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Division and Fear: Tools of the Devil
The devil is dancing, Why? because two of his main tools are infiltrating the
church and the proclamation of God’s Word. C.S. Lewis wrote about this in his
famous book, The Screwtape Letters, which is narrated by the title character,
Screwtape, through letters he writes to his nephew, Wormwood. Screwtape
composes the letters from his office in Hell and in these letters Screwtape
advises his nephew, on how best to tempt a British man, called only “the
Patient,” into sin and, eventually, into Hell. Wormwood is an inexperienced
devil, and he has gone to a training college to help prepare him to tempt humans
into sin. By the second letter, “the patient” becomes a Christian and so the
tactics change. This is where we see fear and division play a part in the life of a
believer. In letter 6, Screwtape calls for wormwood to get the patient to think only of the bad things
that can happen even if incompatible, because “there is nothing like suspense or anxiety for
barricading the human mind against the enemy [i.e. God]”. God has given us the gift of healthy
fear, that is fear of God and fear that helps in self preservation but Satan wants us to become slaves
of fear. He wants to master us through fear. The devil promotes fear so
that we are fear driven: the fear of failure, the fear of rejection, the fear of
death, and so on. Any fear other than the fear of God suits his purpose and
puts a barrier between you and God. And when we are driven by fear, then
we become extremely self-centered and self-absorbed which in turn hurts
our relationships with God and one another. It causes a barricade for
focusing on God and who He is because we can only focus on ourselves. This allows our
imagination to run rampant fueled by the world and culture whether real or
not.
But God has told us in his Word that: For God gave us a spirit not of fear
but of power and love and self-control (2 Timothy 1:7). There is no fear in
love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and
whoever fears has not been perfected in love (1 John 4:18). I sought the Lord,
and he answered me and delivered me from all my fears (Psalm 34:4). There
are multiple more. The bottom line is we should have a holy reverence and
fear directed towards the Lord, and in this way, many of our other fears will be seen in better
perspective, or will go away altogether. But in this matter of fear, the devil says just the opposite: we

should fear 10,000 things that might afflict us on this passing earth, and not
think at all of the one most significant thing, Christ crucified and Risen for
me.
Fear also leads to the other tool Satan uses, division. The devil’s work of
division starts within each one of us we experience many contrary drives.
Some of them good and some sinful and destructive. Like Paul tells us in
Romans 7: The good that I want to do, I do not do…, and when I try to do
good, evil is at hand. This is the work of the devil, to divide us within. And of course the devil’s
attack against our inner unity, spills out into many divisions among us externally. So many things
help drive this division, and the devil surely taps into them all: anger, past hurts, resentments, fears,
misunderstandings, greed, pride, and arrogance. There is also the impatience that we so easily develop regarding those we love, and the flawed notion that somehow, other more perfect and desirable people should be sought. And thus many abandon their marriages, family, churches and communities, always in search of the elusive goal of finding better and more perfect people and situations.
Yes, the devil has a real field day tapping in to a whole plethora of sinful drives within us, but his
goal is always to divide us within ourselves, and among ourselves.
But God calls his people to live in unity with one another, so it is important to make every effort to live together in harmony with everyone. Regardless of beliefs and differences, God commands us to do all in love.
Times of stress can strain relationships and we end up hurting each other
and destroying the unity we have worked hard for. Satan's goal is to destroy
our unity. So let's fight together toward living in peace and harmony. God
has given us the ability to be patient, kind, and loving through actions and
words. Scriptures remind us that it is our responsibility as Christians to lead
the way for unity among all nations and people. Paul makes it clear in his
first letter to the Corinthians who were also dealing with fear and division. He writes: 1 Corinthians 1:10 I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you
agree with one another in what you say and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be
perfectly united in mind and thought. And again in 2 Corinthians 13:11 11 Finally, brothers and sisters, rejoice! Strive for full restoration, encourage one another, be of one mind,
live in peace. And the God of love and peace will be with you. Jesus even
made it a point to pray for unity in the night before his betrayal as a way for
the world to see. John 17: 23-- 23I in them and you in me—so that they may be
brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have
loved them even as you have loved me. We cannot allow division to infect our
church.
So what is the answer to combating the devil in his use of
these tools. We do well to recognize that, whatever our struggles
with others, we all share a common enemy who seeks to divide and
destroy us. As St Paul writes, For our struggle is not against flesh
and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against
the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil
in the heavenly realms (Eph 6:12). The church is the body of Christ
and needs each and every one of its members to encourage and love
one another especially in these difficult times. And again Paul tells us in Ephesians 4: 11 He himself gave the apostles, as well as the prophets, as well as the evangelists, as well as the pastors and
teachers, 12 for the purpose of training the saints for the work of serving, in order to build up the
body of Christ. 13 This is to continue until we all reach unity in the faith and knowledge of the Son
of God, resulting in a mature man with a stature reaching to the measure of the fullness of Christ.

14 The goal is that we would no longer be little children, tossed by the waves and blown around by
every wind of teaching, when people use tricks and invent clever ways to lead us astray. 15 Instead,
speaking the truth in love, we would in all things grow up into Christ, who is the head. 16 From
him the whole body, being joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows in accordance with Christ’s activity when he measured out each individual part. He causes the growth of the
body so that it builds itself up in love.. So pick up the phone when someone comes to mind. Sacrifice some time in your life to encourage someone. Refrain from voicing your opinion on things
that divide us, things that are of the world and not of God. Put aside your personal differences and
love that person in Christ.
Another way to combat the devil is to continue to meet together to support and
encourage one another is key. Hebrews 10:24-25 says: 24 Let us also consider carefully how to spur each other on to love and good works. 25 Let us not neglect meeting
together, as some have the habit of doing. Rather, let us encourage each other, and all
the more as you see the Day approaching.
Finally, we are to proclaim to the world the hope we
have in Christ. Death is not the end, it is only the beginning. That
is our hope that is what we should be giving to the world that is in
fear. Jesus tells us He is coming back and that is the certainty believers have in a world of uncertainty. And when He comes back
He will raise us to life eternal. Our world needs to hear this message because they have no hope and live in fear. Our proclamation
of Christ crucified and Risen for you means that you too will rise
with new resurrected bodies to life eternal united with all other believers.
I apologize that this letter is long and pretty intense but as your pastor it is important to focus
our congregation on the things of God. The church is the body of Christ that has the hope to the
world, let us be a body of believers that do just that.

Please include in your prayers:
Members: Jan and Dean Cook, Linda Mosher, Gene & Kate Steward,
Dianna Wright. Family and others: Caitlin Briggs, Tyler Duckworth,
Dee Fogel, Sharon Keiser, Lou Leasor, Kathy Reining, Katie Spear,
Matt Williams, Charlie Winger, Hailey Yoder.

Income
Expenses
Net
Benevolence

AUGUST

YEAR TO DATE

$9,597
$12,825.90
-$3228.90
$2,245.00

$78,573.71
$83,053.77
- $4,480.06
$12,740.60

July 8th, 2021, Mt Zion Church council meeting minutes
Attendance: Nate Arnold, David Culler III, Ashlee Hall, Ralph Hall (via teems), Ken Frayer, Michael
Dourson (excused) Ethel Briggs (excused) Pastor Eric Steward
Pastor Eric opened the meeting with the devotions.
Minutes from June meeting were handed out. Motion to accept made by Ken Frayer second by
Nate Arnold, motion passed.
Treasurer’s report:
For the month of June receipts of $12,016.00, expenses $11,814.65, YTD we are -$893.45.
Motion to accept the treasure’s report made by Nate Arnold and second by Ashlee Hall, motion
passed.

Pastor’s report:
Pastoral Acts
Home Communions: 0
Phone Visits: 1
Worship
Sermons Preached: 4
Children's Sermons: 2

Home Visits/meeting with
Parishioners: 3 (Delivered meals)
Hospital Visit: 1
Communion: 2
Other Services: 3 (Father’s Day,
Confirmation, outdoor)

Administrative and Preparation (90 hrs)
Administrative: Echo, bulletin, notebook, PowerPoint slides, email and miscellaneous
Preparation: Sunday School/Wednesday Bible Study/Services; Sermon and worship
Consultations
Counseling: 0
Teaching
Adult Sunday School: 3
Bible Jeopardy: 1
Meeting and Activities
Church Council: 1

Wednesday Bible Study: 4

Community VBS Meeting: 3

Lectionary Discussions: 2
Delivered Health Kits (Caldwell)
NC Mission District Executive council meeting
Mother's and Father's Day Breakfast
Upcoming Events
Lucas Community VBS dates: 12-16 July
Outdoor services: 25 July (Council Installation), 29 August (back to school)
2nd Sunday of each month: Winchester Nursing home service
October 16: NC Mission District Seminar

Committee reports:
Finance- nothing to report
Property- Sign in front of church, approved new sign-will end check this week to proceed with improvements.
Worship- nothing to report
Fellowship- no report
Altar guild- all is good
Youth group- no changes
New business:
1-Ralph Hall would like to take over the nonprofit “on the outs”, the nonprofit was allowed to go
out of business, no longer exists.
2- Sunday School- will start following Labor Day- September 12, Marie will continue to teach.
Old Business:
1. VBS- Lucas community, not many donations/volunteers from Mt Zion
2. Back to School event – Sunday August 29th at outdoor service.
3. Stained glass window restoration no report.
Last words: Discussed the topic of secretary as stated in the Church Constitution. The constitution
officers of the church are officers of the council. Officers of both church and council are elected by
council. The duties are listed in the bylaws but are not many. May need to amend the bylaws.
August outreach: Announce matching funds for veterans. Love our heroes – Bellville outreach program turned Bellville depot into veteran’s haven.
Richland mentors’ program- veterans that get into trouble and are in the court system, they help
them through the process.
The tattered flag initiative.
Motion to adjourn from David Culler second by Ashlee Hall.
Close with the Lord’s prayer.
Respectfully by Ashlee Hall

october Outreach
Neighbor helping Neighbor
WHAT: Performing odd jobs
WHERE: Various homes
WHEN: Saturday, October 9th 10:00- 4:00
WHO:
YOU…both youth and adult willing to help out doing yard
work, house cleaning and any other odd jobs

Therefore, put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to
stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand.
Ephesians 6:13
Equip Yourself for Battle
The average United States soldier carries 27 pounds of personal protective equipment. That weight
is on top of an already heavy loadout of weapons and gear. Our soldiers are often thought of as being well-equipped and well-prepared. But imagine for a moment if the soldier decided he did not
want to carry the protective equipment. Imagine if he did not want to be bothered with putting on his
armor. Sure, that would make for an easier morning and less expended energy getting around, but
such a choice would also make him less safe. It would make him more susceptible to serious injury
or even death. For a soldier to go into battle without his armor would seem foolish.
The same might be said about our own spiritual lives. Yet, how often do we truly arm ourselves for
battle? And please understand this is not hypothetical. God does not say “if the day of evil comes.”
He says, “when the day of evil comes.” The enemy is going to attack. Satan is going to mount an assault against our faith each day. We can either do the time-consuming work of arming ourselves for
battle through reading the Bible, prayer, and worship, or we can leave our armor behind as we go off
to face our spiritual battles. For a child of God to go into spiritual battle without the armor of God is
foolish.
There is One who always armed himself for battle. One who always put on the full armor that God
provides in his Word. Throughout the Bible, we see Jesus arming himself with Bible passages, prayer, and trust in his heavenly Father as he faced the devil’s attacks. For each battle, he stood firm. He
never failed or sinned. And in his life, death, and resurrection, Jesus has crushed Satan and given us
the victory.
Ralph Hall
Council President

Join us for some crazy carving of pumpkins and some good chili (unless you eat Mike’s
☺) on Sunday October 23rd beginning at 4 pm (chili eating will be approx. 5 pm). It is
a great time of fun, food and fellowship.

October Event Dates
Saturday October 16, 9-3: The Ohio Mission of the NALC is
sponsoring an inspiring missional event “Joining Jesus on His
Mission!” with Pastor Greg Finke at First English Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Mansfield. Cost is $20 if sign up before
Oct 6th, Lunch included. Books are available to pre-read
before the seminar.

Sunday October 23, 4-7: The 5th annual pumpkin carving and
chili cookoff at Mt Zion. Invite your friends and come carve
your pumpkins for Halloween and then stay for a taste of
chilli from our own members. It is always a fun time with a
bit of competition.
Sunday October 31, Reformation
Sunday: A day you wear your Lutheran Red proudly and then following the service we will have a
German luncheon. The church will
supply brauts, sauerkraut and
ham. Bring a German side dish or
dessert to share.

Aw-fall!

Share some laughs — or groans — with these autumn-themed jokes:
• What did the tree say to autumn? “Leaf me alone!”
• What did one autumn leaf say to another? “I’m falling for you.”
• How do you fix a broken pumpkin? With a pumpkin patch.
• Why are trees very forgiving? Because in the fall they “let it go” and in the spring they “turn over
a new leaf.”
• How do leaves get from place to place? With autumn-mobiles.
•What’s the ratio of a pumpkin’s circumference to its diameter? Pumpkin pi.

Event Reminder

"Questions of science in the Bible"
The Last Saturday of each month at the Lucas Community Center at 6 pm.

THANK YOU

A BIG thank you to Amity Arnold for suppling all the flowers and flower
arranging instructions for our flower arranging event in the Lucas High
School Library's iLAB! This also wouldn't have been possible without
all the ladies of Mt. Zion supplying the 40 vases to use. The students
were very appreciative of your generosity, and the teachers and staff were
so happy to have fresh flower arrangements delivered to each of them to
start of their week!
Thank you! Thank you!

MISSIONARY UPDATE

We are still in a bit of a holding pattern regarding Caitlin's health. We have had initial appointments with an ophthalmologist and a neurologist. The ophthalmology appointment was slightly
better than the neurology but both ended up saying that they were leaning towards the retinal migraines simply because of Caitlin's age. Honestly, that is the diagnosis that we are hoping for in
comparison to the other possibilities. Our chief concern is that they are telling us that she is presenting like a classic example of any of the possibilities and they are using her age as the primary
determining factor rather than actual test results (to this point, they haven't really done any testing).
Caitlin is scheduled for an MRI today, but Ren wasn't sure if it was to do a full brain scan
(which could help confirm or rule out a number of things) or just to focus on the ocular region. We
are hoping and praying that they will just do a full scan. Caitlin is beyond worked up about the test
since it is not an open MRI machine and she is incredibly claustrophobic.
Next week, we have an appointment with a retina specialist and they are planning to do an IV
dye and then take a deeper look at the circulatory system around the eye.
We are still awaiting approval from the insurance company for one of the medications that was
prescribed by the cardiologist back in May. I am not sure what (if anything) we can do to speed up
that process. Caitlin's next appointment in DC is scheduled for mid-October which is a little over a
week after my planned trip back to Jamaica.
The mission team that was to be visiting in October cancelled their trip (last week) which gives me
some flexibility to stay a little longer if needed, but I have a single pastor who has asked to visit in
October as well and I am also suppose to be starting the process for our visa renewals for the next
three years in October as well. We are praying for wisdom to know how to plan so that I can support our family in the best way.
We know that God has a plan in all of this for our benefit and His glory. At this point, we can't
see much of that plan so we just keep taking it a step at a time and pray that we are following His
leadings correctly. We are so grateful for the continued prayers and encouragement from our
friends and churches who are walking with us on the journey.
Blessings to you and everyone at Mt. Zion!
Peace and grace,
Chris

Richland Veteran Mentor Program
Thanks Mt. Zion Lutheran Church
The board of directors of Richland Veteran Mentor Program thanks the members of Mt. Zion
Lutheran Church for their unbelievable generosity during their August outreach ministry. Ken had
mentioned to us months ago about your monthly initiatives. We were impressed that your monthly
outreach initiatives are an integral and ongoing part of your overall ministry program. Many of us
wished that the churches we attend had such a ministry outside the walls of our churches.
When Ken told us that the council members had selected our organization as their outreach program for the month of August, we felt blessed to be included in such an outreach ministry. Little did
we know at the time how much of a blessing would flow from the congregation. Frankly we were
humbled by the spirit of giving from you to our organization which totaled $1,150!
Because we are a 100% total volunteer organization your selfless gifts translate dollar for dollar
into 100% of your donation being put back into our programs that benefit the Veterans and their
families whom we serve throughout Richland County. We continue to expand the base of Veterans
we serve. Your gracious generosity will allow us to continue that journey which will ultimately
benefit our community at large.
May God continue to bless the work you are doing as you serve Him.
Sincerely,
The Board of Richland Veteran Mentor Program

Michelle Bond, Neil Chitwood, Vickie Eichof, Ken Estep, Lorie Fourhman, Ken Frayer, Bill
Moore, Dale Warren

REMINDERS
Sunday School is back with in-person sessions, nursery
through adults
Adult Education includes the study of Revelation with
Pastor Eric and The Great Divorce by C .S. Lewis with
Mike Dourson
Wednesday night Bible study on the book of Exodus,
6:45 fellowship with the study beginning at 7.

During the month of October, you are encouraged to greet and pray for these members
and friends of Mt. Zion Lutheran Church who are celebrating birthdays and
anniversaries.
**If there is anyone you would like to add to our Birthday/Anniversary list either in honor of, or in memory of,
please contact the Church Office with your request! Thank you!

1
3
8
10
14
16

5
16
29

Cindy Anschutz
Tim Boggs, Jr.
Paige Arnold
Colin Arnold
Patty Robertson
Grant Barrett

19
24
25
28

Joe Arnold
Ethel Briggs
Sarah Smith
Jim Tomlinson

Matt & Hope Culler
Brad & Linda Sweval
Gary & Audrey Cook

During the month of October, we THANK these members who are offering
their service to the church in various ways:
3
10
17
24
31

Lector

Acolyte

Fellowship Time

Mary Tomlinson
Mike Dourson
Ethel Briggs
Dave Culler
Audrey Cook

Bobby Grover
Lilly Fraizer
Andrew Smollen
Shelby Grover
Atticus Hall

Mary Tomlinson

Ushers

Freda Steward & Gene Steward

Communion
Offering Counters
Altar Guild

Mike Dourson
Ashlee Hall & Ralph Hall
Linda Sweval & Vanessa Barrett

Julie Ferrell
Audrey Cook

Nursery
Linda Sweval
Kim Smollen
Ashlee Hall
Melinda Hall

October 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1

Sat

2

Pastor in office
9-3

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

Communion

Pastor in office
10-3

Pastor in office
10-3

Pastor in office
10-4

Pastor in office 9-4

LAFP Distribution

Karen in office

Karen in office

Exodus Bible Study
7-8:30

Elaine in office
Council Meeting 7
pm

Pastor in office
9-4

11

12

13

14

15

16

Pastor out of office

Pastor in office
10-3

Pastor in office
10-4

Pastor out of office

Pastor in office
9-3

Karen in office
Catechism 6-8

Exodus Bible Study
7-8:30

Joining Jesus on
His Mission 9-3
First English
Lutheran

10

Karen in office

Elaine in office

LAFP Delivery

Neighbor helping
Neighbor

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

Communion

Pastor in office
10-3

Pastor in office
10-3

Pastor in office
10-4

Pastor in office 9-4

Pastor in office
9-3

LAFP Distribution

Karen in office

Karen in office

Exodus Bible Study
7-8:30

24

25

26

27

28

29

Pumpkin Carving/
Chili Cookoff 4-7

Pastor in office
10-3

Pastor in office
10-3

Pastor in office
10-4

Pastor in office 9-4

Pastor in office
9-3

Karen in office

Karen in office
Catechism 6-8

Exodus Bible Study
7-8:30

31
Reformation
Sunday
Communion

Elaine in office

LAFP Delivery

Elaine in office

30

Mt. Zion Lutheran Church
4065 Mt. Zion Road
Lucas, OH 44843

Learning from autumn leaves
Every fall, I marvel at the beautiful leaves, studying the intricate shapes and God’s creative, colorful displays. Despite its deterioration, the foliage reveals splendor — mere months after bursting
out in spring and providing summer shade.
I often think I’m like an autumn leaf. Through many seasons, God has transformed me from a self
-absorbed person to one who trusts his steadfast promises. Winter is approaching for me too. Yet
the Holy Spirit keeps molding me to reflect God’s goodness and beauty. During the autumn of my
life, I pray that God helps me embrace changing seasons while reflecting his love and light to all.
—MaryAnn Sundby

