A View From the Tower
SUNDAY WORSHIP
ENGLISH - 9:00am
Communion 1 s t & 3 r d Sundays
SUNDAY LEARNING HOUR
10:30am to 11:15am
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POINSETTIAS
Help Beautify the Altar to Celebrate the Birth
of Jesus Christ by purchasing poinsettia(s).
Each poinsettia is $8.50. Envelopes to order
are available in Narthex. To have your dedications printed, you will need to complete
and return envelope(s) by 12/11. If you do not list a dedication, we
will assume you do not have one, you will be listed as a participant. Important to indicate if you will take home, pick up or donate
each poinsettia. Purchases can be made thru 12/18 however, we
will not be able to print dedications or participants after 12/11. If
you have questions, call Sharen at 602-944-2859.
MEN SERVING GOD
SATURDAY, DECEMBER10 & 24, 2016
CAFÉ - 6:45 AM
JOSEPH, CARPENTER OF STEEL
6:45 Breakfast & 7:00 Bible Study. This four-session Bible study
about Joseph, the foster-father of Jesus is designed to fit into the
Christmas season, regarding Joseph’s struggle over what to do
when he discovers Mary is pregnant with a child he knows isn’t
his…Now what? We look at a common, ordinary carpenter. Like
countless guys before and after him, he lived his life in obscurity,
working hard to support his family and do his part in his
community. He may not have worked with steel, but as we will
see, Joseph was a carpenter with the character, courage and
strength of steel.

FLOWERS - PRICE : $30 EACH ORDER
1. Sign up for your flowers. Calendar will be
available Sunday, December 11th in the
church’s lobby.
2. Make check payable to Christ the
Redeemer Lutheran Church. Submit it the
Sunday prior to the day you want your flowers.
3. The check can then be placed in the Sunday offering in an
envelope marked “Flowers”. Please be sure to also write
“Flowers” in the memo area on your check!
4. Contact Gabriela at 623-934-3286, should you have a special
dedication request or wish a specific flower color.
5. Please make sure to take your flowers AFTER THE SERVICE.
For any other pick up arrangements contact the office and let
them know. Thank you!

December 2016
Christ the Redeemer
Lutheran Church
8801 N 43rd Avenue
Phoenix AZ 85051
623.934.3286
ctrlutheran@ctr.phxcoxmail.com
www.ctrlutheran.org

AT
What’s New?

CHAPEL
DEC 16

Thursdays at 10am
4pm - 6pm ~ Café
(Kids, Parents & Staff)

Meal & Crafts
Open to the Congregation
DEC 16
6pm –6:30pm ~ Church
Christmas Program
6:30pm-7:30pm ~ Café
Hot Chocolate & Cookies
DEC 26
CLOSED
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TIME OF GRACE
HELP ME JESUS:
Stay Positive
Keep Forgiving
Never Give Up
God From God,
Light from Light

STATION

12.4.16
12.11.16
12.18.16
12.25.16

CHANNEL

KASW
KPAZ
KASW
KPAZ
KASW
KPAZ

61
21
61
21
61
21

DAY & TIME
Sundays 7:00 A.M.
Thursdays 1:30 P.M.
Sundays 7:00 A.M.
Thursdays 1:30 P.M.
Sundays 7:00 A.M.
Thursdays 1:30 P.M.

THE LUTHERAN HOUR

ZUMBA
Zumba classes are
Monday thru Friday at
8:30am in the Music
Room.
For more info contact
Lirio Vázquez at
623.419.9352

December 4
"Wait Until He Comes!"
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev.
Dr. Gregory Seltz
A broken world waits, yearns,
and hopes for restoration.
Jesus has already done
everything to make that
restoration a reality.
(Isaiah 11:1-10)
December 11
"Let the Adventure Begin"

Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev.
Dr. Gregory Seltz
In Christ, all of life is an
adventure, one that is full of
His promise and hope.
(Isaiah 35:1-10)
December 18
"Peace On Earth, Peace
That Lasts"
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev.
Dr. Gregory Seltz
What is the key to real and

lasting peace on earth?
Jesus, God with us.
(Matthew 1:18-25)
December 25
"What We Really Want"
Speaker Emeritus of The
Lutheran Hour: Rev. Dr. Ken
Klaus
What do you want this
Christmas? Jesus is God's
greatest gift to a sinful world.
(Galatians 4:4-5)

LUTHERANS FOR LIFE
BRAILLE
The group of Braille
meets every
Thursday
9am-12pm
in the Fellowship
Hall

PRAYER TEAM
The prayer will
meet every
Saturday at 9:00am
in the Office

December 4
Second Sunday in Advent
Only knowledge that God
Himself lives in human hearts
like shoots from a stump
(Isaiah 11:1) and leads like a
little child can keep people
from hurting and destroying
( Isaiah 11:6) . In our
repentance He brings us near
His kingdom (Matthew 3:1-2)
of encouragement and
harmony (Romans 15:5), and
those the world calls lifeless
stones He claims as His dear
children (Matthew 3:9). God of
hope, fill us with Your joy and
peace. Amen.
December 11
Third Sunday in Advent
Jesus shines God’s attention
and showers His assistance
upon blind and deaf, lame and
leprous, unresponsive and
impoverished persons

(Matthew 11:5), even though
it earns Him opposition
(Matthew 11:12). Better that
we should patiently (James
5:10-11) endure violence
against us as His kingdom
than that any unborn,
impaired, overlooked, elderly,
or otherwise vulnerable suffer
death. O God our Lord, come
and ransom every uncertain
heart into everlasting joy.
Amen.
December 18
Fourth Sunday in Advent
Had Mary and Joseph
foreseen only unplanned
pregnancy’s sufferings, they
may have chosen death.
Instead, God’s promises
focused their faith on what
goodness Jesus brings from
impossible predicaments. He
showed His self-sacrificing
love in theirs and shared

peace, meaning, healing,
hope, and salvation with all
humankind. Incarnate Love,
redeem our mistakes and
sanctify our misery. Amen.
December 25
Festival of the Nativity of
our Lord
The Word first became flesh
(John 1:14) as an invisible
embryo. He made Himself
every way like us and with
us, bearing even our
weaknesses through death
to bestow His glories
beyond imagining. No state
of human development and
no stage of human decline
is not exalted by Christ’s
ongoing presence. Mighty
Deliverer, consecrate our
hopeless circumstances by
Your incarnate mercy.
Amen.
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PRAISE & PRAYERS
Cobra requests prayer that God
would provide safe travel to her
grandchildren, Jeremiah and Anyiss
Z and her son, Nathaniel, as they
return to their homes following a
blessed Thanksgiving visit. Psalm
18:2
♦ Connie B requests prayer that the
Lord would bless her with
successful cataract surgery this
Wednesday and for healing after
the surgery. Isaiah 58:8
♦ Barb D. prays for her cousins RW
and Peggy C. We pray for their
healing and ongoing medical
issues. Jeremiah 17:14
♦ Tom C praises the Lord for getting
through the illness he was battling.
Isaiah 38:16
♦ Gail C. prays for her mom JoAnn K
healing from cancer surgery. Psalm
103:1-5
♦ Marge F is praying for her
daughter, Amy R, asking for
comfort from stress in her training
in Dallas. Romans 8:24-27
♦ We pray that John M’s surgery for
his back goes well. Proverbs 1:5
♦ Kevin FB prays for his mother,
Gina. She has an infection that
needs healing. Psalm 119: 49-51
♦ Vicki M praises the Lord for His
traveling mercies provided for
Michelle, Andres and the Maaske
family during the Thanksgiving
holiday. Psalms 91:1-2
♦ We pray that Mike’s medical tests
go well. Exodus 23:25
♦ Sylvia N. asks that God, put your
healing hands on my test results,
that they come back well. Mark
6:5
♦ Tom C. prays for good test results
from the colonoscopy. And that
they pronounce him cancer free.
Psalm 113:1-3
♦ Gina B. prays for her Aunt Candy,
who fell at work and will need
surgery. Psalm 69:29-30
♦ We pray for Rick F. friend David M.
that he does well his last year in
school and finds satisfying work
after graduation. Philippians 2:16
♦

Gina and David B give thanks and
praise to the Lord for bringing her
through her illness and returning
her to home from the hospital;
pray for continued healing. Psalm
146:5
♦ Ed and Jo give thanks to God for
the strength He has given them;
pray that illness does not interfere
with their service. 2 Corinthians
9:12-14
♦ Silvia N requests prayer for God to
bless her daughter, Katie, during
the CT scan and MRI this week and
for good test results. Numbers
6:24-26
♦ Gerri C requests prayer that the
Lord would relieve her son, Jason,
from the stomach pain he has and
that it is not cancer. Psalm 143:1
♦ Pray that God would provide Eric
with strength and courage as he
continues chemotherapy.
Deuteronomy 31:6
♦ Pray to the Lord for strength and
peace for all those suffering from
cancer and other sicknesses.
Romans 15:13
♦ Barb E thanks God for her
grandson, Tanner, as they
celebrate his tenth birthday. Psalm
89:15-17
♦ Pray for the Lord to bless Marge F
and Barb E as they remember Ray
on his birthday. Revelation 21:3-4
♦ Pray that God would bless Marge
with successful eye surgery on
Thursday and for healing. 3 John
1:2-3
♦ Priscilla requests prayer for the
Lord to bless and heal her
daughter, Sharon, as she is having
kidney problems. Revelation 22:13
♦

Ottie E. says her friend’s 2 year old
daughter is having eye surgery on the
11-23-16. Please pray for a fast
recovery and that everything goes well.
Her name is Brooklyn. Matthew 9:2930
♦ Gerri C gives thanks and praise for all
the blessings the Lord has bestowed on
their son, Jason. May the Lord continue
to bless Jason. Psalm 9:1-2
♦ John and Mary praise the Lord for
blessing their grandson, Chase, for
healing him from an injury and giving
him strength to make it through the Air
Force basic training. Psalm 95:1-3
♦ Kevin FB requests prayer that God
would bring peace to his friend, Chris P,
and that the Holy Spirit would bring
Chris to know Jesus as his Lord and
Savior. Romans 15:13
♦ Pray that God would relieve Diane A
from back, neck and shoulder pain.
Psalm 4:1
♦ Kirsten A requests prayer that the Lord
would provide her uncle, Jeff W, with
strength and comfort as he has been
diagnosed with lung cancer. 2
Corinthians 1:3-5
♦ Jerry F requests prayer that God would
grant his friend, Ron M strength and
courage as he continues to go through
radiation and chemotherapy.
Deuteronomy 31:6
♦ Pray for the Lord to give Lu B strength
as she battles the side effects of
chemotherapy; also to heal her from a
urinary tract infection. 2 Corinthians
12:9-10
♦ Marge F requests prayer for her
daughter, Amy, that God would provide
safe travel to and from Dallas and to
bless her training while she’s there.
Psalm 62:6-8
♦ Florence M requests prayer for Gisela B
that the Lord would bless her heart
surgery to be successful. Isaiah 25:7-9
♦ Donna M requests prayer for Ally H that
the Lord would comfort her and family
as Ron H has gone to his final resting
place. Revelation 21:3-4
♦ David B requests prayer that the Lord
would restore the health of Stan P, his
niece’s father-in-law, who has suffered
a series of strokes. Luke 11:9-10
♦
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NARCOTICS
ANONYMOUS
MEETINGS
Monday thru Friday
7-9 pm
Saturday: 6-8pm
Christ the
Redeemer
Fellowship Hall

QUILTERS
December 13,
2016
9am—3pm
Fellowship Hall

GAMBLERS
ANONYMOUS
MEETINGS
Christ the
Redeemer
Rooms 1 & 2
ENGLISH
Tuesday
7-9 pm
Saturday
8-10 am
Sunday
3:30-5:30 pm
SPANISH
Tuesday & Thursday
7-9pm
Room 9

NEW H.O.M.E.
GROUP MINISTRY
LAUNCHING IN
2017
H.O.M.E. groups are:

Homes Open for Ministry and Encouragement
It was the practice of the first believers in Christ, following
Pentecost, to gather in small groups.
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching
and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to
prayer… All the believers were together and had
everything in common… Every day they continued
to meet together in the temple courts. They broke
bread in their homes and ate together with glad
and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the
favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their
number daily those who were being saved. (Acts
2:42-48)
The purpose of H.O.M.E. groups is to connect people into
groups of 8 to 10 who come together on a regular basis for a
common purpose and are led by an identified leader who
assists them in their progress toward full devotion to Christ by
intentionally providing an environment for connection,
community, and spiritual formation.
In order to accomplish this purpose, members and friends
of Christ the Redeemer will be organized around H.O.M.E
groups where people can:
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

Find friendship,
Be mentored in the Christian faith,
Understand and discuss the truth of God’s Word,
Identify and use their spiritual gifts, and
Provide care for one another

H.O.M.E. groups meet in the homes of members who live
in your neighborhood. Our desire is to reach our
neighborhoods for Christ and to connect as many people as
possible to a faith community. Groups can meet any day of
the week for no more than 90 minutes. The time and day is
determined collectively by the group.
H.O.M.E. groups are facilitated by H.O.M.E. group leaders
who are members of Christ the Redeemer and who have
been trained to lead a H.O.M.E. group. The H.O.M.E. group
leader is a person who sincerely cares for you, a person who
will help you learn how the Bible applies to your everyday life,
and a person who will encourage you to share your faith in
Christ with others you know.
If you have an interest in learning more about becoming a
H.O.M.E. group leader, sign up at the Welcome Desk and/or
contact Pastor Schoenback personally at 623-337-2568.
An orientation session providing detailed information
about the groups and becoming a leader will be held early
January 2017. Watch Sunday Bulletins for further information.

WORSHIP SUPPORT
SUNDAY & CHRISTMAS EVE
Ushers
Paul, Jane & Matthew
Wood
Christmas Day Lora Gerske, Barb Dixon
& Connie Baggesen
Greeters
Mel & Mary Runyon
Connie & Silvia Salazar
Christmas Day Everett & Tressa Glaub
Henry & Gerri Catalan
Welcome Desk Doris Milldebrandt
Christmas Day Peggy Boren
Audio & Video David Brewerton &
Rick Fisk
Readers
Communion
Richard Effertz
Christmas Day John Holdman
Non-Comm.
Tom Carpenter
Christmas Day Tom Carpenter
Comm. Asst
Richard & Sharen Effertz
Christmas Day John & Mary Holdman
Altar Guild:
Dec
4
Dec
18
Dec
24
Dec
25

Mary & Gerri
Vicki & Candace
Sharen & Gerri
Sharen

Scripture Readings
Dec
4
Dec
11
Dec
18
Dec
24
Dec
25

Romans 15:4-13
James 5:7-11
Romans 1:1-7
Titus 2:11-14
Hebrews 1:1-6

BIRTHDAYS
David Gazinski
Candace Rowland
Lawrence Gerske
Theresa Remtula
Jim Massey
Don Schoenback

12/20
12/21
12/22
12/23
12/27
12/29

ANNIVERSARIES
Lawrence & Lora Gerske
Paul & Jane Wood
Fran & Gail Coulthard

12/14
12/16
12/29

Christmas

Merry
COMING IN DECEMBER
Thursday

1

12:00 pm

Advent Service I

Sanctuary

Saturday

3

9am-12pm

Membership Class

Library

Sunday

4

10:00 am

Voters Assembly

Sanctuary

Wednesday

7

7:00 pm

Advent Service II

Sanctuary

Thursday

8

12:00 pm

Advent Service II

Sanctuary

Saturday

10

6:45 am

MSG

Café

Wednesday

14

7:00 pm

Advent Service III

Sanctuary

Thursday

15

12:00 pm

Advent Service III

Sanctuary

Friday

16

6-7:30 pm

BLC Christmas Program

Sanctuary & Café

Saturday

24

6:45 am

MSG

Café

Saturday

24

7:00 pm

Christmas Service

Sanctuary

Sunday

25

10:00 am

Advent Service

Sanctuary

Monday

26

CHURCH OFFICE & BLC WILL BE CLOSED

For a full schedule go to Christ the Redeemer’s website www.ctrlutheran.org

BEACON LEARNING CENTER CHRISTMAS PROGRAM ~ FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2016
EVERYBODY IS WELCOME!
Christmas Program - Performance by children ages 2-6 years old ~ 6pm –6:30pm ~ Church
Hot Chocolate & Cookies ~ 6:30pm-7:30pm ~ Café
CHURCH OFFICE AND BEACON LEARNING CENTER WILL BE CLOSED
Due to the Holidays, the church office and Beacon Learning Center will be closed:
Monday, December 26, 2016 and
Monday, January, 2017

