
LENTEN MIDWEEK 5, MARCH 17, 2021                   Rev. Roger A. Erdman 
Readings: The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ: IV. The Praetorium; Psalm 102:1-
4, 24-28 

Sermon Title: The Praetorium 
Prayer: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of [our] heart[s] be 
acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, [our] Rock and [our] Redeemer.  (Psalm 
19:14) 
Salutation: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  (Ephesians 1:2) 
Text: The Word from God through which the Holy Spirit comes to stir our 
hearts this evening for Lent Midweek 5, is a reflection on the Passion History 
Reading: The Praetorium. 

Introduction: Dear friends in Christ, in our Passion Reading for this evening, it 
becomes obvious there’s no arguing with the Jewish religious leaders! 
• The facts don’t matter to them. 
• The truth is irrelevant to them. 

I. Even though Jesus has preached God’s Word faithfully, healed the sick, cast out 
demons, raised the dead and has forgiven sins, the religious authorities hate Jesus.  
They have one agenda.  That agenda is: “We must get rid of Jesus!  And we must do 
it by any means necessary.” 
These people have been trying for three years to get rid of Jesus!  Yet, repeatedly 
over the course of time Jesus had said to the disciples: “My hour is not yet come” 
(John 7:30; 8:20). 
But now, the time has come (John 17:1), as Jesus comes to His cross: 
• The chief priests have paid off Judas to betray Him. 
• The chief priests and Pharisees have Jesus arrested and brought to trial, first to 

Annas and then to Caiaphas the high priest to condemn Him, deserving death. 
• However, because only the occupying Romans could carry out the death 

sentence, the Jewish leaders waste no time sending Jesus off to the governor’s 
palace. 

Once they have Jesus in the governor’s hall of judgment, they go for the jugular.  It’s 
as if this Jesus is the worst person Who has ever lived!  The charges are outrageous: 
“We found this fellow perverting the nation and forbidding us to pay taxes to Caesar, 
and saying that He Himself is Christ, a king.  He’s a menace!  He’s a troublemaker.  
He stirs up people like an insurrectionist!” 
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Of course, none of the charges are true: 
• All of the charges are made up. 
• The charges are nothing but lies. 

However, it doesn’t matter. 
So over and over, even against the governor’s reasonable judgment and ruling, the 
Jewish leaders and people scream at the top of their lungs: “Crucify Him!”  Yes, 
crucify Jesus even if it means allowing the governor to pardon a well-known but 
brutal terrorist named Barabbas. 
So, Pilate upon seeing that he was getting nowhere in releasing Jesus, and that the 
mob was on the verge of a total riot, he gives in to the haters of Jesus: 
• He releases Barabbas the cold-blooded murderer and anarchist. 
• He orders innocent Jesus to be flogged and then hands Him over to be crucified 

on a cross. 
This is utterly incredible!  Governor Pilate, the holder of earthly power – yet power 
given to him from above is chosen to be the custodian of God’s wrath against the 
wrongdoer (Romans 13:4).  However, he refuses to use this power to protect Jesus 
Whose innocence he has confessed three times! 
So, what does the divinely appointed guardian of truth and justice do?  He shrugs 
off his responsibility with a cowardly, skeptical: “What is truth?”  Then he hands 
over the incarnate grace and truth of God “to be crucified.”  
II. What do we make of all this?  All this takes place for your salvation.  You see, 
here, Jesus suffers this injustice and endures all this sin committed against Him at 
the governor’s headquarters.  But there’s more to it.  This suffering Jesus suffers at 
the hands of Pontius Pilate and the Jewish leaders and people includes, the sin of the 
world from beginning to end to save you, me, and the world. 
So, the cowardly, Governor Pilate washes his hands of Jesus, knowing that He is 
innocent by saying: “Behold the man!”  Yes, behold this Man Jesus!  For: 
• He is the God-Man on Whom the sin of the world is laid. 
• He goes to the cross bearing the world’s sin in His body. 
• He is totally innocent. 
• He is totally sinless. 
• He is totally holy. 
• And yet for you and for your salvation: 

o He carries all sin. 
o He gets treated as the sinner and willingly receives all its hellish penalties of 

damnation. 
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However, as God uses the evil of the Jewish leaders and Pontius Pilate to have Jesus 
crucified, it is for your good.  You see: 
• If Jesus doesn’t go to the cross for you, then you are not saved. 
• If Jesus doesn’t take all your sin and answer for it, then you will have to. 

And that, of course would be hellacious!  For you cannot save yourself.  That means 
you are condemned forever to the eternal fire of hell. 
You see, for your salvation, there is only One Truth, one Reality, namely, the truth 
embodied in Jesus Christ: 
• As the Word from eternity, He created all that we see as real. 
• As the One sent from the Father, He came to restore the truth of God’s love and 

salvation for all. 
• As the Way, the Truth, and the Life (John 14:6), He came to bring us into God’s 

kingdom and to send His Spirit of truth to keep us in His way. 
Therefore, we listen to Jesus.  In our human wisdom we cannot comprehend absolute 
truth in the person of the Word made flesh.  Left to ourselves, we must always doubt 
we have the truth and scoff at those who claim they do.  But in Christ Jesus, through 
His Word and Spirit, we become convinced. 
Conclusion: Therefore, dear friends in Christ, believe Jesus has taken away all your 
sin!  Behold your king!”  For: 
• He is Jesus! 
• He is the Savior! 
• He is the Savior for you at the Praetorium and on the cross! 

In the name of T Jesus, Who forgives all your sins.  Amen. 
 

To God alone the Glory! 


	Introduction: Dear friends in Christ, in our Passion Reading for this evening, it becomes obvious there’s no arguing with the Jewish religious leaders!
	 The facts don’t matter to them.
	 The truth is irrelevant to them.

