
ADVENT 4, DECEMBER 20, 2020          Rev. Roger A. Erdman 

Lectionary Readings: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Psalm 89:1-5; Romans 16:25-27; 

Luke 1:26-38 

Sermon Title: Waiting with worship 

Prayer: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of [our] heart[s] be 

acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, [our] Rock and [our] Redeemer.  (Psalm 

19:14) 
Salutation: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  (Ephesians 1:2) 

Text: The Word from God through which the Holy Spirit comes to stir our 

hearts for the Fourth Sunday in Advent is from our Old Testament Reading: 

2 Samuel, chapter 7. 

Introduction: Dear friends in Christ, as you all are well aware, Christmas 

commercials and music began filling the airwaves in early November.  Then of 

course there are the frantic, enthusiastic shoppers purchasing Christmas gifts, 

typically beginning on Black Friday.  But here we are on this the Lord’s Day less 

than a week away from Christmas Day, setting in front of the Lord’s altar.  Why do 

I make a point of mentioning these things?  

The point is that, amid the Christmas hubbub, you have chosen to take time out and 

join worshipers albeit in person, radio broadcast, or Facebook streaming to gather 

before our Lord’s altar in this quiet, sacred place: 

• Since the First Sunday in Advent, we began our preparation for the celebration 

of the festival of the holy incarnation with “Waiting in Prayer.” 

• Then on the Second Sunday in Advent with “Waiting with Comfort.” 

• In the Third Sunday in Advent with “Waiting with Joy.” 

• And today, we “Wait with Worship.” 

So, as Advent comes to a close on Christmas Eve day, we will return to the Lord’s 

house to that evening to worship Christ, the newborn King.  In thinking of the 

festive Nativity of Our Lord, today’s Old Testament Reading isn’t going to get the 

press that the Christmas story gets.  Rightly so, we might say.  However, it’s a true 

story that took place nearly three thousand years in that:  

• It is an important story about King David, his pastor Nathan, and the king’s 

deep and genuine desire to give the Lord God the very best in worship. 

• It is a story that looks forward to and anticipates the incarnate Lord Jesus 

Christ, whose birth, life, death, and resurrection bring enduring and eternal 

peace to this fallen world. 
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I. For background, seven and a half years after being anointed king of Israel in 

Hebron, David defeated the Jebusites and made Jerusalem his new capital.  The 

Jebusites weren’t of the nation of Israel.  Rather, they were pagan Canaanites. 

Therefore, the question comes to mind: “How was David able to defeat the 

Jebusites (and his other enemies for that matter), and transform a Canaanite city 

into the heart and soul of a nation that consisted of twelve tribes?”  The Bible tells 

us: “David grew more and more powerful, the LORD, the God of armies, being 

with him” (2 Samuel 5:10 – An American Translation).  

Not only was God with David in his military campaigns, but God had also blessed 

David with an overabundance of personal possessions.  One day, King David 

looked out of the window of his new palace in Jerusalem and was struck by the 

fact that while he lived in luxury, the Lord still dwelt in a humble tabernacle. 

This being a theological issue, David talked to the prophet Nathan, his pastor.  In 

the words of our text: 

“The king said to Nathan the prophet, ‘See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, 

but the ark of God dwells in a tent.’  And Nathan said to the king, ‘Go, do all 

that is in your heart, for the LORD is with you’” (vv 2-3). 

If there’s one thing we could say about King David is that he was a builder: He 

built an army, a kingdom, a city, and a palace.  He was also a gifted composer and 

musician.  So, one can easily imagine David, busily working out plans for the new 

temple.  But that same night, the word of the Lord came to Nathan, instructing him 

to tell King David that he was not permitted to build the temple. 

This had to be a big disappointment to David.  David must have been devastated.  

Through the prophet Nathan, God told David: 

“I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel 

from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent for My 

dwelling. . . . I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, that you 

should be prince over My people Israel.  And I have been with you wherever 

you went and have cut off all your enemies from before you” (vv 6, 8-9a). 

II. Then the Lord told David what He would do for him in the future: 

“And I will make for you a great name.  I will give you rest from all your 

enemies.  You will not make a house for Me, but I will make a house for you—

a house which will last forever.  I will raise up your Offspring after you, Who 

shall come from your body, and I will establish His kingdom.  He shall build a 

house for My name, and I will establish the throne of His kingdom forever.  I 

will be to Him a Father, and He shall be to Me a Son.  When He commits 

iniquity, I will discipline Him with the rod of men, but My steadfast love will 

not depart from Him.  Your throne shall be established forever” (adapted 

from 2 Sam 7:9-16). 
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So, what did David do on hearing these words?  He went back to that humble tent 

in which dwelt the ark of the covenant.  He sat down before the Lord and prayed a 

beautiful prayer that was both a prayer of thanksgiving and a confession of faith.  

Remarkably, the contents of David’s prayer to the Lord (2 Samuel 7:18–29) are 

almost identical to what God told the prophet Nathan in his words to David. 

Thus, David simply said back to God what God had just said to him through 

Nathan.  In summary: 

• David thanked God for being with him thus far in his life as king. 

• David thanked God for redeeming His people Israel from Egypt and its gods 

with the promise that they would be His people forever. 

• David thanked God for promising to establish an eternal house for David. 

Then, on the basis of God’s words, David concluded his prayer by asking the Lord 

to bless him and his house so that it might continue in God’s presence forever.  The 

fulfillment of the Lord’s promise of an eternal kingdom and steadfast love would 

ultimately be fulfilled in the Child of Mary.  This Child, Who bore the iniquity of 

us all and in our stead, was disciplined with the rod of men and crucified. 
And so, we remember King David for many things.  But on this day, we remember 

him for how he responded to the disappointment of being denied the right to build 

a beautiful temple.  A temple worthy of the divine service of the one true Lord God 

of armies.  Before him was the ark and the manna of which Jesus spoke when He 

said: “I am the living Bread that came down from heaven.  If anyone eats of this 

Bread, he will live forever.  And the bread that I will give for the life of the world is 

My flesh” (John 6:51). 

So here you sit before the Lord’s altar.  Like King David, you have come before 

the Lord: 

• Here you sit, bringing your litany of disappointments, worries, sorrows, 

regrets, sin, and guilt, mixed with a litany of joys and blessings received. 

• Here you sit in God’s house, where His Word and Spirit give you the courage 

and strength to pray, give thanks, confess the faith. 

• Furthermore, you sit in God’s house to ask the Lord God to bless you, your 

family, and His Church so we may dwell in His presence forever. 

You see, in our Advent and Christmas worship, like David, we will say back to 

God what He has revealed to us through His saving deeds and Word.  In the Creed, 

prayers, hymns, and canticles, we confess and praise God for sending His Son to 

live, die, and rise again to make up for our sins and give us eternal life. 
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As our society becomes increasingly secular and pagan, we join David in the 

Lord’s presence before His altar.  Advent blue with its time for preparation, 

repentance, and joyful anticipation will soon give way to a truly white Christmas, 

when white paraments will decorate our altar.  Why “white”?  White, because it is 

a Christological celebration of our divine and holy Savior, Who brings to us His 

righteousness, holiness, and life eternal.  For the promise will be fulfilled.  It will 

not disappoint us. 

Conclusion: Yes, dear friends in Christ: HERE IS THE TRUE – AND NEVER 

DISAPPOINTING! – WORSHIP WE WAIT FOR GOD TO GIVE US. 

You see from Christmas, we look forward to a dark day on which the infant Whose 

birth we celebrate, will shed His blood and die for the sins of the world.  On that 

day, altars will either be stripped of all paraments or clothed in black.  But we do 

not call it Black Friday.  We call it Good Friday, and for good reason.  No, it will 

not disappoint us.  Yes, let us fill our minds with such images.  Rejoice and be 

glad! 

In the name of T Jesus, Who forgives all your sins.  Amen. 

 

To God alone the Glory! 


