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Shepherd’s
Voice       By  Gordon Bond

Those Serving in July

has always been 
purchased at a high 
cost.  In the last few 
years before his death, 

I heard my uncle recount his experiences in World War II at the Battle 
of the Bulge - terror, death, weariness, despair, biting cold, frostbite and 
wet clothes .... Americans ought never forget the price of our freedom.

Likewise, we Christians need to quicken our hearts to the high price 
paid for our spiritual freedom. Jesus’ coming, his life, and his death all 
testify to God’s incredible and sacrificial love to purchase us from law 
keeping, sin, and death. It is in this light that we read and hear Paul’s 
urgent pleadings to the Galatians to hold on to their freedom.  Galatians 
5:1,13  “For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do 
not submit again to a yoke of slavery.13 For you were called to freedom, 
brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, 
but through love serve one another”. (ESV)

Two great dangerous temptations have consistently confronted Jesus’ 
followers.  The first form of slavery is law keeping as the basis of righ-
teousness. This is sometimes called legalism. This is not to be confused 
with Christian obedience, which arises out of our sense of love and 
appreciation for the salvation given us by grace.  Law keeping becomes 
our way of identifying ourselves as better, more saved, more holy, and 
more righteous than others. The problem with law keeping, Paul told 
the Galatians, is that if you break any law, then you are a lawbreaker, 
guilty of all the law. While the Old Testament Law was good and holy 
in that it pointed to the character God was seeking in the lives of his 
people, the law could only help us see how we failed to measure up to 
God’s holiness. We needed a Savior to pay for our sin and empower us 
to a new way of life. This new way of life is the way of the Spirit, not the 
written code, and is built on the righteousness of Jesus Christ (Romans 
8:1;  2 Corinthians 3:1-18). To go back to trying to justify ourselves by 
keeping the Law, any law, is to fall from grace and abandon the justifi-
cation that comes only through the sacrifice of Christ (Galatians 5:4). 
Paul went ballistic with those who were trying to make law keeping the 
basis of their Christian faith in the book of Galatians.

The second form of slavery is to simply say that we are saved by grace 
and then get caught up again in immoral and unrighteous living. This 
second form of slavery is called license. Jude warned about such teach-
ing and such people (Jude 1:4). While doing what our desires lead us 
to do seems like freedom, it is actually another form of slavery. Jesus 
warned that if we sin, then we become a slave to that sin (John 8:34). 
He came to liberate us from sin — not just our past sin, but from a life 
of sin in the here and now.       (Continued inside)

Minority
Report?

Has the time come that 
we, as Christians, and our 
views are now the Minority 
Report as far as the mor-
als, beliefs and values of 
our culture?  Recent events 

and rulings have brought this question to the forefront of 
many a discussion on what we now believe in America.  
I have resisted the push by many religious folks to believe the 
“sky is falling” and that we must “circle the wagons” in a last 
stand against the world.  Yet, 
you may have seen the poll I 
saw over the weekend, that 
59% of Americans support the 
Supreme Court Ruling, while 
38% oppose it.
Is it still just that the majority is silent, or have we fallen into 
the minority?  Is there simply a loud minority that looks like a 
majority, or is the shift as significant as it appears this week?
Our challenge is to “be the church” in the purest, biblical 
sense and to show Jesus to our neighbors and community.  
As we worship together over the rest of the summer we’ll 
talk more about what that should look like.      -Steve

FREEDOM

 Sunday Assignments:         July 5                                             July 12
Song Leader (1) Chad Hearne  (2) Daniel Hudgeons (1)  John Tooke  (2) Tim Stroud

Prayer/Opening (1)Johnnie Dexter (2)Greg Huff (1) Terry Fiddler (2)  Bill King,

Preside/Communion (1)  Alan Buchanan (2) Nathan Burrows (1) John Tooke (2) Steven Cooper

Scripture Reading (1) Mitch Highfill (2) Harry Starnes (1) Marc LaRocca(2) Kent Vetsch

Prayer/Closing (1)Michael Ledbetter (2) Gordon Bond (1) Don Riddle (2) Mark Copeland

Cards (1)Stephen Chesshir(2) Conner Hudgeons (1) Hayden Wiles  (2) Kyle Hudgeons

Nursery (1st Service) Donna & Sarah Brantley Betty Ann Edwards, Cari Gilmer

Nursery (2nd Service) Sharon McGehee, Kerri Phillips, Jo Shelton Jocelyn Pendergist, Betty Ann Scaife, Metra Scaife

Ushers Ushers

 Sunday Assignments:        July 19                                          July 26
Song Leader (1) Chad Hearne  (2) Daniel Hudgeons (1) Carson Copeland  (2) Tim Stroud

Prayer/Opening (1) Brad Smith  (2) Matthew Mauney (1)  Russ Summers (2) , Jeremy Pumphrey

Preside/Communion (1) Derek Gilmer (2) Steven Hopewood (1) Marc LaRocca (2) Chris Meyer

Scripture Reading (1) Andy Messer (2)David Vondran (1) Mark Sexson  (2) Jacob Wesson

Prayer/Closing (1) Michael Ledbetter(2) Mike Baker (1)Don Riddle (2) Gordon Bond

Cards (1) Owen Wiles (2) Jansen Martin (1) Walker Woodard (2) Jake Tatom

Nursery (1st Service) Maynette Stroud, Kristen Woodard Lisa Mahan, Betty Riddle

Nursery (2nd Service) Tina Tribble, Rachel Wesson, Jan Cunningham Rose Davidson, LeAnne Griffin, Sarah Chivers

Sun. P.M. Communion Ushers Ushers

 Monthly Assignments: Wednesday Nights:
Communion 1st: Greg Barber, Bruce Brantley July 1 Young Boys

Cody Cagle, Jeff Hinton July 8 (S) Adam Bledsoe (P) Cody Sublett

Communion 2nd: Justin Akin, Sam Janski July 15 

Scott Jennings, Bryan McBride (S) Cody Sublett  (P) Ryan Overbay

Andy Pennington, Owen Koone June 22

Ushers 1st: Team John Holder (S) Noah Myers  (P) Jeremy Pumphrey

Ushers 2nd:         Team Tim Capps June 29

Greeters 1st: Allan & Jed Myers, Donnie VanCleve (S) Jed Myers  (P) Mark Vaught

Lonnie Cagle, Debbie Lambert July

Greeters 2nd: Clyde Anthony, Maleah & Nathan Burrows Food Coordinator - Sarah Ratzlaff
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Meeting Schedule
  Early Service ........... 8:15
  Bible Classes ............ 9:30
  2nd Service .............10:30
  Sunday Evening ....... 5:00
  Wednesday ............... 7:00

Email:  elders@r-c.org

Mike Baker
501.472.8197
mike@r-c.org

Gordon Bond
501.764.2219

gordon@r-c.org

Mark Copeland
501.327.4302
mark@r-c.org

Michael Ledbetter
501.269.3114

michael@r-c.org

Don Riddle
501.339.8084
don@r-c.org

Email: ministers@r-c.org

Steve Norris (Preaching)
501.499.1116
steve@r-c.org

Jonathan Colvin (Youth)
479.856.2121

jonathan@r-c.org

Andrew Sherrill (CCSU)
501.258.5192

andrew@r-c.org

Church Office: office@r-c.org

June Averages
Sunday Worship. . . . . . . .509
Sunday AM Class . . . . . . 276
Sunday Night. . . . . . . . . . 211
Wed. Bible Study. . . . . . . 249
Contribution. . . . . . . $15,797

BAPTISM

Please Keep Your Information Updated
info forms are on the website www.r-c.org

all forms are on the front page

Elaina Taylor
Daughter of Pamela Taylor 

June 30, 2015

Events for this calendar 
should be submitted 

by the 25th day of the 
month before the event.

Laurel Park - Monday, July 6th - 5:30
Bring the Kids - Hot Dogs Provided! iPHONE AND iPAD AVAILABLE

The new version of the APP starts 
at our mobile website with a tabs for 

audio files and the Directory.
Monday
5:30 
pm

www.r-c.org

26

12

Retiree’s Fellowship 
Wednesday, July 8th at 10am

Area-Wide Meeting 
July 12th - 17th 

7pm each evening
The 
TRUTH 

6th Annual Area-Wide Meeting 
July 12th - 17th,  7 pm each evening

UCA: DONALD W REYNOLDS PERFORMANCE HALL

5 BRIDAL SHOWER
for Caitlyn Necessary
At the Campus House

July 5th  2-4pm
Bride is Registered at Belk, Target, and 

Bed, Bath & Beyond.

19 Bethlehem House July 20th  Contact Debbie or Jessica Moreland 

Timothy’s Backpack
Timothy’s Backpack is a ministry providing backpacks and 

school supplies for the children at Southern Christian Home, as 
well as local families. Each backpack with supplies costs about 

$25. Our estimated need this year is $4,000. We need your help!

Money can be turned in to the church office. Supplies can be 
left at the Timothy’s Backpack table in the foyer. 

WBS Meets the 28th @ 10am Sm Aud.

Sun – The truth about the truth – Jason Almond, Oppelo
Mon – The truth about Jesus – George Hulett, Morrilton
Tue – The truth about Grace – Cody Bradford, Perryville
Wed – The Truth about the Church – Matthew Martin, Guy
Thu – The truth about the Second Coming – Ted Knight, Vilonia
Fri – The truth about Heaven & Hell – Jonathan House, Liberty

WEDDING SHOWER
for Lauren Bond

At the home of Sandy Norris
             July 19th 2-4pm

                         Bride is Registered at Dillard’s,                                   
 Target, Bed, Bath & Beyond.

We must not think we can go on recklessly 
sinning and casually depending on grace 
to cover our sin (Romans 6:1-2). In fact, 
when the Spirit is at work in us, the power 
of sin is broken (Romans 6:11-14) and the 
fruit of God’s character comes to life in us 
(Galatians 5:22-26). To go back to our old 
sin, Peter warns, is like a dog returning to 
its own vomit (2 Peter 2:22).

The freedom we have in Jesus was pur-
chased at a high price. That freedom is not 
just from the past life of sin that enslaved 
us to a life of degradation and death, but it 
is also to save us for a life of righteousness 
that displays the character and compassion 
of God. Let’s not give up our spiritual free-
dom for any reason. Let’s let God’s Spirit 
help us soar in the freedom of grace while 
our lives display our Father’s character and 
compassion.

FREEDOM
Continued from the Shepherd’s Voice


