a gluten-free wafer please speak to an elder or the pastor before the service. 

 

Preface  LSB 160 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are we bound to praise 
You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, 
who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His dying He has destroyed death, 
and by His rising again He has restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, 
Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and 
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 
You and saying: 

 

Sanctus  LSB 161 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 



Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created 

and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant 
joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His 
blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and 
strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood 
as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to 
celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. 
Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, 
honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to 
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini  LSB 163 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei  LSB 163 
C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 



Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
 

Distribution Hymn LSB 620 (Sts. 1-4) 
 

Distribution Hymn LSB 710 
 

Thank the Lord  LSB 164 
C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done. 

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. 
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy 
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and 
we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward 
You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen.  
 

Benediction  LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Hymn to Depart  LSB 666 
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Our Gifts to God 
St. James – Attendance: 31 
Offering Plate (Envelopes & Loose): $1,750.00 
Sunday School:               $5.00 
Total:              $1,755.00 

St. Paul’s – Attendance: 11 
Offering Plate (Envelopes & Loose):    $421.00 
 
Total:                 $421.00 
 

 

Stewardship Thought 
John 10:14 – “I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me.” What does it mean to 
know the Lord? It starts with being known by the Lord. He claims us as His own and calls us by name. Then, 
once we are His, we learn to know Him. In knowing Him, we learn to imitate Him. That is how the Christian 
life of good works and generosity grows from the Lord’s grace. 
 
Lectionary Readings to prepare for next week’s worship  
Acts 8:26-40; 1 John 4:1-21; John 15:1-8 
 
Daily Readings for Week 17  (as found in The Lutheran Study Bible Two-Year Reading Plan) 
Apr 25: Divine Service  
Apr 26: Deuteronomy 27:1-26 
Apr 27: Deuteronomy 28:1-68 
Apr 28: Deuteronomy 29:1-29 
 

Apr 29: Deuteronomy 30:1-20 
Apr 30: Deuteronomy 31:1-29 
May 1: Deuteronomy 32:1-32:52 
 
 

Life Thoughts – Mark’s Gospel makes known how the Lord loves all lives and every body. His appearing as 
embryo and baby (2 Timothy 4:8) has shown us His strong arm (Isaiah 52:10) and His gentle heart. And this 
good news makes humankind beautiful from head to heel (Isaiah 52:7)—no matter how small or how frail we 
may be! 
 
 

Announcements 
(SJ) Sunday School: Cancelled for the remainder of the year. 

Confirmation Class will be held in classroom at St James on Saturday, May 8th and posted to Facebook  

(SJ) Silent Auction: Thanks to all who entered bids for the Easter Silent Auction. Proceeds were $87.50. 
    Thank you to everyone who helped with our Lenten Project, bringing items for our basket auction in June. 
 

Radio Sponsorship Appreciation: Thank You to all who in any way contribute to the radio sponsorship for the 
broadcasting of the Sunday worship services at St. James. Your efforts are truly appreciated in support of this 
ministry, as there are many who rely on this media means to be a part of the Divine Service. Sponsorship for a given 
Sunday is $35.00. Payment for a given Sunday (or multiples) can be in cash or a check, payable to St. James 
Lutheran Church. May this ministry be to the praise, honor, and glory of God. St. James Board of Evangelism. 



Prayers for those in our family of faith and those close to us… 
St. Paul’s Members:
Those who are Homebound or in a Care facility
Eleanor Van Meter    

Those with Special Concerns
Denna Winters  
Mary Lou Trutt
Delores Smedbron

Loved Ones of the Congregation
Gregg Winters (son of Sharon Winters) 
Mary Shear (sister-in-law of Donna Klein) 
Glen Skibba
Leann Winters (wife of Dale Winters)
Karen Smedbron (daughter of Delores Smedbron)
Todd Wallender (son of Patsy Wallender) 
Ginny Link

 

Those who are persecuted for Christ’s Sake. 
Pastor Ryan and Emily McDermott & their family.

Remember in Prayer: If you have a prayer request for yourself or a loved one, or are hospitalized either by an 
emergency or by planned care, please inform Pastor Erdman as soon as possible by calling his cell 920-312-
2079, via his email pastor@stjamesnecedah.com or call the church office at 565-7252 and the information 
will be given to Pastor Erdman. Anyone who needs to reach Pastor Erdman, whether it is an emergency or 
non-emergency situation, please contact him by calling the church office at 565-7252 or his cell 920-312-2079. 
 

St. James Members: 
Those with Special Concerns
Alvina (nee Pollock) O’ Connor
Daryl Fabian
Linda Randall
Vivian Elliott
MaryAnn Peterson
Joey Awe 
Gerry Ganther
Sandy Kriese

Those Who Grieve For
Gertrude Kirtz 
Karen Roy (Friend of Bonnie Augustynowicz)

Loved Ones of the Congregation
Judy Ahlers (sister of Deb Ennis)
Dave and Judy Berna (family of Gert Kirtz)
Marylin Fuss (Megan’s friend)
Ed Kindschi (Sandy Harry’s Nephew-in-Law)                                                                                   
Ken Finke (Brother of Deb Ennis)
Donna Wick (sister of Bill Gatzke) 
Delaney Kraemer (Friend of the Fischer Family)                                                                 
Daniel O’ Connor (husband of Alvina O’ Connor)                                                                                                                                          
Edie Norling 
Darlene Oens (Christina Fischer’s Aunt)
Laudon Reddick (Friend of Christina Fischer)
Eric Faulkner (Lindy & Joyce Hanson’s grandson)                               
Beverly Shong (Friend of Sharon Lutz)                                                                                                          



Those Serving in Worship Today 
Worship Leader: Pastor Roger Erdman 
Organist: (SP) Mrs. Tracey Draper, (SJ) Mrs. Sharon Lutz 
SJ Elder for the Month (April): Fred Fischer III 
SJ Trustee for the Month (April): Sandy Harry 
SJ Altar Care for the Month (April): Altar Guild Members 
SP Altar Care for the Month (April): Denna Winters & Tracey Draper 
SJ Radio Sponsors: Mike and Deb Belmonte 
SJ Altar Flowers:  
 

Special Needs 
• At this time the VA is not accepting donations 
• Necedah Food Pantry – Any non-perishable food items 
 

Contact Information 
Church Office: 1106 S. Main St. Necedah, WI 54646 
Telephone: 608-565-7252     Fax: 608-565-2410 
www.StJamesNecedah.com 
 

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs. 9:00 am - 2:00 pm 
 

Pastor: Rev. Roger Erdman 
Pastor@StJamesNecedah.com 
Office: 608-565-7252 
Cell: 920-312-2079 

 

Secretary: Lisa Brockwell 
Secretary@StJamesNecedah.com 

 

Organists: Sharon Lutz & Tracey Draper 
 

St Paul’s  
Worship: Sunday 8:00 am 
Bible Study: 9:00 am 

 

St James  
Worship: Sunday 10:30 am, Wednesday 5:30 pm 
Sunday School (Sept.- May): 9:00 am 
Bible Study (Sept.- May): Sunday 9:15 am, Thursday 1:30-3:00 pm 

 



Fourth Sunday of Easter
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people  
according to their needs. 
Tender Shepherd, lead us. Guide us through green pastures. Bring us to still 
waters. With your staff snatch us from all harm. With your rod direct our steps 
away from danger. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
All we like sheep have gone astray. We become separated from the flock and in 
our aloofness fall prey to the wiles of Satan. We are so consumed with self- 
concern, so little caring for the needs of others, that suddenly we are friendless 
and in isolation. We fall victim to our foolishness and naiveté. Always the devil 
lurks like a stalking lion, ready to pounce on our smallest blunder. We need 
your wise counsel and your guidance every passing hour. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We give thanks to you, O Savior, that you are our true and faithful Shepherd. 
Others who would lead us are themselves so filled with self-concern that they 
do for us what serves them best. But you are our true Shepherd; you have 
sacrificed all that we might have life and have it more abundantly. You call us 
by our names. We hear and recognize your voice. We come to you and through 
you to eternal life. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Tender Shepherd, call all to you who labor and give them peace. In our own 
flock are those who especially need your kindness and your help: _______ and 
________. Hold them safely in your arms. Guide them away from harm and 
danger. Lead them to nurture. Restore them and show yourself again a Tender 
Shepherd.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Now to you and to your Father who has sent you and to the Holy Spirit who 
has called us to be your flock be all our homage. We praise you and adore you, 
Shepherd King. Amen. 




