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Popular Hymns and Their History 

Amazing Grace, John Newton (1779) 

The author of the hymn was, by his own admission, a 
“wretch.”  He was a slave trader, a blasphemer, a rebel, an im-
moral man, a torturer, and as far from grace as anyone could ever 
be. As a boy, John was captivated by the adventure and risk of life 
on the high seas. When he was eleven, young John Newton 
launched into that exciting life of voyaging, sailing, and living his 
dream. But the dream turned out to be a nightmare. Later in life he 
wrote, “I sinned with a high hand, and I made it my study to tempt 

and seduce others.” Newton lived a hard life with hard consequences. God got his attention 
though. In 1748, Newton’s slave ship was nearly wrecked by an intense storm. In the tem-
pest, surrounded by crashing waves, cutting winds, creaking timbers, and the cries of on-
board slaves, John fell to his knees and pled for mercy, and for grace. God’s grace, which 
reaches anyone, anywhere, saved a wretch like John Newton. Newton wrote the song 
years later while serving as a pastor in Olney, England. During America’s Second Great 
Awakening, the song was paired with its familiar tune and was widely used in camp meet-
ings and revival services.  

 

Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing, Robert Robinson (1757) 

Robert Robinson was only eight years old his father died, and was raised by his loving 
mother. In spite of Robert’s intellectual giftedness, he had a penchant for mischief. Robert’s 
mother sent him off for an apprenticeship when he was only 14. Instead of working and 
learning, Robert chose drinking, gambling, and carousing with the wrong crowd. Caught up 
in his reckless life, Robert and his friends decided to go to an evangelist meeting one night 
just to heckle the preacher. Sitting in that meeting, however, Robert felt as if the preacher’s 
words were meant for him alone. He couldn’t shake the feeling that God wanted him to 
surrender his life and serve him. When he was 20, Robinson gave his life to God and en-
tered the Christian ministry. At the age of 22, he wrote the song “Come Thou Fount,” for his 
church’s Pentecost celebration. It was written as his own spiritual story — a story of pursu-
ing pleasure and joy, and only experiencing it when “Jesus sought me.” Millions of believers 
can relate to Robinson’s testimony — “Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it,” and the glorious 
testimony, “O to grace how great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be!” 

 

How Great Thou Art, Carl Gustav Boberg (1885) 

It’s a prayer, a plea, and a declaration of God’s infinite greatness. This song was written by Carl Gustav Boberg, a 26-year old pastor 
in Sweden. As the story goes, Boberg was caught in a thunderstorm one Sunday afternoon after church. From his perch in the moun-
tains, Boberg watched as the storm swept in with a bolt of lightning and massive clap of thunder. The storm hurtled through the mead-
ows and grain fields, reverberating across the countryside with the sound of its astounding power. After the storm, pastor Boberg 
looked out his windows overlooking Mönsterås Bay. A rainbow spread across the sky, the birds were singing, the church bells were 
softy tolling, and Carl was overwhelmed by God’s power and majesty. The result was an outpouring of adoration and worship in the 
writing of the song, O Store Gud. The song made a circuit of translations, German, Russian, and English, and picked up a stanza from 
an English missionary Stuart K. Hine in 1949. Now, the song is sung by millions of Christians in dozens of languages, all praying the 
same heartfelt prayer of “humble adoration, “My God, how great Thou art!” 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iT88jBAoVIM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hps2_qf8hLk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ca1EEYayu4M


August 5 "And the Pursuit of Happiness" (Exodus 16:2-15; John 6:22-35) Speaker: Rev. Dr. Dale A. Meyer 
When the main goal in life is your happiness, you've turned in on yourself and away from others, especially God. Turn from yourself to Jesus 
and you'll know a peace that surpasses all understanding, and that is the basis for true lasting happiness. 

August 12 "Pigeonholed" (John 6:42) Speaker: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus 
Just when you think you are getting to know Jesus, He says something which can confuse. Today the world remains confused about God's 
Son, our Savior. That's because Jesus refuses to be pigeonholed by the world's desires or expectations. He's God's Son, Who has come to 
save humankind. Anything else, or different than this, is simply unacceptable. 

August 19 "In Your Light We See Light" (Psalm 36) Speaker: Rev. Dr. Dale A. Meyer 
Meditation is time to think, and Christian meditation thinks about God in the light of Jesus Christ. It is "a lamp to our feet and a light to our 
path." 

August 26 "What Is Best" (Philippians 1:9-10) Speaker: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus 
Far too many people assume there are differences in commercial products, political candidates and school systems, but these same people 
believe all religions are the same. Today we join with the Apostle Paul in praying people may discern what is best when it comes to their 
Savior. 

The Lutheran Hour can be found on the Web at www.lutheranhour.org, on XM’s Family Talk Radio (170)    Sundays at 1:00 pm (EST), and on KFNX (1100 AM) 
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Altar Guild:  
 August 5 Vicki & Terri  
 August 12 Mary 
 August 19  Candace & Vicki 
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Comm. Asst.: Gail Coulthard 
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Readers: 
 August 5 & 19 Gail Coulthard 
 August 12 & 26 Tom Carpenter 

Scripture Readings: 
 August 5  Ephesians 4:1-16 
 August 12 Ephesians 4:17-5:2  
 August 19 Ephesians 5:6-21  
 August 26  Ephesians 5:22-33  

  

WORSHIP SUPPORT 

BIRTHDAYS 

Florence Maaske 8/3 
Bruce Brown 8/4 
Gail Coulthard 8/4 
Elijah Taye 8/4 
Elena Ceron 8/10 
Francisco Nuñez Jr. 8/11 
Luisa Tamayo 8/12 
Everett Glaub 8/19 
Rosa Montoya 8/27 

Thomas & Helen Jones 8/26 
Terri & Vicki Maaske 8/26 
Robert & Cheryl Woods 8/30 

ANNIVERSARIES 
QUILTERS  

August 14, 2018 (9am—3pm) 
Fellowship Hall 

If you would like to join this ministry or have 
questions, contact Sally Ackerman: 623-930-0084 

MARRIAGE DATE NIGHT  
August 17th—7 pm 

 

On Friday, August 17, 2018 at 
7:00PM there will be a Marriage 
Date Night at Vineyard Church - 

North Phoenix. The lineup for this 
event includes Aspire’s Amberly Neese, Comedian and lead 

role from the movie “Extraordinary” Leland Klassen, and music 
by Christian recording artist Jonny Diaz. They hope you can join 

them for this amazing night of laughter and music with your 
spouse. Advanced tickets (1 ticket admits 2 people - 1 couple) 

General Admission: $35. 6250 W Peoria Ave Glendale, AZ 
85302. 

D-BACKS FAITH & FAMILY 
NIGHT 

 

Watch the Arizona Diamondbacks 
vs. Seattle Mariners on August 
24th at 6:40 p.m. with an hour 
long post-game concert with 

Mercy Me. A portion from every 
seat sold will benefit the Phoenix 
Dream Center. To purchase dis-

counted tickets, use offer 
code: Faith18.  

Location: Chase Field (401 E Jefferson St, Phoenix, AZ 85004 ) 

For more info go to: mlb.com/dbacks/tickets/concerts/faith-family 



Adult Learning Hour 
Café on Jordan’s Bank 
10:30-11: 




